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Fall 2019, English 15A, Creative Writing – Poetry 
Professor:                Mr. Dominguez

Office:
Annex 2

Phone:

EXT 3745


E-mail:

david.dominguez@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:
My face to face office hours are M & W from 900AM-950AM and T & TH from 930AM-1030AM. My online office hour is on F from 900AM-1020AM on your class’s Canvas discussion board (for general questions about lectures, reading assignments, etc.…) or via email for private questions regarding grades and other personal matters.  
Changes to the Syllabus/ Calendar:

The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus or the course outline.  Missing class or not checking Canvas is not an excuse for not being aware of any changes that are made to the syllabus or the course outline.
Catalog Description:

A course intended for students who enjoy reading and writing poetry. In this course, students will study poems by professional writers and fellow students and use what they learn to write their own original poetry. The strongest poems written in this class are often recommended for publication in Reedley College's literature journal, Symmetry.

Course Content:

Student Learning Outcomes:

A. Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Evaluate manuscripts on the basis of intention, merit, and received criticism, using shared critical vocabulary

2. Recognize and employ effective strategies for composing a poem

Objectives:

B. In the process of completing this course, students will:

1. Understand the nuances of language—literal vs. figurative; denotative vs. connotative

2. Recognize the impact of poetic style and voice

3. Make decisions regarding poetic structure on the basis of thematic purpose

4. Create strong sensory images as a method of re-creating experience

5. Recognize the influence of various points of view

6. Recognize the importance of effective research

7. Read/examine professional models from the standpoint of craft

8. Respond (offer constructive criticism and praise) with sensitivity to others’ literary efforts

Lecture Content:


C. Using published and successful student work as models, the following craft elements will covered:

1. Devices of sound

2. Imagery and metaphor

3. Rhythm, rhyme, and the poetic line

4. Diction, tone, and voice

5. Organization and unity: poetic forms

6. Review of professional models 

B. Review and analysis of further professional and student models

C. Beginning original writing

1.    Reading and imitation

2.    Ways of getting started

3.    Writing poems following class exercises

4.    Writing original poems

D. Conduct of Workshop: beginning evaluation and critical response to poems

1. Defining elements of a poem

2. Subject material for poetry

3. Critiques of others’ writing

4. Self-editing and revision

Please Purchase the Following REQUIRED Texts at the Reedley College Bookstore:

Field Guide to the Heavens
Author: Gaspar
ISBN 978-0-299-16524-6

Looking for The Gulf Motel
Author: Blanco
ISBN 978-0-8229-6201-4

Spanish Notebook
Author: Buckley 
ISBN-10: 0991577272 and/or ISBN-13: 978-0991577279 
The Cave: Selected and New Poems

C.G. Hanzlicek

ISBN: 9780822957492

I KNOW WHAT I WANT TO SAY, BUT I DON’T KNOW HOW TO SAY IT

Author: David Dominguez

Publisher: Only available on our course’s Canvas page. It will be available on for download on August 19th. 

Getting Your Poems Published:

Each year, Reedley College publishes Symmetry. Symmetry is a literature journal that showcases the best essays, creative nonfiction, short stories, and poems written by Reedley College students. This semester, I will pick the best poems written for our class and publish them in Symmetry. This is also a chance for you to share your work with an audience.

Semester Grading:

This semester, you are going to write 4 poems and revise one of them for your final exam. All assignments are worth 100 points. All assignments will be graded based on your ability to demonstrate knowledge of our texts, on your ability to show knowledge of craft, on your ability to use basic writing skills, on your ability to demonstrate well-written sentences, and on your ability to follow directions. These poetry writing assignments may include work on the discussion board in which evaluate one another’s work. 

Grading Scale:

500 – 450 = A

449 – 400 = B

399 – 350 = C

349 – 300 = D

299 – 000 = F

Late Work:

Late work will not be considered without a documented excuse that I am willing to consider.

Extra Credit:

Extra credit will be offered during the semester. When you turn it in, I will put it in my extra credit folder. At the end of the semester, I will calculate final grades; if you have earned a “C” or higher because of how you have done on the required course work, I will then add your extra credit to your final grade. Thus, the extra credit will not raise your grade from an “F” or a “D” to a “C.” It can, however, raise your final grade from a “C” to a “B” or from a “B” to an “A.” 

Format for All Assignments: 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING MLA Guidelines (poems that do not follow these MLA guidelines may not be accepted)…Poems must be typed in Times New Roman. Font must be size 12. Print quality must be clear and black. Double space all work. Do not bold face the font. Do not use inappropriate capitalization. Do not use unnecessary italics. Do not center justify your poem. One inch margins top, bottom. Last name, page number in upper right-hand corner. One inch margins left, right. In the top left-hand corner of the first page, type the following pieces of information:
Name (first, last)

Instructor: Mr. Dominguez

Course: English 15, Poetry Writing

Date: (Applicable date)

Poem One: Center the Title of Your Poem

Academic Behavior:
You must maintain a respectful tone with me and each other on the discussion board. When I read your posts, I expect to see proper English. Not capitalizing “I” when it is a first-person pronoun, for example, is not proper English. The language used to write text messages is definitely not proper English. Students who fail to maintain a respectful tone in this class via email or the discussion board may be dropped from the course—consider yourselves warned. 

Email Correspondence:

If you send me an email, it must begin with “Dear Mr. Dominguez” and end with “Thank you” and “Sincerely, [your name].”  Emails must be written with proper English. Emails that look like text messages or contain informal language will be ignored. Here is a properly written email:

Dear Professor Dominguez,

May I have your feedback on my poem? I  attached it to my email. I’m worried that my concrete images are not very strong. Thank you.

Sincerely, Andrew

Here is an email I will ignore:

yo. check it out. let me know right away cuz i here u don’t give out As.   

Attendance and Being Dropped from the Course:
· Students who do not introduce themselves to the class by Friday, August 23 at noon on the discussion board will be considered inactive and will be dropped from the course unless they have a documentable excuse that I am willing to consider.
· Students who do not turn in poems 1 AND 2 will be considered inactive and will be dropped from the course unless the students have a documentable excuse that I am willing to consider. 
· Students who do not respond to my emails or appear to not be active in the course before October 12 will be dropped from the course unless the students have a documentable excuse that I am willing to consider.
· Each week check in on the discussion board for attendance. You must check in by Friday at noon. I will post a new link each week. 
· Students who do not check in will be marked absent for the week. Students who accumulate 4 absences by October 11 will be dropped from the course unless the students have a documentable excuse that I am willing to consider. 
Technology:

Because this is an online class, students are expected to be familiar with technology. For example, students must be familiar with Canvas, use Microsoft Word (full version, not the online version or Google Docs or Pages or something similar), have quality Internet service, have a reliable computer, be able to use their SCCCD email, and use the QuickTime player and other software to access lectures. All assignments must be completed with MS Word (full version, not the online version or Google Docs or Pages or something similar). If I have to open an account to view a document, I will not accept the assignment. Having problems with technology is not an excuse for falling behind in the class or for not turning in work. 
(As a Reedley College student, you can download the full version of MS Word. When you login to your SCCCD email, you should see an option to download Word.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Course Outline:
Friday, August 16th: Students read the syllabus, buy books, say hello on the discussion board (must participate on the discussion board by August 23 at noon or will be assumed inactive in the course and will be dropped. Read the book Field Guide to the Heavens by next Friday.
Friday, August 23nd: Lecture posted on free verse poetry, narration, and imagery. New discussion board post.
Friday, August 30th: Lecture posted on free verse poetry, narration, and imagery. Poem 1 assigned. 
Friday, September 6th: Poem 1 due at noon. Read the book The Cave by next Friday.
Friday, September 13th: Lecture posted on line, line break, and stanza.
Friday, September 20th: Lecture posted on line, line break, and stanza.
Friday, September 27th: Lecture posted on line, line break, and stanza. Poem 2 assigned.
Friday, October 4th: Poem 2 due at noon. Read the book Spanish Notebook by next Friday.
Friday, October 11th: Lecture posted on setting and tone. 
Friday, October 18th: Lecture posted on setting and tone. 
Friday, October 25th: Lecture posted on setting and tone. Poem 3 assigned.

Friday, November 1st: Poem 3 due at noon. Read Looking for The Gulf Motel by next Friday.
Friday, November 8th: Lecture posted on music. 
Friday, November 15th: Lecture posted on music. 
Friday, November 22nd: No lecture. Thanksgiving. 
Friday, November 29th: Lecture posted on music. Poem 4 assigned. 
Friday, December 6th: Poem 4 due at noon. Final assigned. 
Wednesday, December 11th: Final due at noon.
In addition, we will have conversations on the discussion board about poetry. Points will not be awarded to students who participate. Rather, this is a chance for you to discuss the books that we are reading with your classmates and me. The discussion board gives you a chance to be part of a writing community and to share your work with each other. Thus, the conversations are worth far more than a scattering of points.

