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Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor during office hours, or to consult by telephone.  This is your opportunity to discuss with the instructor your study habits and receive feedback from the instructor. This is also an excellent opportunity to discuss your career and educational goals with the instructor.  This does not preclude the student from meeting with the instructor before or after class periods as needed.  Additionally, for those students who are criminal justice majors, it is highly recommend they speak with the instructor concerning their career options.  

.  

Special note: “If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation act please contact your instructor as soon as possible”.

E-Mail:





        Office = Scot.Cheney@scccd.edu          

Required texts:  Neubauer, David,. “America’s Courts and the Criminal Justice System,” latest 
                               edition. Wadsworth Publishing. Student may use E textbook or online rentals. 
This course analyzes criminal law and its relationship to court proceedings in the United States. The class introduces to concepts such as: procedural rules, jurisdiction, classification and elements of crimes. The class also focuses on the legal issues and constitutional interpretations involving extradition, arrest, search and seizure laws, admissions and confessions, and other directives provided to law enforcement agencies. 

Student outcomes:
By the end of the semester, it is expected that the student will:

1. Arrange the various components of the court system into proper sequence.

2. Discuss and describe the various stages in the trial process.

3. Understand and correctly use the vocabulary of the court room.

4. Identify key due process issues relating to the 6th, 8th, and 14th amendments to the United States Constitution.
5. Describe the history and application of the exclusionary rule in shaping criminal procedures.
	Course Objectives.  In the process of completing this course, students will: 

	1. Assemble the various historical and developmental concepts of the United States and California criminal court procedures.

2. Critically analyze the hierarchy of the court systems.

3. Demonstrate the ability to use legal terminology, definitions, and theories of criminal law. 

4. Understand the adversarial nature of the American courtroom

5. Identify the elements of a crime, the seriousness of the offense and the defendant's capacity to commit such crimes. 

6. Explain and discuss the various criminal defenses, legal justifications, and burdens of proof.


Attendance:  In registering for this class, the student assumes the responsibility of meeting class standards of attendance and progress.  You may be dropped if prior to the drop date your overall average is below 55%, or if you miss more than 3 class meetings.  If you want to drop, don’t assume that I will drop you.  It is your responsibility to drop. It has been my experience that those students who recognize the value of being in class on time and prepared to learn are the ones who are the most successful.  While this course uses an excellent text, the instructor provides considerable insight and often uses outside sources to drive home important information. 

Method of grading:  


The final semester grade will depend upon the accumulation of points during the semester.  These points will be a result of points received for Discussion Board assignments (140 points) movie/documentary assignments (20 points), research paper (50 points), mid-term examination (50 points) and final examination (75 points). The instructor reserves the right to adjust scores as may be required throughout the semester.  Late work is not accepted. Email assignments are not accepted. 





90% and above = A 335-301 points





80% and above = B 300-268 points







70% and above = C 267-234 points





60% and above = D 233-201 points





59% and below = F 200 or below
Each student will be graded on the above listed criteria. The Final examination may be accumulative.  

 If a student misses the day of any impromptu quiz or participation activity, they miss the points.  No make-ups will be allowed unless with the prior approval of the instructor. It is the students’ responsibility to take adequate notes and read all assigned readings to be prepared for testing procedures.  

If a student misses’ class, it is their responsibly to check with either the instructor or a fellow student as to whether a quiz or assignment has been announced.  It is suggested that all students find a classmate to help them keep up and or receive copies of their notes. If sick or hospitalized, the instructor may require a note from a doctor/hospital.  

Student paper (50 points possible):  In correlation with Student Learning Outcomes number 2 & 3, (2 = Discuss and describe the various stages in the trial process; 3 = Understand and correctly use the vocabulary of the court room); each student will identify a case from the justice system, preferably from the media, or archives, which interests them. The student should follow this case throughout its life,  so that they will be able to identify all of the players in the proceedings. After the case has been completed, save any appeals which may arise, the student will prepare a four (4) page paper discussing the following items. 
· Introduce the case by summarizing it and what the verdict was.
· Identify the crimes with which the defendant was charged.  This will be done by listing the exact penal code sections and the elements of the crime(s) (i.e., PC187, the unlawful killing of a human being or fetus with malice aforethought).

· Discuss the various steps in the process (i.e., the arraignment, the preliminary hearing, the trial, and if conviction, the sentencing.
· Identify specific legal terms used in the process and define what they mean (i.e., the defendant plead not guilty, which means that he is saying that he did not commit the crime alleged and he is asking for his day in court to show he did not commit the crime). 

· Finally, the student will provide their impression of how the criminal justice system worked in this instance.  This is the students’ opportunity to discuss, in detail, the inner-workings of the system. 

The above assignment is due on Thursday April 7th at 1159 pm..  The research paper will be submitted in Canvas as a file upload in WORD format only. Late work is not accepted. 
Final examination:  May be comprehensive based upon all of the course material, including assigned readings, films, class lectures and discussions.  The date of the final examination is:




May 17, 2022 10-1150 AM 
 

Students are expected to attend the day and hour of their scheduled finals.  There will be no make-ups after the final has been given at the set time.

Holidays:
There will be no classes held on the following dates:

· MLK Day January 17, 2022
· February 18/21, 2022 Presidents Days  
· Spring recess April 11-15, 2022
Drop date = March 11, 2022. Grades to be awarded after this date. Please refer to the Reedley College Academic calendar for important dates for the Spring 2022 semester.   
Class policies:

· Unless specifically directed by Mr. Cheney, all cell phones are off. Do not text nor accept text messages or phone calls during class.  

· No late work is accepted without a doctor- or nurse-issued excuse. Also, email assignments are not accepted. 
Students must be on time.  Four tardies will be counted as an absence.  Roll is taken at the beginning of the period. If you arrive late, see the instructor after class to get credit for partial attendance. 
· Students should expect a certain amount of psychological discomfort as we will be discussing controversial issues. Students cannot secede from discussion or participation on the basis of discomfort.  Every effort will be made by the instructor and classmates to maintain respect and to use factual, relevant data to discuss controversial topics. Collegiate-level analysis and critical thinking require the examination of difficult problems that sometime engender emotional responses.  Students will practice rational, thoughtful expression.  
· Any student who is under the age of majority (18) is required to inform the instructor as certain topical areas may require parental consent.
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Important school policies:


Please refer to your school catalog schedule for complete details, however some of these policies include:

· Cheating and Plagiarism

· Drug/Alcohol free campus

· Sexual harassment

· Student conduct

Each student is expected to assist in the overall environment of the classroom making it conducive to learning. 


Disruptive Behavior Policy: Each and every one of you is here to further their education and better themselves.  My job is to not only provide you with quality instruction, but also to provide a learning environment that enhances your ability to learn.  As the instructor of this class, I have the right to dismiss for up to two class sessions, at my discretion, any student whose behavior I feel is disrupting the learning environment.  If you find yourself in this position, you will be given one warning.  The next time you are disruptive; you will be dismissed from that session.  You will not be allowed to make up any work missed as a result of dismissal. This includes homework, quizzes and exams. If you are dismissed during an exam, your score will be calculated based on the completed portion. Some examples of disruptive behavior are listed below: 
· –discussing topics not related to the course

· –noise from electronic devices

· cell phones
· pagers

· Mp3 players

· Improper use of laptops 
· –use of inappropriate language or disorderly     conduct
· –possession of a controlled substance or weapon

· –continual getting up during class

· –academic dishonesty (cheating)
Of all of the courses you take through the community college, none is more appropriate for students to learn how important it is to follow rules than those enrolled in Criminal Justice System classes.  We are a land of laws and regulations so get used to it. The ultimate rule is to have respect: respect for me, for your fellow classmates, and for yourself. 
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Formula for student Success!!  Success in school and in life is not only a matter of natural ability, but also of developing good habits.  Below are some study skills which may help the student to be successful in this course. 
· Come to class on time and be prepared to learn

· Read the assigned chapters in your text prior to coming to class.  It is perfectly acceptable, and recommended to underline and write notes in your text. 

· Take notes on materials covered during lectures, discussions and presentations.

· Quizzes and examinations will come from material you should be familiar with.

· Turn things in when they are due.

· Ask questions for a clearer understanding

· It is understood that you will spend two hours outside of class for every hour in class working on homework and/or studying.  Make a schedule for yourself and agree to work on this class during the allotted times.  Spread those times out so you do not try to complete your assignments at the last minute. When planning your schedule, don’t forget to include work hours and parental responsibility you might have. If you find that there is not enough time to complete all of your tasks, then, adjust your schedule so that you are not over tasked.  Please read each chapter for the week in the COR. This will assist you in the Discussion Board topic. (I don’t know or I did not read the chapter is not an appropriate response when called upon by the instructor). These steps, as first, may appear to be cumbersome; however, once you organize yourself, it will become second nature.  You will succeed!!

Course Outline/Expanded
Week #1 (1/11-1/13)

Tuesday-
Introductions/Syllabus/Chapter #1

Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week #2 (1/18-1/20) 

Tuesday-
Chapter #2

Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week #3 (1/25-1/27)
Tuesday-
Chapter 3
Thursday-
Movie documentry/assignment
Week#4 (2/1-2/3)
Tuesday-
Chapter #4
Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week #5-(2/8-2/10)
Tuesday-
Chapter #5 

Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week#6-(2/15-2/17)
Tuesday-
Chapter#6
Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week #7-(2/22-2/24)
Tuesday-
Chapter #7
Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week #8-(3/1-3/3)
Tuesday-
Chapter #8
Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week #9 (3/8-3/10)

Tuesday-
Mid-term review
Thursday-
Mid-term Exam
Week#10 (3/15-3/17)

Tuesday-
Chapter #9
Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week#11 (3/22-3/24)

Tuesday-
Chapter#10
Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week #12 (3/29-3/31)

Tuesday-
Chapter #11
Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week #13 (4/5-4/7)

Tuesday-
Chapter#12
Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week #14 (4/19-4/21)
Tuesday-
Chapter #13/14

Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week #15 (4/26-4/28)
Tuesday-
Chapter #15-17
Thursday-
Discussion Board topic
Week#16 (5/3-5/5)

Tuesday-
Documentary/Assignment
Thursday-          Documentary discussion
Week #17 (5/10-5/12)

Tuesday-
Final exam review
Thursday-
Final exam review
Week #18 (5/17)
Tuesday-
Final exam 
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