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Reedley College
Fall 2023 CLAS 11

Chicano-Latino Studies 11-53378: 18-week T&TH 11:00am-12:15pm-AGR 15
       

INSTRUCTOR:  Professor Chimine Arfuso                  
	E-mail:   chimine.arfuso@reedleycollege.edu
Phone: TBA
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All readings you will need will be available on Canvas for free. You will need a subscription for packback, it is $39. If you are unable to purchase the subscription you can reach out to packback at help@packback.co and ask for a scholarship!

Land Acknowledgement

Reedley College resides on the native lands of the Yokuts tribes and their ancestors. It is with honor and dignity that I facilitate learning for us in this course on their Indigenous land. Learn more about the Yokuts tribe as well as the history of the land you are on here: https://native-land.ca/





	
In-person Office Hours
Office Location: TBA
Monday 11:00 am-11:50 am
Tuesday & Thursday from 8:30-9:20am
Zoom Office Hours 
Friday from 9:00 am-9:50 am
Or by appointment  Just ask! 
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I will place a copy of “From Indians to Chicanos” and “The New Latino Studies Reader” on reserve at the library as a reference for your community translation projects.
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W
elcome to Chicano-Latino Studies 11. My name is Chimine Nicole Arfuso-Solis. You can call me Doctora, Doctora Arfuso, Dr. Arfuso. I am thrilled to be on this learning journey with you as we explore the culture(s), identity/identities, heritage(s) and community relationships of Chicanx, Latinx, Mexican, and Mexican American people in the United States. You will learn a bit about labor, land, and economic issues from Indigenous civilizations of Mesoamerica to the present, as well as engage significantly in critical conversations about race, genders, sexualities, dis(ability), environmental concerns, health, and education within Chicanx/Latinx communities. With your lived experience comes many cultural strengths, stories, lessons learned, and skills. I welcome those strengths as we take the learning we gain from our texts (including readings and media) and apply it to our daily lives and future aspirations. My goal is to support you in making connections between what we learn and your own lived experience. In order to accomplish this, this interactive course has been crafted to expand your awareness, knowledge and skills related to Chicanx/Latinx communities, histories, and cultures.

Get to know your instructor:
I am the daughter of a Cuban refugee, my family fled for their lives during the 1959 revolution in Cuba. However, because my family benefitted from light skin privilege and foreign policies in the United States that made it easier for Cubans to receive their immigration papers, I was raised with little critical consciousness around the political significance of being a Latina and Cuban American. 

I was a non-traditional student and took 8 years to earn my bachelor’s degree. Through that time, I took a tour of attending several city colleges throughout California in my pursuit of a BA. I eventually graduated from San Francisco State University and went on to earn my MA and PhD. from the California Institute of Integral Studies. My entry into ethnic studies came through a study of the Cuban/US foreign orientation in my BA and an exploration of my own identity as a white assumed Latina within complex racial politics in the United States during my dissertation. 

I am passionate about teaching Ethnic Studies because I really wish I had access to an ethnic studies course as I was figuring out who I was. I am a Mami of twins, wife, sister, educator, and friend committed to advocating for equity and social justice. As a white-assumed disabled Latina, I care a lot about cross-solidarity and cross-racial solidarity movements, and we will get to cover a few of those in this class. Meaning, everyone is welcome here. I continuously aim to create creative and courageous spaces where communities may identify as a person of color and those who do not identify in this way to grow and learn. Every student in my class belongs here. Every student at RCC belongs here. And I am thrilled to join your educational journey. 

Catalog Description:
The introductory course explores the Chicano/a/x and Mexican American community, culture(s) and heritage(s) in American society from an interdisciplinary approach. Focus on sociocultural challenges, struggles, and social justice movements that define the Chicano/a/x experience. Examination of the ancestral roots, dynamic migration/immigration trends, conflict, racialization processes, liberation struggles, socialization process, and sociopolitical patterns from ancient Indigenous civilizations of Mesoamerican to the present. Overview of trends and patterns in Latino/a/x populations at-large will also be explored. 

Required Readings & Materials:
· Computer, Printer, and Internet Access. Every assignment will be submitted through Canvas. It will also benefit you to bring a laptop to class if you have one.
· Weekly Assigned Readings available via Canvas
· Binder or Notebook with paper
· Pens, pencils, and highlighters
· A flash/thumb drive
· A subscription for packback
Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
SLO1: Describe structural issues such as globalization and transnational politics of the border, immigration policies, settler colonialism, anti-blackness, and language policies impacting Chicano/a/x – Latinx people.
SLO2: Analyze and explain Chicano/a/x Studies as an academic-discipline and social justice movement, and its fundamental concepts like race and racism, racialization, ethnicity, equity, ethnocentrism, eurocentrism, white supremacy, self-determination, liberation, decolonization, sovereignty, imperialism, settler colonialism and anti-racism.
SLO3: Critically review how struggle, resistance, racial and social justice, solidarity, and liberation, as experienced and enacted by Mexicans, Chicano/a/xs and Latino/a/xs are relevant to the present day.
SLO4: Critically analyze and evaluate the significance of Chicano/a/x history, culture(s), heritage(s) in American society.


Course Objectives:
In the process of completing this course, students will:
1. Analyze and articulate concepts such as race and racism, racialization, ethnicity, equity, ethnocentrism, eurocentrism, white supremacy, self-determination, liberation, decolonization, sovereignty, imperialism, settler-colonialism, and anti-racism as analyzed in Chicano/a/x-Latinx studies.
2. Apply theory and knowledge produced by Mexican origin and Latinx communities to describe critical events, histories, cultures, intellectual traditions, contributions, lived experiences, and social struggles of those groups with a particular emphasis on agency and group affirmation.
3. Research the area of Chicano/a/x-Latinx Studies as a discipline, pedagogy, form of activism, and a community collectivist project.
4. Analyze the complexities of a culturally pluralistic society from the critical perspectives of Chicano/a/x or Latinx communities and scholarship.
5. Compare and contrast the basic Chicano/a/x or Mexican American social and cultural patterns and influences related to experiences with oppression, social justice, liberation, self-determination and solidarity efforts.

Required Course Work:
	1. Class Participation/ packback curiosity scores/time spent on canvas (10%)
2. Packback questions (10 required) 20%
3. What’s in a name/Social Identity Wheel 10%
4. Creative Project 10%
5. Community Translation Project 20%
6. Terms midterm and final (with study guide) 30%

	Required
 50pts 
100pts
50pts
50pts
100pts 
150pts
Total 500 pts
	
450-500 = A
400-449 = B
350-399 = C
300-349= D
0 -   299= F




A note on grading:
Packback will update your grades as you do them. For the larger assignments, please allow me up to two weeks to upload those grades. I do have a lot of students and while I try to get everything graded the week it is turned in, sometimes, it takes me a bit longer to finish grading them. 

Class Participation:
You will be successful in my class if you: 
1. attend class regularly (for an online class this means watching and reading the resources I have uploaded to the course)
2. read consistently and thoroughly, you will have to read to do well in this course
3. meet due dates and criteria for all major assignments; 
4. participate in all in-class exercises and activities; 
5. complete all informal, low-stakes packback assignments 
6. sustain effort and investment on each assignment.
Participation and Engagement
The course requires us to collectively read, discuss, write, and analyze issues of self and Chicanx/Latinx people. Participation is a very important factor in getting the most out of this class and out of your education. Participation means asking questions, sharing experiences, and challenging ideas put forward by anyone in the class (including me) in a respectful manner. It is assumed that students will have completed all assigned readings before arriving in class and will be fully prepared to discuss, analyze, and interpret the concepts, ideas, assumptions, and implications of the readings. 

While laptops and electronic devices are allowed in the class to advance your learning (i.e., taking notes, keeping track of upcoming assignments, and helping the class document ideas), it is at the discretion of the instructor to ask that these devices be removed from the class if they are distracting students from engaging with the course materials. 

You are expected to have all course reading materials with you at each class session. I do in-class activities that require we look to or engage the readings. I will be assessing your reading through the use of packback questions. 

Canceled Class Notification Process
In some circumstances I will need to cancel class. I will send notifications of canceled classes via canvas email and a note will be left on the door of the class. It is your responsibility to monitor your Reedley email regularly so that you are aware if class is canceled. In most cases, since I also teach this class fully online, I will also provide a pre-recorded lecture that is your responsibility to watch before our next class session. 
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Packback Questions
Participation is a requirement for this course, and the Packback Questions platform will be used for online discussion about class topics. Packback Questions is an online community where you can be fearlessly curious and ask open-ended questions to build on top of what we are covering in class and relate topics to real-world applications. 
[bookmark: _30j0zll]Packback Requirements:
Your participation on Packback will count toward 20% of your overall course grade.

There will be a Weekly Sunday at 11:59PM PST deadline for submissions. In order to receive full credit, you should submit the following:

· 1 original post reflecting on the required readings from the week
· 1 response to a peer reflecting on the required readings from the week

Note: posts that do not include a reference to the required reading for the week WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT

How to Register on Packback:
An email invitation will be sent to you from help@packback.co prompting you to finish registration. If you don’t receive an email (be sure to check your spam), you may register by following the instructions below:
1. Create an account by navigating to https://app.packback.co and clicking “Sign up for an Account”
Note: If you already have an account on Packback you can log in with your credentials.
2. Then enter our class community’s lookup key into the “Looking to join a community you don't see here?” section in Packback at the bottom of the homepage.
Community Lookup Key: 936eb812-e03a-47f0-8337-2e9f6bf96c4d
3. Follow the instructions on your screen to finish your registration.

Packback requires a paid subscription. Refer to www.packback.co/product/pricing for more information.

How to Get Help from the Packback Team: 
If you have any questions or concerns about Packback throughout the semester, please read their FAQ at help.packback.co. If you need more help, contact their customer support team directly at help@packback.co. 

For a brief introduction to Packback Questions and why we are using it in class, watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OV7QmikrD68

Creating a Brave Space
Outside of instructional requirements, there are two key goals for me with this class.  My first goal is to celebrate the diverse nature of our college and community. I will do my best to present materials and activities that are respectful and celebratory of this diversity including: gender identify, sexual orientation, ability, age, socioeconomic status, residence status, ethnicity, race, nationality, religion, linguistic background, and culture.  

My second goal is that all students feel welcome, have their needs met, and feel respected both in and outside of this class.  I will work to create a classroom atmosphere of trust and safety to meet this goal.  But I will need your help in this work.  It is critical that each of us show respect for all worldviews expressed in class whether it be by a classmate or via class materials, even and especially when we may not agree or may not feel comfortable with those views. Please let me know if something is said or done in or out of the classroom, by myself or other students, that is troubling or causes discomfort or offense.  We should never ignore these situations and in some cases, we can use these situations as a learning experience.  If you’re not comfortable talking with me directly, please feel free to email or message me through Canvas or contact your counselor or another trusted faculty member to help with the conversation.

Please remember that this does not mean that this is a safe place for hate speech, racism, prejudice, stereotyping, sexism, ablism, ageism, or other comments/actions that intentionally hurt people.  These comments will not be tolerated and may be reported.

We have some great resources on campus to help make Reedley College as welcoming as possible, please take advantage:
·  Contact Todd Davis, Title IX Coordinator, if you feel you have been discriminated against based on sex, experienced sexual harassment, or sexual violence.  (Find website for Title IX link here!)
· todd.davis@reedleycollege.edu or 559-494-0359
· Contact Darlene Murray, Student Equity Coordinator:
· Darlene.murray@reedleycollege.edu
· Complete the Student Complaint form: used by students to report on an unauthorized or unjustified act by an employee.  This form can be cumbersome, feel free to reach out to me or a counselor for help.
· Student Complaint Form 
· Visit Reedley College’s Racial Equity and Anti-Racism website to view Reedley College’s Anti-Racism Statement and resolutions passed by Reedley College’s Academic and Classified Senates, and access equity resources. 

As your instructor it is my responsibility to maintain the safety of our classroom, if I deem a comment or opinion to be racist, sexist, homophobic, transphobic, ableist, etc. I will politely point it out, explain, and we will move on. If you require additional discussion, you may come by my office hours and I will offer additional reading on the topic as long as you remain respectful of me, your professor, as an expert on this topic. This is a learning space, meaning, I do not expect you all to understand every nuance of the language around marginalized identities and social justice, and I am here to support you in learning the importance of language and its role in social justice. 

Paper Format and Word:  All assignments and drafts must be typed in size 12 font, double spaced, and have your name, course, instructor’s name, and due date at the top of the first page. Don’t forget to number your pages.  Always remember to SAVE a copy of your work to a flash drive. Also, every student at Reedley College gets FREE access to Microsoft Word. I will cover how to get free access to this program during class.

Digital Literacy:
With the exception of in class writing and some group work, every assignment you will complete in this class will be due online and in Canvas or packback. This means you must memorize your student ID and password so that you can submit your assignments. No hard/paper copies will be excepted. I acknowledge that this may be the first time you have used technology in the classroom, so let’s work together and make sure you understand how find our Canvas assignment calendar, how to submit your homework and essays, and how to locate important readings for this course.

Important Dates:
Aug 18th: Deadline to drop
Aug 25th: Deadline to add and deadline to drop to avoid a “W” on your transcripts.
Sept 4th: Labor Day Holiday (NO CLASSES)
Oct 6th: Drop Deadline
Nov 10th: Veterans Day (NO CLASSES)
Nov 23rd-24th: Thanksgiving holiday (NO CLASSES)
Dec 5th: Final Exam Due
Dec 8th: End of Fall 2023 Semester

*a note on holidays, if you observe a religious holiday that is not included in the Reedley Calendar, please reach out to me to make alternative arrangements

COURSE POLICIES

Attendance, being late to class, and Covid-19
· You must attend class sessions in weeks 1 and 2 to stay enrolled. If you do not attend class sessions in week 1, please get in touch with me ASAP to ensure I save your enrollment spot. Before I drop you from our course, I will contact you.
· I am required to take attendance
· If you miss 2 weeks in a row within the first half of the course semester, you may be dropped, but I will contact you first to check in.
· Lack of regular attendance after the second half of the semester will result in a n unsatisfactory grade. This means you may receive an F grade if you do not regularly attend. The grade will be calculated based on overall points in this course. 
· I do not enjoy dropping students, but I do want to make sure you are successful. Sometimes dropping a class works in your favor regarding GPA and financial aid. 
Please feel free to contact me for extenuating circumstances. I am here to help you be successful in this course, however, I am unable to help you if you reach out within the last month of class. 

Attendance is an important part of your learning process so that you can actively engage with classroom materials; therefore, it is important to attend class on a regular basis. Attending our face-to-face classes is mandatory, and this includes coming to class on time every day. If you are an athlete or have an event that is linked with a campus club that will cause you to be absent, you must let me know in advance. You will be responsible for the work completed that day, and if an assignment is due you must complete it in advance before it’s due.

If you (or your kids, or your partner) are sick or have a fever, please, do not come to class ill. If you find out you have Covid-19, please let me know via email so I can take the appropriate safety protocols. Also, please follow the college regulations and get tested for Covid-19 if you have a medical exemption. I do not make these rules, but I am asked to follow them and you will be asked to do the same. If you must miss class because you have Covid-19 you will be able to make up the work, no questions asked. 

Everyone is allowed 2 absences, no questions asked, but upon your 3rd absence I will send out an Early Alert and your counselor will be notified. Please note that there is no difference between an excused or unexcused absence at Reedley College.  It is your responsibility to keep track of your absences/the times you are late. Basically, show up on time and every day.

Please note, do not email me if you will be missing class unless you have Covid-19. Come visit me in my office hours when you get better to chat about what was missed.  I suggest that you exchange email addresses with at least two classmates so that you may contact them for the notes that day. 

Classmate email:
Classmate email:

Late Work, Make-ups, Extra Credit:
The due dates for my assignments are final. However, I do offer the following for my students because I acknowledge that sometimes we get sick, we forget something, or we just simply have a bad day.

· There are 12 packback assignments built into the class, however, only 10 are required. You may choose to do all of them for an extra 20 points of extra credit, or you may miss two without penalty. 
· The My name/Invisible Knapsack, Creative Project, and Community Translation project all have a 24 hour grace period
· If you have an extenuating circumstance, you may reach out and see if I am able to provide an extension. As the professor it is up to my discretion if I will deduct points or allow other late work. 
Classroom Conduct: 
Since this is a collaborative classroom in which all are encouraged to participate and share thoughts, it is necessary that we treat each other (and your Professor) with respect. Any disruptive behavior will not be tolerated, you will be asked to leave class, and you will receive an absence for the day. Disruptive behavior also means consistently showing up to class late or consistently leaving early. You are expected to behave in a manner that is respectful to others and conducive to learning. You are expected to interact with each other respectfully and to work cooperatively and constructively in group and partner activities and assignments.  

Please set your phone on vibrate or turn it off during class and put it in your bookbag, purse, or pocket. You do not need to look at your phone during class; moreover, I should not have to tell you to put your phone away. If you are expecting an important call or have kids in childcare let me know and step outside to make/receive your call. 

If you continually disrupt class, you will be asked to leave and, thus, counted as absent for that particular class.  If the behavior becomes too disruptive, disciplinary steps will be taken, as per Board Policy 5550, “including but not limited to the removal, suspension or expulsion of a student.”

SCCCD Board Policy 5550 (#11) description of disruptive behavior: 
“Disruptive behavior, willful disobedience, habitual profanity or vulgarity, or the open and persistent defiance of the authority of, or persistent abuse of, college personnel, including obstruction or disruption of teaching, research, administration, disciplinary regulations, or other college activities, including, but not limited to community service functions or other authorized activities on or off-campus.”

Plagiarism: 
Academic Dishonesty:  
Students at Reedley College are entitled to the best education that the college can make available to them, and they, their instructors, and their fellow students share the responsibility to ensure that this education is honestly attained. Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences. 
 
Cheating:
Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers, in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage. Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or failing to disclose research results completely.  If you use Course Hero or LitCharts I consider that cheating as well. If you are caught using these sites I will give you an zero on that assignment and report you to administration. 
 
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents. (The above paragraphs were taken from page 48-49 in the Reedley College catalog). 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have a learning difference and require accommodations, please discuss your accommodation with me after class or during office hours early in the semester. Please, visit our DSP&S office if you are in need of academic accommodations.  I cannot honor your accommodations if I am not aware of them.  This means you need to advocate actively for yourself.  Thus . . . if you have a verified need for academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. Ask me for more information so that I may help you find the resources you deserve.

Basic Needs Resources
If you are struggling to get your basic needs met, Reedley has a resource page you can find here: Link to basic needs resources


Writing Center: If you engage with the writing process, research proves that your writing will improve. We have a free resource at Reedley College called the Reading and Writing center that can help you develop paper topics, receive peer feedback, and get constructive criticism on your drafts. In my classes, I will offer up to 10 points extra credit, 5 points each visit, for having your work peer-reviewed at the Writing Center. This is an excellent way to boost your grade and reinforce the skills we will be developing in our class.

Class Outline/Calendar:
See Canvas course website for more details. It is important to note that while the class will move in chronological order, from past to present, current and relevant issues impacting Chicanx-Latinx communities will be explored throughout the course. My goal is to help us see Chicanx-Latinx studies as a living thing that is influenced by the past and still happening in the present. Below is a brief overview of topic/timeframes covered:

Week 0-3: Framing Chicanx/Latinx Studies
Week 4-5: Mesoamerica and Latinidades
Week 6-7: Spanish Colonialism and the Creation of Race 
Week 8-9: Latina/o/x Politics of Immigration 
Week 10-13: Social Justice Movimientos of the 1960’s and Beyond
Week14-17: Contemporary Latina/o/x Topics
Week 18: Finals week
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"The paradox of
education is
precisely this -
that as one begins to
become conscious,

one begins to
examine the society
in which he is being
educated.”

-James Baldwin




