Syllabus: ART 2
Reedley College

Fall 2021
Fully Online (Canvas)
Visual Culture Intro
(This syllabus is designed as a general course guideline, and is subject to modification as per the needs of the class and instructor)
Instructor: Eliana Soto Saucedo
Email address: eliana.saucedo@reedleycollege.edu  or ezs33@fresno.edu

Required Text:  Exploring Art: A Global, Thematic Approach, Fifth Edition, Margaret Lazzari and Dona Schlesier
Course Description:
Credit: 3 units

Visual Culture Intro is an introduction to the visual and verbal vocabulary of art.  The students will learn about the social/historical context for various works of art along with the techniques used in the various media.  We will cover art from around the world: Africa, Oceania, the Americas, Asia, Australia and Europe from pre-history to the present time in a thematic approach.

Through online lectures, films, readings, and activities, students will develop an understanding of the elements of art, a basic vocabulary for comprehending the role art has played throughout history, and a recognition of contemporary trends in art. Students will learn why, when, and how various works of art were made. This will inform them in the myriad ways of viewing and appreciating art.  Instruction will include online lectures, film documentary clips, online discussions,  online quizzes, online tests, term paper, and final exam. 
Prerequisites: This is a foundation class. No art background or prerequisites are necessary
Student Learning Objectives:
The successful student will develop a greater understanding and appreciation of art and therefore demonstrate verbally and in writing an ability to:
· Identify what art is and why it exists.

· Recognize and comment on different aspects of visual works such as painting, sculpture and architecture.

· Recognize and describe elements and principles of design in any artwork.

· Describe the different media and techniques with which artists have worked.

· Identify artists of the past and present and recognize and identify their works.

· Define major art movements and/or styles and identify artists associated with them.

· Relate works of art to their historical and cultural settings.

· Express opinions through critique and discussion.
Course Requirements:

 No zoom meeting required . Regular online attendance, reliable and accurate note taking, sustained reading and completion of all assignments are essential to the receipt of a passing grade in the class. In addition to online lecture, there will be online interactive and collaborative activities. In order to participate effectively, is important for students to be prepared for  Zoom discussions and activities by doing the reading consistently.  There will be either a quiz and  a discussion  writing prompt each week  covering the assigned chapter. If the student does not submit it during the week, there will be no opportunity to make up the missed quiz or writing assignment.
Active online Zoom  participation by the students is essential to obtaining the best experience in class. In addition to online  attendance, it also consists of maintaining a generous, engaged attitude during online  lectures and class discussion. Each student will be assigned a chapter to be responsible for online discussion. This will involve special attention to reading the chapter, choosing artworks on that chapter, and bringing comments, questions, and observations to the attention of the class dialogue on the chosen artworks.

Evaluation:
Each midterm and final is worth 75 and 100 points (175 total). Class online discussions activities (quizzes and in-class writings) are worth 200 points total.  A participation component worth 50 points includes homework assignments, participation in class discussion and activities, and performing the assigned role as discussion leader. There will be two projects required, one report and one art project worth 75 points each. There are 625 points possible for the course. Test material is taken from lectures and the required text. Extra credit of 2 points for each chapter will be given to those students who turn in a detailed outline of any textbook chapter. 
Extra credit will also be given to students who visit major California online art galleries and museums, and submit a paper in response to original works of art.).  Extra credit will not be accepted from students not turning in the projects and/or absent for more than six days during the term.  No exceptions.
The following is a breakdown of the class points:

· 50 points = Art Challenge project  
· 100 points = 10 Quizzes (10 points each)

· 100 points = 10 online discussion (10 points each)

· 35 points = Participation on online forum Discussions
· 15 points = Color activity  
· 75 points = 1 Art Report  

· 75 points = 1 Art Project

· 75 points = 1 Mid-term examination

· 100 points = 1 Final examination 

· 625 points TOTAL

Grade Scale:

90% - 100%     A

80% - 89%        B

70% - 79%        C

60% - 69%        D

below 60%        F

Rules and Regulations:

Online Attendance 

For online courses, attendance is defined as academically engaging with the online course material at least once a week. Online students who do not academically engage with the online course material during the first week will be marked absent and administratively dropped from the course. Academic engagement in the Canvas online environment is automatically tracked by submitting assignments and/or interacting with Canvas activities. Examples of Canvas activities are assignments, blogs, chat, choice, databases, discussion forums, glossary, journal, questionnaires, quizzes, surveys, wikis, or workshops. Logging into Canvas and/or looking at resources such as videos, websites, articles, or books are not output-type activities and will not be considered online attendance. Students who do not participate in online activities weekly are at risk for failing the course, which may affect their academic or financial standing.
Course Participation 
Students are expected to participate in all online activities as listed on the course calendar. Your active participation in this course is vital to your own learning and successful completion of the course. This means that you need to:

· Log into the Canvas  course site a minimum of three times throughout the week to check for any new announcements, updates, and assignment completion

· Participate in online Discussions Forums/assignments to illustrate your understanding of weekly readings and resources 

· Complete assignments in a timely manner so that you can keep on track, make steady progress throughout the course, and provide timely feedback to your peers when requested

Late or Missed Work
It is important to complete all assignments on time! No late homework assignments or essays will be accepted. I do understand, however, that unforeseen events sometimes occur. For this reason, we have the Late Paper Contract, located at the back of this syllabus. Students may use the Late Paper Contract only once, which means that one essay or project may be turned in exactly one week late, no questions asked for a 10% grade reduction.  Be careful to reserve the later paper contract for emergencies or illness only. No excuses will be accepted for any subsequent late papers. 
There are no make-up tests possible in this class. In the case of a serious verified emergency, the instructor may offer an essay paper (5-7 pages with footnote or in-text citations) to substitute for the exam. The instructor must be notified of a serious emergency before the exam.
Assignments:

Assignments will include, but are not exclusive to the following:

Projects: Specific guidelines for each of the two projects will be given on the day that they are assigned. The first project will be a hands-on art project and the second will be a written essay.
Hands-on Art Project:

Thinking of the visual arts as a means of communication, the student will create a work of art that makes a statement (i.e. a political/social/ cultural/religious comment). It can be done in any medium, using materials already on hand (i.e. crayons, markers, fabric scraps, paints or any interesting objects that would serve the purpose.). Whether the work is a political or social statement, or of a more personal nature (i.e. a response to the death of a loved one), the student needs to be able to verbalize the basic premise of the piece. The purpose of this project is to experience some of the processes of creating a work of art. 
Compare and Contrast Essay:

The student will select a work of art from chapters 11 – 14 in the text, and spend time looking thoroughly at this work of art, then write an analysis of it. The student should think in terms of subject, form and content, and look for the elements of design and the principles of organization. How is the artist using shape, color, line, and texture? How is the piece balanced? What rhythms are established? Do we get a sense of movement? How is he or she using these "formal" aspects to help convey a mood, or idea? Also, the students will investigate the artists and the historical period they represent. Students will attempt to answer the questions of “What do you think was the purpose for making this piece? What do you think they were trying to say?” Then the student will find another work that is similar in some way. For example, the student can make a comparison of two portraits, landscapes, or works on a similar theme, like mother and child, the crucifixion, etc. The student should look carefully at both, compare, and contrast the two. Again, thinking in terms of form, subject and content. How are they similar? In what ways are they different? The student should write using specific art vocabulary. Finally, the student will respond to these works of art, both critically and personally, answering the questions, “Do you think they are equally successful as works of art? Why? How do they make you feel? Do you like them? Why or why not?”  The writing component for this course will be a 4-5-page essay, with appropriate citations and bibliography. 
Art  Activity : Color 

Complete the following activity: 

i. Read the textbook chapters and PowerPoint slides for this week.

ii. Contemplate what you have learned about regarding color. Think about how colors may reflect a feeling, mood or emotions. 

iii. Think about one color that relates to a powerful emotion or feeling for you. 

iv. Now, you are to create an artwork that reflects primarily one color. It may be a drawing, collage, painting, sculpture, graphic design etc. 

v. You are to take a picture of your artwork and include the picture in a WORD doc.

vi. Along with your picture, you are to write a short (half page) artist’s statement of your work, which describes why you chose the color you, did, what the color means or represents to you. 

Directions for Submitting Assignments 

All assignments must be submitted to the appropriate area in Moodle; do not email assignments to the instructor. Assignments must be submitted in a format that can be opened and accessed by the instructor. Accepted file formats are: ppt, pptx, doc, docx, pdf, and other file formats specified by your instructor.

Group Projects: Occasionally students will be asked to prepare for group discussions. Preparation will include research to be done outside of class, in addition to in-class conferencing with other classmates in the group.

Quizzes: Approximately once a week, as we begin a new chapter, there will be a multiple-choice online quiz based on the chapter, which each student should have read prior to taking the quiz. Each quiz is worth ten points. 

Warm-up writing activities: students will have written response to a prompt on the screen, which will be taken from either past lectures or the assigned readings from the text. Incomplete responses will receive ½ point. All complete responses will receive one point. Even if responses are not completely correct, simply turning in a fully-formed response will give the student the full amount of points possible. Exceptional answers give the student extra credit that can be applied to their overall grade.
Communication with Instructor 
The instructor is available by zoom appointment at mutually agreed upon times. Students may expect voice, text, and email messages to be returned within 24 hours, excluding holidays and weekends.

Before sending an email to your instructor, consider this:

· For assignment-related questions, please use the ‘Ask A Question’ Forum’ in the Canvas course. This helps other students with similar questions ‘stay in the loop’ as well.

· For personal questions/comments/concerns, contact the instructor by email or phone. All emails to your instructor should include the following information:

· To: [instructor email address]

· Subject line: Course number & Section number – Issue/Question (Example: ART 2 - Module 5.1 Forum)

· Proper salutation to instructor (Example: Dear Professor Soto) 

· Email body text

· Your Name

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  
We will discuss plagiarism in class, but for now, it is important for students to be aware of how serious it is to use someone else’s ideas or words as one’s own without giving the legitimate author credit.  Plagiarism can be intentional or it can be accidental, and it can encompass anything from using a borrowed sentence without a citation to buying a paper online and turning it in as one’s own. Plagiarism is cheating, and Reedley College punishes academic dishonesty severely Any student who turns in work that is plagiarized will receive either greatly reduced points or an “F” on that assignment, which could lead to failing the course. I want all students to be successful, so please don’t hesitate to talk to the instructor over any struggles to come up with ideas.
Any other forms of academic dishonesty such as cheating on exams will result in immediate termination of the exam and an “F” on that exam.
Accommodations in the classroom: 

If any student has a verified physical, medical, psychological, or learning disability or feels that he or she has any disability that might impact the ability to carry out assigned course work, the student should contact the Disabled Students Programs & Services (DSP&S) ((559) 638-0332), DSP&S staff will review the student’s needs and determine the accommodations that are necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation is confidential. 
Technology: 

The Math Center, the Reading/Writing Center, and the Learning Center are all using the same online tutor matching service.
Additionally, all Math and English Courses, as well as many other high demand courses should have embedded tutors; that means students may be able to message their embedded tutor via Canvas in each course.
If a student needs to search for a tutor, they should go to www.tutormatchingservice.com/reedley , sign up for a free account, and begin searching for RC tutors from all three Centers.
Here is a tutorial video on how to use Tutor Matching Service: https://youtu.be/xvRD7kSJNhs
Email policy:  Due to problems with junk mail & spam, students must use their official Reedley College email to contact the instructor; otherwise email may go directly to instructor’s junk email box. The most effective way to communicate via email is through CANVAS. It is important to access your Reedley email at least once per week. You are responsible for information disseminated through email.
Technology Note: CANVAS will be a required online resource for this class.  Instructor will post web links, images, term lists, assignments, copies of all handouts, and make announcements on the CANVAS site.  CANVAS can be accessed 24/7 by going to the college webpage, click on the CANVAS logo.  
Click on Art 2 and then click on MODULES to see posted items.  Please contact the instructor immediately if you need further instruction on how to access CANVAS.
GRADING CHARTS FOR ESSAYS

          75-Pt. Essay             GENERAL GUIDELINES

	A
	68-75
	Excellent structure & thesis statement.  Meets all length and source requirements. Thesis is clearly set out at beginning and the body of the essay fully supports the thesis.  Only 2-3 spelling or grammatical mistakes.  Presents original ideas/argument clearly and in an interesting manner.  Fully considers the visual evidence in discussing the art objects.

Goes beyond the basic requirements of the paper in terms of level of thought and writing. 

	B
	60-67
	Good solid paper.  Meets all length and source requirements. Thesis present but needs to be stated in a stronger, clearer manner and/or more complex manner.  Very few spelling and grammatical mistakes.  Paragraphs follow in sequence and present one key idea per paragraph.  Has good introduction and conclusion, but structure of essay needs some refining.  

	C
	53-59
	Completed all requirements for the assignment, but does not have a strong thesis statement.  Does not go much beyond mere description of the visual objects.  Some spelling & grammar mistakes.  Needs work on the structure of the paper and shaping paragraphs.  May use quotations too frequently rather than paraphrasing in own words.

	D
	45-52
	Attempted assignment but has major problems in terms of structure, grammar & argument.  No thesis statement presented.  Paper is shorter than required with excessive margins or large fonts.  Sloppily written.  Relies far too much on quotations/ideas from other authors rather than stating own ideas.

	F
	Below 52
	Sentences and ideas plagiarized.  Paper too short.  Excessive spelling and grammar mistakes.  Does not follow the assignment guidelines.


Tentative Course Schedule – ART APPRECIATION

August
Week 1     9th -13th       Introductions/Discussion/ Art Challenge project 
Week2        16th -19th       History of Western Art in a Nutshell –Discussion/Art Project
Week 3       23th- 27th      Ch. 1: Art and Art Making - Quiz Chapter 1/ Discussion 
September 

Week4         30st - 3th         Ch. 2 : Art and Architecture – Quiz Chapter 2/Discussion
Week 5         6th -10th         Ch. 3: Media – Quiz Chapter 3/Art Project 
Week 6         13th – 17th      HANDS ON PROJECT DUE  Group Discussions 
Week 7         20st -24th         Ch. 4: Deriving Meaning – Quiz Chapter 4/ Discussion 
October 

Week 8          27th- 1st          Film “Wasteland”- Discussion 
Week 9         4th -8th             Chapter 15 Quiz
Week 10       11th -15th        Review for Midterm 
Week 11      18th -22rd        Midterm Exam/ Guest Speaker / Paper images due
Week 12        25th -29th        Ch.  5: Food and Shelter – Quiz   
November 

Week 13       1 -5th           Ch. 6 : Reproduction and Sexuality – Chapter 6 Quiz
Week 14        8th- 12th         Ch. 7 Deities – Chapter 7 Quiz 
Week 15        15th- 19th       Ch.8 Death and Mortality – Quiz Chapter 8 PAPER DUE
Week 16         22- 26th      Ch. 9  Power, Politics and Glory   BREAK
December 

Week 17-    29th -3th              Ch. 10 Social Protest/Affirmation 
Week 18 -   8th- 9th             Finals  Final Exam
