SOCIOLOGY 32 – SPRING 2020
COURTSHIP, MARRIAGE & DIVORCE

Instructor: Fatima Rodriguez

 
Office Hours: TTH 1:50-2:50 





Mon 3-4:00, every 3rd Mon 4-5; Wed 3-5:00 & by appt.
Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3405

 

Office:  CCI 209
Email: fatima.rodriguez@reedleycollege.edu     


Class Time:  MWF 2:00-2:50 POR 5  
TEXTBOOK: Intimate Relationships, Marriages, & Families, by Nick Stinnett, Nancy Stinnett, Mary Kay DeGenova and F. Philip Rice. 

BASIC SKILLS ADVISORIES: Eligibility for English 125 and 126. 
DESCRIPTION: This course introduces the principles and theoretical perspectives of marriage and family and their application to everyday social life.  Classroom participation consists of discussion of sociological findings in such areas as marriage, family, love, courtship, power, gender roles, mate selection, family planning, pregnancy & childbirth, communication skills, and divorce.

OBJECTIVES: Sociology 32 is structured to provide students with workable knowledge regarding basic concepts from sociology in relation to marriage and family.  The class is designed to promote discussion and to provide students with the opportunity to use "hands-on" the concepts explored in the classroom.  A major goal is to get students to understand and recognize the basic principles underlying human social behavior in marriages and families.  

DROP POLICY: Remember the drop deadline is March 13th, however, to avoid a ‘W’ the deadline is January 31st.  You can be dropped from a class for excessive absences, if you miss 6 credit hours in the first nine weeks of the semester (March 13th).  If you decide to drop, do not just disappear from class, it is your responsibility to drop the class officially at the admissions and records office or online.  A student needs to attend a minimum of 2 class sessions in a row to be added.  

Important Dates:

Jan 20 – MLK Jr. Day
Jan 31 – Last day to register

Jan 31 - Last day to drop to avoid a “W”

Feb 14 – Lincoln Day

Feb 17 – Washington Day

Mar 13 - Last day to drop a full-length class 

Apr 6-10 – Spring Recess

May 18-22 – FINAL EXAMS

ATTENDANCE POLICY: Attendance will be taken every class period.  It is your responsibility to make sure you are marked present.  If roll is taken twice in one day, leaving early will be considered an absence.  You can not participate if you do not attend class.  You do not need to check with me for absences, unless you do not want to be dropped in the 1st nine weeks.   There are NO EXCUSED absences.  

CANCELLED CLASS POLICY: If a class session is cancelled, I will let you know ahead of time, if possible.  Furthermore, there will be an official school notice of the cancellation on the door.  

GRADES
MINI-PROJECTS (6 @ 3 pts. ea.).............…............…...18 pts.

Projects can not be made-up. A hand-out explaining each assignment will be distributed in class.



Project 1 - Family portrayals in the mass media



Project 2 – Socialization using toys  



Project 3 – Marriage plan 



Project 4 – Family budget (x 2 = 6 pts.)



Project 5 – Marriage Contract

These exercises are focusing on getting the student to start understanding the real-life situations of marriages and family.  
RESEARCH PAPER..............................................100 pts.

FOUR pages, there is a penalty for not abiding by the page limit, typed, double-spaced, on any issue/theme discussed in the book or in lecture.  Innovative and creative ideas and/or methods are encouraged. Points based on content (critical analysis of material) and appearance (grammar, spelling, organization). [Always keep a copy] 

Basically, you will be conducting primary and secondary research.  

You will need to use at least 3 credible secondary sources (books, articles), not including your class textbook.  If conducting interviews, at least 2, or if conducting a survey at least 30 people.  A hand-out explaining the assignment more in detail will be distributed later in the semester.  
FINAL PAPER DUE FRIDAY, APRIL 17th.
EXAMS (3 @ 100 pts. ea.)....................................300 pts.

Exams will be multiple choice and/or short answer.

Bring scantrons and a #2 pencil for the exams.

PARTICIPATION ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..5 pts.
Any student who is responsible for an electronic interruption of class will be penalized 5 points.  Talking/texting/reading messages on the phone prevents participation.  Participation throughout the semester involves answering and asking questions, and joining class discussions.  It is the teacher’s perception of how many points a student will earn based on his/her participation throughout the semester.  
TOTAL POINTS...............................................423 pts.

Grading Scale:




SOC 1A




90 - 100% = A

381-423









80 -  89% = B

338-380









70 -  79% = C

296-337








60 -  69% = D

254-295








59 & below= F 


NO EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENTS.

If you are unable to attend class you are still responsible for turning in all assignments on their due dates.  NO LATE PAPERS will be accepted.  If you wake up sick or something happens, give your work to a friend or your study-buddy to turn in for you.  Electronic submissions are not accepted.   
There will be four exams given throughout the semester and only the three highest scores will be counted for your final grade.  If you miss an exam that will be the one you drop.  There will be NO MAKE-UP EXAMS.
Classwork will be collected during the first 5 minutes of the class.  Students who arrive late will not be allowed to hand in work after it has been collected from the class.  All assignments are to be TYPED.  The door will be locked on important dates. 
Disruptive behavior (eg. talking back to the teacher, talking to classmates, using cell phones, texting in class, using foul language) will not be tolerated in class.  Your first warning will be verbal, the second time you will be asked to leave the class for 1 or 2 days, thus, being counted as absent.  The third time you will need to see the Dean of Student Services before returning to class.  For additional information, please refer to the “Administrative Policies” section of the Reedley College catalog. 
EXPECTATIONS

Students must not engage in any behavior which may be distracting to their own attention and learning or that of other students.  Therefore, students must not leave early, come excessively late, or work on assignments for other classes, or talk with other students during class time.  Student conduct which disrupts the learning process will lead to penalties and other disciplinary action and/or removal from class.  Students will be moved around in the classroom to prevent misbehavior. 

All cell phones, and other electronic devices must be turned off BEFORE class begins, and they must be stored out of sight for the entire class period.  Students are not to use these devices to check for messages during class time; doing so will result in a 5 point penalty from participation points.  Any student who leaves class to use, check or refer to a cell phone or other electronic device will incur a 5 point deduction from participation points.  Therefore, if a student leaves to go to the bathroom, the cell phone is to be left at the front of the class.  

Students need to come to class prepared, bring pencils, paper, scantrons, and take notes.  Turn in all assignments on their due dates, TYPED.  
Disclaimer: In preparing statements of course policies, expectations, and consequences, it is not possible to anticipate all potential circumstances that may arise in the future.  When situations or problems not specifically addressed in these statements of policies and procedures do occur, they will be dealt with by the instructor in a manner consistent with the policies and procedures expressed in these statements.  
No food, beverages, or children are allowed in the classroom, per school policy.

RECORD OF GRADES:

MINI-PROJECTS 

       _____   _____   _____   _____  _____                  
RESEARCH PAPER        _____                             

EXAMS (keep 3 highest scores)     _____   _____   _____   _____           

PARTICIPATION   _____
**Keep track of your scores, so that you know where you stand in the class.  Keep all your returned assignments.

STUDY-BUDDIES:  

During the first two weeks of instruction, you will be asked to find two students to exchange names and phone numbers with.  Should you be absent, your study-buddies will take notes and answer your questions as to what happened in class.  It is your responsibility to contact a study-buddy to find out what you missed during your absence or to turn in classwork for you on time.  
PLAGIARISM:
Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source.  One example of plagiarism is the failure to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others.  Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on a particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.  

DISABILITIES:
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact the teacher as soon as possible.

WEEK

TOPICS






READING
1-2

Intimate Relationships, Marriages in 21st century
1

2-3

Family Backgrounds





2




Project 1



3-4

Gender: Identity & Roles




3



Project 2






EXAM #1
4-5

Attraction and Dating





5

6

Sexual Basis of Relationships



8
7

Love and Mate Selection




6
8

Family Planning & Parenthood



11




EXAM #2
9

Pregnancy & Childbirth




12


10

Being Single






4

11-12

Qualities of Successful Marriages


7



Project 3




EXAM #3
13

Spring Break

14-15

Work, Family Roles, & Material Resources

9



Project 4





FINAL PAPER DUE FRIDAY, APRIL 17th   


16-17

Power, Decision Making, & Communication

10



Project 5


18

The Troubled Family and Divorce



16

FINAL (EXAM #4)
Monday, May 18th, 2:00-3:50
The time and date of final examinations will not be changed to accommodate holiday or travel arrangements or employment schedules.  

The above schedule and procedures for this course are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

I hereby proclaim that I have read and understood the conditions of this syllabus.

SIGNATURE________________________________________ 

DATE________________________

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. Demonstrate how to make well-informed decisions concerning interpersonal relationships and human sexuality. 

2. Identify functional and dysfunctional patterns of communication within relationships, and be familiar with ways of improving communication in relationships.

3. Analyze sociological concepts and theories to describe and/or explain dating, marriage, and family life.   

