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Political Science 2

American Government and Politics  

	Contact Information

E-mail: corey.booth@scccd.edu

     If You Need Help or Have Questions

Please come to class fifteen to twenty minutes early or talk with me during the break in the middle of the class

Tips for Success

· Read the assigned material prior to the next class

· Attend class and take thorough notes
· Review your notes

· Participate in class discussions and activities

· Consider reading a newspaper regularly or take time to watch the news a few times during the week (this will enable you to see the real-life applicability of this course)

· Form a study group and compare your notes


	Basic Policies:

· You may be dropped from this course if you miss two three hour sessions of class.

· Turn off your cell phone (iPhone, Droid, Blackberry, etc.) completely and put it away during class.  You will have an opportunity to check your cell phone during the break.  Otherwise, you may be asked to leave for the day if you violate the cell-phone policy.

· Turn off all other electronic devices, such as iPods, etc., before you enter class.

· Please do not bring children or guests to class.

· Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class.  If you are late, you will need to sign the late list after class, otherwise you will be marked absent.
· If you need to leave early for any reason, please talk to me before class or during the break, otherwise you may be marked absent.

· There will be a seating chart for the purposes of attendance.

· Final exam date: Tuesday, May 15, 2 P.M. to 3:50P.M.  See the final exam notes later in this syllabus.




	Academic Accommodations:

· If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor (Talk to me before class, during break, or send me an e-mail) as soon as possible.  Test modifications require at least one week notice.


	TESTS
1. _________________

2. _________________

3. _________________

4. _________________

Total tests _________



	                                    YOUR GRADE
GRADING

Tests (4)

          65 points each    260
Activities                        50
              Total               310
279 (90%) – 310 points = A

248 (80%) – 278 points = B

217 (70%) – 247 points = C

186 (60%) – 216 points = D

Less than 185 points    = F
 It is important for you to keep track of the scores you receive on your tests so that you know which test you may wish to retake on the day of the final




	Activities/quizzes

· Activities may occur at any time during class when a few questions are posed that require you to write out, raise your hand, or orally provide a response.

· These activities might involve the use of review questions or in some cases opinion questions.  The opinion questions will be used to provide a non-scientific poll of the class that can help further the course of class discussion.

· Tests are not included with the activities grade.

· On regular class days, you can earn four points for participating in all of the activities by responding to the questions.  You will earn two points before the break and two points after the break.  
· On test days, you can earn two activity points after the test.  In the event that there is a take-home test, you can earn all four points on that day.

· You can earn one point out of two if you arrive late to class, leave early, and/or participate in at least half but not all of the activities that require your response.

· Being absent prevents you from earning activity points for that day.

· During the course of the semester, you can earn up to 50 activity points that will count towards your grade.

· You will need to arrive on time for the ~25 quizzes that you will take during the course of the semester.  Also, if you arrive late to class, you will likely miss some of the questions on the quiz, or you may very well miss the entire quiz.  Please keep in mind, that while you will earn credit for those questions you answer correctly, you will not be able to make up missed quiz questions or quizzes.
· Participation/Attendance is a requirement of this class and will be recorded on a daily basis.  Participation/Attendance points will be earned for each day you are physically present/active in the class.  Participation in class includes attending class, asking questions, responding to questions (both verbally and non-verbally), participating in and reacting to class discussion, (both verbally and non-verbally).  Failure to attend class on a regular basis will adversely affect your performance in this course, your participation points and your grade.


	~Six hours of studying, reading, for each class 
The Reedley College catalog describes how the average college student spends a minimum of two hours outside of class for every hour he or she spends in class.


	CANVAS
· You will find important resources for this class on Canvas.

· To use Canvas, you can go to the Reedley College, Clovis Community College, or Oakhurst Center websites.

· Click on the Canvas box.

· You will then use your SCCCD login that you use for email to access Canvas.
· Once you’ve gained access to your Canvas account, you can then click on any of your classes.  For this political science class, you will should find outlines of each lecture and your grade for the various unit tests and activity points.
· You should check your Canvas account several times a week for important announcements, assignments, and course documents.

· The course syllabus will be available in Canvas.

· If you do not have a computer or access to one, you can use the media center (library) at the Madera Center, Oakhurst Center, Reedley College, or Clovis Community College.

· It is critical that you get access to a computer since you will want to avoid missing important assignments and announcements that are found online.




American Government Videos:

You can find two student produced videos at the Madera Center library that cover many of the themes we will be discussing in this course.  If you decide to view them, you can utilize the TV/VCR they have for student use in the library, however, do not remove the videos from the library.

History-oriented videos on political figures or about political campaigns may also be helpful.

	Unit #1

· 1.  (Jan. 16, Jan. 18) "CIVIL LIBERTIES ENRICHMENT"
· We will be watching some videos that will introduce the constitutional issues raised by and the rights conveyed by civil liberties.  While we will not cover this material until the final unit, advance knowledge may prove helpful, as we cover this topic in today's class on Tuesday, Jan. 16 and Thursday, Jan. 18.

· 2.  (Jan. 23) "THE ORIGINS AND REDISCOVERY OF DIRECT AND INDIRECT DEMOCRACY"
· READ CHAPTER 1 BY January 23.
· Know and understand the ideas that influenced the Founders of the United States and the framers of the U.S. Constitution
· Recognize the attributes and functions of American democracy

· Identify the two forms of democracy (direct and indirect) and give examples of each type.

· Describe various alternatives to democracy (i.e. absolute monarchies, dictatorships, etc.)

· Define politics, government, state, and nation 
Unit #1 (Continued)
· 3.  (January 29) "THE CONSTITUTION"
· READ CHAPTER 2, CHAPTER 3, AND THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE (APPENDIX A1-A3) BY January 29.

· Compare and contrast the key aspects of the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution

· Describe the main elements of the Virginia and New Jersey plans, as well as, the characteristics of the Connecticut Compromise

· Know and understand the separation of powers and the system of checks and balances by being able to provide specific examples of how each branch of government checks and is checked by the other two branches.

· Know the formal process for amending the Constitution (Art. 5)

· Describe the key differences between the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists concerning the Constitution and the Bill of Rights 
TEST #1: THURSDAY, February 8
Bring 888-E Scantron

There will be multiple-choice and short essay response questions.



	Unit #2

· 1.  (Feb. 13) "THE CONGRESS ENRICHMENT"
· We will be watching a video that will describe the origins, role and changes affecting the Congress over the past couple of centuries.  While the next unit's readings relate to that lecture, advance knowledge may prove beneficial in better understanding the interrelationships between the different branches of government covered in today's class on THURSDAY, Feb. 13.

· 1.  (February 15) "POLITICAL PARTIES"
· READ CHAPTER 9 BY February 15.
· Understand the strengths and weaknesses of the two-party system in America and the efforts of minor parties to compete in statewide and national elections.

· Explain the important ideological differences between the Democratic Party and Republican Party.

· Understand the organizational structure of the two major political parties.

· Explain the role of political parties and whether their emergence was inevitable.
· 3.  (February 27) "THE PRESIDENCY AND FOREIGN POLICY"
· READ CHAPTER 13, CHAPTER 18 AND ARTICLE II OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION BY February 27.

· Know the various Constitutional powers held by the U.S. President.
· Know the qualifications for the office of president and vice president, as well as the first four individuals in the line of presidential succession
· Explain the differences between a veto and a pocket veto
· Describe the process of impeachment in the House and the Senate’s role in removing a governmental official from office.
· Explain how contemporary events can impact the direction of U.S. foreign and domestic policies.
· Describe the possible long-term implications of the War on Terror

· Know the various economic organizations and military alliances to which the U.S. belongs.
Unit #2 (continued)

· 4.  (March 6) "THE FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY"
· READ CHAPTER 14 BY March 6.

· Describe the roles of the White House office, the Cabinet (department heads), and the vice president.
· Explain the significance of the change from the spoils system to the civil service system.
· Analyze the reorganization of the various Executive Departments after the DHS (Department of Homeland Security) was created.
· Explain the tension between political appointees and the permanent civil service.
TEST #2: THURSDAY, March 8
Bring 888-E Scantron

There will be multiple-choice and short essay response questions.


	Course catalog description of Political Science 2:

“The field of American politics deals with the organization, distribution and orientation of political power in American society.  This course surveys the processes and institutions of United States national, state and local politics.  Among the topics discussed are individual political attitudes and values, political participation, voting, parties, interest groups, Congress, the presidency, Supreme Court, the federal bureaucracy, civil liberties and civil rights, and domestic and foreign policy making.  Attention is paid both to the present state of the American political system and to its historical roots.”



	Unit #3

· 1.  (March 13) "THE CONGRESS AND ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POLICYMAKING"
· READ CHAPTER 12, CHAPTER 16, CHAPTER 17 AND ARTICLE I OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION BY March 13.
· Explain the major differences between the House of Representatives and the Senate, including membership requirements.
· Describe the significance of the Seventeenth Amendment for the U.S. Senate.

· Define the reapportionment, incumbency, redistricting and gerrymander.

· Know the roles of the Speaker of the House, the House and Senate Majority Leaders, the House and Senate Minority Leaders, and the whips in both the House and Senate.

· Describe the roles and differences between committees, subcommittees, and conference committees.
· Explain the process in both houses by which a bill becomes a law.

· Describe the various influences that may affect whether a member of Congress votes for or against a specific bill.
· 2.  (March 22) "CAMPAIGNS, ELECTIONS, AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION"
· READ CHAPTER 8, CHAPTER 10 BY March 22.

· Describe the differences between primaries and elections.

· Explain the various ways in which Americans participate in the political process.

· Describe the gradual expansion of the franchise (i.e. voting rights) for various groups of Americans.

· Explain the issues and factors that influence voting preferences and turnout.

· Identify the various stages throughout the entire course of a presidential campaign
Unit #3 (continued)

· 3.  (April 5) "PUBLIC OPINION AND THE NEWS MEDIA"
· READ CHAPTER 6 AND CHAPTER 7 BY April 5.

· Define what public opinion is and explain how it is surveyed by pollsters.

· Describe the various forms of political polls and their reliability.

· Explain the different influences that affect political socialization.

· Describe the importance of the First Amendment freedom of the press.
· Explain what function the news media serves, as well as, any limits to its freedom.
· Describe historical events that have affected the news media (such as technological developments like the Internet or the Supreme Court’s ruling in New York Times Co. v. United States).
· 4.  (April 10) "STATE (CALIFORNIA) AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT"
· READ MINI-CHAPTERS 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, & 9 IN ANAGNOSON'S, ET. AL. GOVERNING CALIFORNIA BY April 10.

· Describe the constitutional initiative system by which the California Constitution can be amended.

· Explain how direct democracy is embodied in the initiative, referendum, and recall systems.

· Describe the differences between professional legislators, such as those in California, and citizen legislators, such as those in New Hampshire.

· Explain how a typical state court system functions.

· Describe how local governments in the form of counties and cities function.
· List and describe the various types of city governments.
TEST #3: THURSDAY, April 19
Bring 888-E Scantron

There will be multiple-choice and short essay response questions.


	Unit #4

· 1.  (April 24) "THE JUDICIARY (EMPHASIS ON THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM)"
· READ CHAPTER 15 AND ARTICLE III OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION BY April 24. 
· Know and understand the various sources of law within American jurisprudence (“law”).
· Describe the origins of judicial review and explain its significance in terms of certain actions taken by Congress, the President, and by states.

· Explain the various roles of the three levels within the federal court system.

· Describe what is meant by original jurisdiction, appellate jurisdiction, “questions of fact,” and “questions of law.”

· Describe the historical development and contemporary makeup of the U.S. Supreme Court, and the process by which the court hears a case.
· 2.  (May 3) "INTEREST GROUPS"
· READ CHAPTER 11 BY May 3.
· Explain the purposes behind and the effects of interest groups.

· Describe the formation and perpetuation of interest groups in American society.

· Analyze how interest groups impact American government and politics particularly in relation to the First Amendment.
Unit #4 (continued)

· 4.  (May 8) "CIVIL LIBERTIES & CIVIL RIGHTS"
· READ CHAPTER 4, THE BILL OF RIGHTS (THE FIRST 10 AMENDMENTS), CHAPTER 5 AND AMENDMENT XIV BY May 8.
· Identify the major rights conveyed in the first 10 amendments to the U.S. Constitution (the Bill of Rights).

· Describe and give examples of protected and unprotected speech.

· Explain the First Amendment’s freedom of religion, including its establishment clause and free-exercise clause.

· List the major rights of defendants accused of a crime.

· Describe the implied right of privacy that has been inferred from, but is not actually stated in, the Bill of Rights,

· Explain how the right of privacy has been used in respect to abortion and euthanasia.
· Describe the expansion of civil rights in recent U.S. history.

· Identify and explain the significance of laws (Voting Rights Act of 1965), court rulings (such as Brown v. Board of Education and “Brown II”) and events (the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott).

· Describe the different types of equality found in society.

· Explain the significance of the 14th Amendment, especially in terms of “equal protection of the laws.”
· Trace the civil rights movements of various groups of Americans, including African-Americans, women, Latinos/Hispanics, Native Americans, special needs persons, senior citizens, juveniles/adolescents, and homosexual persons.
Test 4: See Below



Current Events 2018
· You should check Blackboard regularly since national and international current events that pertain to the topics we will be discussing in class may be posted periodically.  The material found in these readings may subsequently appear on quizzes and/or tests.

· If you’ve found something interesting and relevant that you would like to share that relates to the topics we are discussing, please bring it up in class.

· The following news media sites are just a few of the outlets you can use to follow current events.

	News media sites:

The following websites are just a few out of thousands that you can use to stay informed about current events.

· latimes.com                         - The Los Angeles Times

· nytimes.com                        - The New York Times

· news.google.com/               - Google News

· online.wsj.com/public/us   - The Wall Street Journal

· sacbee.com                          - The Sacramento Bee

· cnn.com                              - Cable News Network

· foxnews.com                       - Fox News

· msnbc.msn.com                  - Microsoft-National Broadcasting Company

· abcnews.com                       - American Broadcasting Company

· cbsnews.com                       - Columbia Broadcasting System (60 Minutes)
· c-span.org                            - Cable Satellite Public Affairs Network

· fresnobee.com                     - The Fresno Bee

· washingtonpost.com            - The Washington Post

· timesonline.co.uk                 - The London Times

· bbc.co.uk/?ok                      - British Broadcasting Corporation

· drudgereport.com                 - The Drudge Report

· npr.org                                  - National Public Radio

· comedycentral.com               - Comedy Central (The Daily Show)
· maderatribune.com               - The Madera Tribune

A website including the front pages of and many links to various newspapers throughout the U.S. and World

· newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/




	Course Outcomes                                   (Student Learning Outcomes):

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Recognize the Constitutional processes and principles as they occur in modern U.S. and 
    California politics.

2. Relate the structures, roles and powers of the national, state and local governments.

3. Recognize the impact of various "policy inputs" on the development of public policy in  

    the United States and in California.

4. Identify the categories of policies made by governments within the United States, and 
    relate the questions underlying these policies.
Course Objectives:

In the process of completing this course, students will:

1. Study both the theory and practice of “democracy.” 

2. Research the forces and political philosophies that influenced the founding fathers of the United States and the framers of the Constitution. 

3. Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation with the Constitution of the United States of America, including a discussion of the Federalist and Anti-Federalist factions. 

4. Review the role played by the U. S. Constitution in (a) creating our federal system of government, with its subsequent divided responsibilities, and (b) establishing the separation of powers and checks and balances principles at the national level, as well as the implications of such. 

5. Examine the federal system as a practical device to accommodate—within one government—national and local needs unique to the United States. 

6. Evaluate the relationship between the Bill of Rights, the government, and the concept of “civil liberty,” noting that liberty is both the absence of governmental intrusion and the result of a set of guarantees that protect the individual against the excesses of government. 

7. Assess the idea of civil rights as the rights of all citizens to equal protection of the law, as provided in the 14th Amendment of the Constitution. Students will also explore the development of civil rights, using the evolving civil rights of African-Americans and other groups as examples. 

8. Consider his/her role as a voter in the United States political system, and survey the varying forms and systems of elections used in the United States, including primary elections, general elections, California referendum and initiative elections, California recall elections, and the electoral college. 

9. Gain an understanding of the characteristics of the American political party system and the functions parties serve in the process of governing. 

10. Analyze the issues surrounding the development of public opinion, and its influence on the formation of public policy. 

11. Examine the influence of different means of mass communication (media)—both news-based and entertainment-based—on the development of public policy, and the techniques employed by each. 

12. Evaluate the positive and negative effects of the countervailing influences of interest groups in American politics, the tactics of interest groups, and the means employed for keeping them honest. 

13. Appraise the powers and limitations of the office of the President of the United States, and examine the roles he/she plays as a ceremonial, political, administrative, military, and legislative leader. 

14. Examine the various powers/roles of Congress, different theories of representation, and the strengths and weaknesses of the legislative, or lawmaking, process. 

15. Study the role of the national courts in interpreting the Constitution, shaping individual rights, and determining the distribution of governmental power. Students will also consider the subtleties of constitutional interpretation, noting that the Constitution is a living document that adapts to changing needs. 

16. Explore the vastness and complexity of the bureaucracy. Students will investigate the different national departments and agencies, the characteristics of their growth and evolution and the mechanics of reorganization and reform; and to comprehend the difficulties of effective reform. 

17. Examine the programs in the area of domestic policy intended to promote “the general welfare.” 

18. Investigate the forces that shape American foreign and defense policy. 

19. Study the structure, major functions, and significant powers of both the State of California and local governmental entities. Additionally, students will examine the relationship of state and local institutional powers to the concept of Federalism and survey various examples of direct and indirect democracy at the state and local levels. 




Readings and the key concepts covered in POLSCI-2


Note: The key concepts described here are meant to provide you with an idea of the main concepts we will be covering both in class and in the text.  These lists are by no means comprehensive and therefore should not be solely relied upon for the tests.  Prior to reading a chapter in your textbook, you may find it helpful to read either the on-line summaries or the summaries found at the end of each chapter.  All readings for this course are found in We The People (Ginsberg, Lowi, et. al.) unless otherwise specified.








Academic honesty:


Plagiarism or cheating on assignments or tests will result in serious consequences.  If multiple versions of a test are used, you are to complete a different test than those to either side of you.  Tests are not to leave the classroom.  Also, when tests are passed out, all materials should be put away or on the floor during the test period.  








Scantrons:


For the first three tests, you will need to bring a Scantron 888-E and a No. 2 pencil.  For the final exam and for the makeup test, you will need to use form 882.  You will need to have the proper Scantron and pencil in order to take these tests.


When your corrected Scantron is returned, check it over since no changes in the Scantron grade will be made after you leave class.


Required materials:


Available at the Madera Center bookstore: We The People, Ginsberg, Lowi, et. al. & Governing California, Anagnoson, Bonetto, et. al.








Additional Items (F.Y.I.):


You are responsible for the material that was covered in class or in your reading assignments.  Part of your activity grade will be based upon answering questions in class that are related to the readings.


Some of the key concepts and ideas presented in class are not found in the readings.


This syllabus is subject to minor changes.


The last day to drop with a “W” is Friday, March 9.


You will need to complete your test within the given time limits to have it graded


Holiday(s):  Martin Luther King, Jr. (Jan. 15); Lincoln Day (Feb. 16); Washington Day (Feb. 19); Spring Recess (March 26-March 30)


It is the goal of this class to have lively and relevant discussions while maintaining respect for various ideas and opinions.  Nevertheless, partisanship is discouraged because it is believed that open-minded exchange will better enable us to analyze the key issues that are involved in U.S. government and politics.


Be sure to keep all of your Scantrons





FINAL EXAM…bring two Scantrons #882


TUESDAY, MAY 15 (2:00 P.M.)


Test #4 (the final exam) will be given during finals week at the time specified in the Reedley College/North Centers Catalog.


In addition to taking the final, you will have the option of retaking one (1) of the first three tests.  Your score on the same unit test will be dropped and replaced with your score on the makeup test.  As such, it is your responsibility to determine which test you will need to retake before you come for the final exam session.


Keep in mind that the makeup test and the final exam (Test #4) will be a different version from earlier tests.  Instead of having a short-essay response, there will be additional multiple choice or true/false questions that equal a total of 65 points)





Tests and Quizzes


Tests: There will be a total of four tests.  The description of these tests is found in the unit summaries


Each test is worth 65 points; 260 total


On the day of the final exam, you will be able to either “retake” or “makeup” one (1) of the prior tests


The final exam and the “retake” or “makeup” test will be different and not include a short-answer section


Material covered in class or in the readings may be on the tests


You will have ~55 minutes to take each test


If you are late, sit in the back and I will bring you the test.  Please do not disturb the other students.  Also, if you arrive late, you will have less time to complete the test.


Quizzes: There will be ~25 unannounced practice quizzes, that are part of your participation grade.  They will be based upon the readings and/or lecture.


There will not be a makeup for the “pop” quizzes.











