Psych 2 – General Psychology
Spring 2024
REEDLEY COLLEGE  

Course:
            Psych 2 – GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY  #53016    Spring 2024
Class meets:

Online 
Meeting room:
Online
Instructor:  

Penny Workman, MS
E-Mail                        gijoeandmom@yahoo.com,    penny.workman@reedleycollege.edu
                                     Preferred: Canvas messaging
Course Material:  
Text:   Psychology, A Journey, 5t h Edition, by Coon & Mitterer
The textbook for this course is required.  Your textbook can be purchased on any of the online textbook sites.  I do not use the campus bookstore as their price for the textbook was over $100 for a used edition.  You may use a digital copy if you wish.  Please make sure you have the correct edition! Please do not try to get through the course without the textbook.  There will be a copy of the text on reserve in the Reedley College library as well for anyone with ongoing issues in getting the text. This text is available at the reference desk, and you will need to copy the entire chapter that you need it for.
The following is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.

Course description:  This class will examine the many ways that scientists discuss and explain human behavior and mental processes.  Lectures, activities, discussions and assignments are designed to help you explore and understand this complex field of study. You are encouraged and expected to be a participant in the teaching process by being involved in class activities and exercises.  The exams will contain some things that are discussed in lecture but not in the text, and some things that are discussed in the text but not in the lectures.  So, both class attendance and reading the textbook are very important for doing well in the class.  

Course outcomes are as follows:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A.
explain the nature and origin of the empirical field of Psychology.
B.
describe the relationship between historical figures and appropriate psychological theories.
C.
identify psychological concepts relating to the nervous system, sensory and perceptual processes, states of consciousness, learning ability, memory, motivation and emotion, human development, personality, and stress management.
D.
explain human behavior throughout the lifespan, biologically, behaviorally, cognitively, humanistically, psychologically, and culturally.
E.
demonstrate knowledge of the empirical data related to the aforementioned concepts.
F.
demonstrate knowledge of basic research methodology.
G.
identify future directions in psychological research.

H.
explain the impact of cultural issues in the formation of psychological concepts.

Contacting me:  Please feel free to message me at any time with questions and concerns! The very best way to contact me is to message me through Canvas. A notification will pop up 

on my phone, and I will get your message immediately.  Depending on the daily circumstances, I will get back 

to you as soon as possible.  You may also use the above email addresses to reach me.  I can only access the 

school email on my computer at home.  Messages received through this email address will always be answered, 

however, this will take the longest response time.
Course Requirements: Very Important Class Information! 
***Please note!!  If an assignment is listed in this section, it is required to pass this class.
1.  Homework -  will be assigned for each chapter.  There will be two separate assignments for each chapter, Key Terms and Journey Questions.  Required formatting and detailed instructions for each assignment will be posted on Canvas under the Chapter 1 assignment.  These instructions and required formatting will remain throughout the semester for your convenience. These formatting instructions must be followed for each assignment, with points being deducted for not formatting correctly.   All assignments will be submitted through Canvas and will be due each Friday at 11:59 pm.  Due dates will also be listed on Canvas. 
 2.  Writing Assignments:  Writing assignments will be given occasionally as we discuss “hot,” or controversial topics.  Details will be given at the time of the assignment, as well as listed on Canvas.
3.  Mid-term & Final Exams  -   The midterm and final will be worth 100 points each.  Both are open book exams and are made up of short essay questions. Due dates for both are listed in the academic schedule (following) as well as on Canvas.
4.  Term paper guidelines- 
Subject:  Pick a topic that lies in the area of psychology.  Check the topic with me, PLEASE!   Possible topics include ANYTHING THAT INTERESTS YOU! If you're not sure that a topic is appropriate (or possible), be sure to discuss it with me before writing the paper.  My advice:  Choose a topic that really interests you!!  It will completely change your writing experience!!

 Length/format: 4 full pages of text, MLA or APA format, normal margins, double-spaced, 1” margins, 12-point font, not including title and reference page.  

References/citations page: Cite at least 5 sources in the appropriate format (either APA or MLA).  In a correctly written research paper, citations are given throughout the text of the paper.  If these citations are not given, I will not accept your paper.  We will also discuss this in class for clarification.
Triple check your paper for grammatical and spelling errors because those elements will be considered, with content and originality, in the evaluation of the assignment.  
Help:  Help with any writing assignment is available through the Writing Center.  The best way to help YOURSELF is to avoid procrastinating, and deal with each issue as it comes up.
 Your Term Paper is due Friday, April 5, 2024.

6. Participation in Class Discussions – Participation in online class discussions is required and is a large part of your grade. For FULL POINTS ON EACH DISCUSSION:  For each discussion prompt, you will give your own initial response, and then comment on at least 3 of your classmates responses.  A high scoring prompt will NOT just commend your classmates on their responses, but actually speak to the content of their responses.  
7.  Exams:  Each student must take both the midterm exam and the final exam to pass this class.  Each semester I have students who think that they do not have to take the final because their percentage points show an A in the class.  Please note that this is not true for this class.  Both exams are required to pass this class.
8.  Late Work:  Late work will be accepted, but please realize that getting behind can affect students severely at the end of the semester. 10 points will be deducted for any assignments over 1 week late.
College & Instructor Policies:

Academic Dishonesty:

 Students at Reedley College are entitled to the best education that the college can make available to them, and they, their instructors, and their fellow students share the responsibility to ensure that this education is honestly obtained.  Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors.  Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences.  Refer to the college catalog for further details surrounding actions that will be implemented regarding academic dishonesty. 

Plagiarism:

PLAGIARISM is a violation of Reedley College policy.  Anyone deemed to have submitted a plagiarized paper will automatically receive a failing grade.  Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different classes without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. 

Accommodations  and  Special Needs:
Reedley College is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities.  If you have a disability that requires special accomodation, please see me immediately.   Disabled Student Programs & Services provides the campus with academic support services and specialized assistance to students with disabilities.  Individuals with physical, perceptual, or learning disabilities as addressed by the Americans With Disabilities Act should also contact DSP & S for further information regarding accommodations.  

All of the following is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.
Grading: 


A
(90 - 100%)




B
(80 - 89%)



          
C
(70 - 79%)




D
(60 - 69%)
                                                        

   


                           F           (59% or lower)


Class Schedule:  

due
Topic & Homework Due

Week 1  (1/12)
Chapter 1
Week 2  (1/19)
Chapter 2
Week 3  (1/26)
Chapter 3
Week 4  (2/2)
Chapter 4 
Week 5  (2/9)
Chapter 5 
Week 6  (2/16)
Chapter 6  
Week 7  (2/23)
Chapter 7  
Week 8  (3/1)
Midterm Exam - Available (on Canvas) 2/25, due Friday, March 3rd
Week 9 (3/8)                         Chapter 8
Week 10 (3/15)                     Chapter 9 
Week 11 (3/22)                
Chapter 10 
(03/25 – 3/29)
                        Spring Break
Week 12 (4/05)                      Term paper due

Week 13 (4/12)                       Chapter 12 
Week 14 (4/19)
Chapter 13
Week 15 (4/26)
 Chapter 14
Week 16  (5/3)                          Catch up week
Week 17 (5/10

 Week 18 (5/17)                      Final Exam -  Available May 11th, Due on 5/15/24

Let’s have a GREAT SEMESTER!!    

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask!

