
Welcome to Accelerated Reading   Successful students realize that reading and writing are the lifeblood of educated people.  This course is designed to help you develop the reading skills you’ll need in order to be successful in English 1A and other college courses.  Your success in college is very important to me, and as your reading coach, I will do everything I can to give you the resources and support to help you succeed.  If I’m not doing this, please reach out to me.  I am here to see you succeed.  Please hold me accountable as I will hold you accountable.  If you are not someone who typically enjoys reading, keep an open mind.  Students usually find that the texts in this class are interesting and that talking about them with peers makes them enjoyable.
What will You learn?  You’ll build your academic reading skills while you think about texts that you read, talk and write about.  You’ll be reading, most likely, a lot more than you’re used to, and you’ll read types of texts that will be new to you.  After all, the course is designed to speed up your progress in reading so that your reading improves greatly in just one semester.  Be ready to be challenged and to grow as a reader, writer and thinker.  If you put in enough time and effort and get help when you need it, and I know that you will succeed.

You’ll learn how to cope with texts in a variety of different ways so that you can concentrate, understand, remember and use what you have read.  Using what you’ve read could mean summarizing in speech or writing what you’ve read in your own words, taking a quiz or test on the material, or applying concepts that you’ve read to new situations.  These are all typical reading tasks for college, work and life.  Over the semester, you’ll compile a toolbox of personal reading strategies, or tools, so that when you are faced with building meaning from something that you’ve read, you have the right tools for the job.
What learning resources are available to all students?
Reading and Writing Center

Humanities 58

8-4 M-TH; closed Fridays

Tutorial Center


LRC


8-5 M-Th; 8-3 Fridays

My Office Hours


CCI 215

11-12 daily or by appointment

What materials do you need to bring to class every day?
*Outliers, by Malcolm Gladwell.  Please get this right away.  It’s available online as an audiobook, but you need to bring your own paper copy to class daily.  There is one copy on reserve in the library for you to read there in an emergency.  It cannot be checked out.
*A binder with paper for organizing handouts and work

*A pad of sticky notes

* A composition book

What classroom policies are you expected to follow? 
Minimize your distractions and demonstrate respect towards others.
Please don’t eat in class, ever.  Drinks with lids are ok.

Please turn off your ringer, remove your earbuds and put your phone away when you come to class.  If you must answer an emergency text or call, please step out and do so quickly.

Please don’t use profanity.

Please use the restroom before or after class.  If you have an emergency, step out quietly and return quickly at a natural break in the action.  You need not ask me if you can go; just go!
Please demonstrate that you understand the difference between public and private behavior. 

Attend class. Everyone can develop reading skills by themselves, but don’t go through it on your own!  Showing up is half the battle.  Doing your homework and participating in class make up the other half.  If you have to be absent, find out what you missed before you come back to class.  The best way to do this is to e-mail me. The general college policy for a daily class, and mine, is 10 absences by the final drop date, March 9.  Keep track of your absences, and save them for foggy days, sickness, transportation difficulties, and changed work schedules!  After March 9, neither you nor I may drop you from the class no matter what.  
Take quizzes and hand in work on time unless you’ve made some other arrangements with me ahead of time.
Let me know as soon as possible if you’re working with Disabled Students Services and Programs (DSPS) and need learning accommodations.

Do your own work.  If you copy sentences from print resources, you will get a 0 on the assignment.  Never put your name on something you don’t understand, and don’t copy from other students.  Discussing your ideas is good, but you should not base your written homework on another student’s written homework. If your work looks just like another student’s work, you will both get a 0 on the assignment.
Is there extra credit available?


Yes.  The College offers many interesting and enriching activities to students, and I want to encourage you to take advantage of these by offering you extra credit for attending these.  I’ll let you know about these as I learn about them.  Sometimes, though, you’ll know about college activities that I don’t know about.  If you are wondering if an activity counts for extra credit, ask me before attending.  To get credit, you’ll need to follow the directions for completing a green extra credit card.  You can earn up to 20 points of extra credit, five points per activity.  
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