Kings Canyon Unified School District and Reedley College

A Green Partnership Unified

The Next Generation of Vehicle Technician
1.  Technical approach and project management 

Kings Canyon Unified School District (KCUSD) and Reedley College (RC) will partner together to train the next generation of “Clean, Green Vehicle Technicians”. Reedley College will infuse green vehicle technology into two strong existing technician training programs; the Automotive Technician Program and the Diesel Technician Program. These two programs will train the next generation of vehicle technicians who will maintain and repair the upcoming fleet of “Green Vehicles” that will use clean air technologies.

KCUSD is a leader in the San Joaquin Valley by integrating alternative fuel powered engine technology in their transportation fleet. They currently posses or are in the process of obtaining 30 plus vehicles that use low sulfur fuels, bio-diesel fuels, ethanol blended fuels, compressed natural gas and diesel electric hybrids. KCUSD is planning to use vehicles that use hydrogen fuel technologies and they are also planning the expansion of hydro electric and solar electric vehicle charging stations. KCUSD is not a new comer to alternative fuel technology. They have a passion for innovation and have been working with various Original Equipment Manufactures (OEM’s) for the last ten years in an effort to reduce air pollution in the San Joaquin Valley. 

KCUSD and the city of Reedley are planning the construction of the Central Valley Regional Transportation Center (CVRTC). The CVRTC will be built on 40 acres of KCUSD land located in the southeast part of Reedley. The CVRTC will be an innovative, state of the art facility to house, repair and maintain a green fleet of vehicles from various regional partners. This facility will also have a learning center to train current and future vehicle technicians on green technologies. The CVRTC will develop green technology jobs, provide a training facility and serve as a model on how we view and treat our environment.

Reedley College instructors will teach clean air technology classes to industry technicians and entry level technicians. The grant will also buy appropriate green technology equipment, training aids and supplies to enhance the traditional technician training programs.

The project will be managed by David Clark, Dean of Career/Technical Education at Reedley College. Mr. Clark’s biographical sketch is attached. 

2.  Education and potential outreach: Two three-unit classes will be developed, one for plug in and alternative fuel technology in the automotive industry and the other for the same in the large engine program. Each course will be offered in the fall and spring semesters to general RC students and in the evenings in the spring semesters for incumbent workers. An industry advisory committee will be formed in order to assure that curriculum meets industry standards. Professional training for faculty will assure that they are current on state-of-the-art technology. 

Although ASE does not currently offer certification in advanced electric drive vehicles (the focus for this program), at such time as the certification exam is offered, RC will work with the industry advisory committee to assure that students are prepared to pass the exam and obtain certification. Currently, certification is available in alternative fuel vehicles. 

The program will train 110 individuals over the three year grant period. These will be individuals seeking employment in the field of automotive repair and incumbent workers upgrading their position to retain employment. 


3.  Applicant and Team Member Roles, Capabilities and Facilities 
The KCUSD/RC partnership will utilize Reedley College’s CTE staff and use KCUSD’s  alternative fuels vehicles and expertise. The Grant Coordinator will help develop green vehicle technology curriculum, conduct recruitment and outreach activities, develop summer internship sites, and help place graduates with full time employment. Reedley College instructors will be trained on the latest vehicular green technology by attending OEM seminars and conferences. 


Reedley College instructors will teach clean air technology classes to industry technicians and entry level technicians. The grant will also buy appropriate green technology equipment, training aids and supplies to enhance the traditional technician training programs. 
Reedley College has a proven track record of providing quality Career Technical Education (CTE) programs. The two CTE programs that will infuse green vehicle technology into their curriculum are the Automotive Technician and the Diesel Technician Programs. Both of these programs are well established CTE programs that offer traditional technician based training. These programs have 6 full time instructors, 3 in Automotive and 3 in Diesel, 2 instructional technicians, one in each program, and they train about 150 students per year. These programs have large multi bay shops that are well equipped with modern tools and diagnostic equipment. These programs need to be infused with the latest green technology. Their graduates need the new skills to repair and maintain vehicles that use clean air technology. Many jobs are projected in the new green economy and Reedley College is poised to provide the training for current and future vehicle technicians.
