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Reedley College to Award 11 Honorary Degrees





     Reedley College will award eleven honorary degrees to Japanese-American former students who had their college studies interrupted by Executive Order 9066.  President Roosevelt’s order placed Japanese-Americans into internment camps after the bombing of Pearl Harbor during World War II.





Assembly Member Warren Furutani sponsored AB 37 requiring California colleges to confer an honorary degree upon each person, living or deceased, who was forced to leave his or her postsecondary studies as a result of Federal Executive Order 9066.  In the case of deceased former students or former students unable to participate in the college commencement ceremony, a representative may accept the honorary degree.





The honorary degrees will be awarded at the Reedley College Commencement Ceremony on Friday, May 21 at 6:30pm.  Betty Jane Nakashima was a Reedley College student in 1942 and will receive her honorary degree during the ceremony.  Family members will accept the honorary degree on behalf of the following former Reedley College students:  Yoneko Ashida, Fumiko Hamada, Megumi Betty Hamada, Tsugio Hamada, Masayuki Nakamura, Aiko Sasaki, Mineto Shimizu, Mitsue Shimizu, Taky Yamada, Max Yano.





Reedley College President Barbara Hioco, State Center Community College District Board President Pat Patterson and State Center Community College District Trustee Les Thonesen will present the degrees following a presentation by Fresno County Superior Court Judge Dale Ikeda.





Marc Johnson, superintendent of Sanger Unified School District is the distinguished alumnus and will also speak at the ceremony.





Reedley College worked closely with Japanese American churches and community organizations to locate the former students.
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