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	English 1A – Reading and Composition


Instructor:
Margaret Leahy Timmers
Class Time:
Period 5 – Sanger High School
Office Hrs:
To Be Determined
Email:

Margaret.leahy-timmers@scccd.edu
Course Description
Students will read, analyze, and compose college-level prose, with emphasis on the expository; study writing as a process; explore different composing structures and strategies; edit and revise their own writing; and conduct research (gather, organize, evaluate, integrate, and document information), culminating in a term research paper and annotated bibliography.  Students will write a minimum of 6,000 words in formal academic language.

Required Text
Green, Stuart and April Lidinsky.  From Inquiry to Academic Writing
ed. New York:  Bedford/St. Martins.  2018
Skloot, Rebecca. The Immortal Life Of Henrietta Lacks. New York : Crown Publishers, 2010. Print.
Student Learning Outcomes

	Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

	1. Write a documented research paper of at least 1,500 words that includes:

· a sophisticated introduction, multiple body paragraphs, and conclusion 

· a clearly defined, arguable thesis sentence

· supporting details that exhibit critical thinking and use credible secondary sources

· correct usage of MLA format, including a works cited page

· sentences that exhibit a command of the complex/compound with minimal comma splices, sentence fuses, fragments, and mechanics

· controlled and sophisticated word choice

· writing in third person/universal

· an avoidance of logical fallacies

· demonstration of an awareness of purpose and audience

· appropriate and purposeful use of quotations

· correct in-text citations

· an annotated bibliography of multiple sources

· an avoidance of intentional and unintentional plagiarism

2. Complete a timed essay independently in class

3. Summarize and comprehend college level prose (will include a full reading)


Course Objectives 

	In the process of completing this course, students will: 

	1. Write multiple essays of at least 1,500 words, including at least one research paper with documentation.

· Arrange and integrate ideas in a multiple body paragraph essay, complete with topic sentences, supporting data, and background, as necessary. 

· Indicate an arguable thesis.

· Gather, analyze, and synthesize peer-reviewed sources and/or original research such as interview, survey, or observation. 

· Employ MLA formatting guidelines. 

· Reduce dependence on the instructor’s guidance; students will ultimately independently and accurately recognize and self-correct errors in sentence construction, punctuation, and mechanics. 

· Craft increasingly mature and cogent writing while choosing the appropriate tone and academic voice.

· Practice sound choices in identifying and avoiding logical fallacies.

· Employ appropriate use of third person universal.

· Identify appropriate audiences for their compositions.

· Employ quotations, discriminating among sources for accuracy and validity. 

· Employ MLA formatting guidelines for Works Cited Page and in-text citations.

· Develop an annotated bibliography from sources for a research paper. 

· Recognize the appropriate use of sources, while avoiding intentional and unintentional plagiarism.

2. Write an organized essay(s) with thesis and adequate support independently within a class period.

3. Read and understand college level prose, including:

· identifying the model, summarizing the thesis, and locating supporting information.

· naming rhetorical devices such as irony and parallelism and translating metaphorical language, so as to determine an author’s intent, both explicit and implicit.

· answering questions from assigned reading, differentiating between an author’s intent and personal reaction

· describing, evaluating, and questioning the purpose, audience, organization, and style of assigned readings


Grading
The breakdown of your grade will be as follows (you may also check your grade on Canvas at any time during the semester):




Essays:

70%




Homework:

15%




Participation/




In-class work:

15%




Total:


100%

90-100%=A
80-89%=B
70-79%=C
60-69%=D
59% and below=F
Required Course Work
Essays
You will write four to five essays including a research project in this course.  For each essay you will be doing pre-writing assignments and multiple drafts.  All drafts must be typed and double-spaced on 8.5 x 11 paper using 1 inch margins.  Final drafts must be submitted in a pocket folder with all of the following:






prewriting assignments



outline




first draft




peer review forms



final draft

Writing is a process, and it is extremely important that all assignments related to essays be completed and turned in on time and in sequence.  Pay careful attention to due dates.  Late/missing assignments will be penalized one full grade for every day they are late.  An essay more than two days late will not be accepted.  
Homework
Homework will include reading, writing assignments, and grammar exercises.  Homework is due at the beginning of class.  Late homework will not be accepted.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out the homework assignment from a classmate and turn it in at the beginning of the next class.  

Participation and In-Class Work
Attendance is required and you will be expected to participate fully in class activities.  These activities will include pair work, group work, and class discussion, in-class assignments, and journal writing.  You must be fully prepared for each class.  If you have more than two weeks’ worth of absences during the semester, you will not pass the class.  

Arriving to class late is very distracting to me and the other students in the class, so please arrive to class on time.  Two tardies will be considered one absence.

Note – No extra credit will be offered.  However, if you do all the writing assignments, homework assignments, and attend the class regularly, you WILL pass the class!!

Required Materials

8.5x11 college-ruled paper, pocket folders, a thumb drive, writing journal (folder, notebook, loose-leaf binder, etc.  Please make sure to have these materials at every class.
Classroom Etiquette
· Be prepared for each class.

· Arrive to class on time.

· Turn off/silence and put away cell phones and similar devices before class begins. 
· Treat each other and me with professionalism and respect in workshops and class discussions.

· Pay attention to and participate in class discussions and other activities.
· Do not hold side discussions.
Class Accessibility
If you need any accommodations as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act including alternate media requests, please notify your course instructor immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate you.

Plagiarism

Don’t do it.  If you do, you may automatically fail the course and the offense will be part of your permanent academic record.  Plagiarism is using someone else’s ideas, words or information without giving him/her credit. This could mean you got the paper online, or your friend wrote it for you, or someone “edited” it so much that it is now no longer your work. Be careful with getting too much “help” in the writing process. Come see me if you aren’t sure what this means. I also don't accept “recycling” your own papers written for other classes and turning them in to me for this class. You must do original work required for this course.
If you have any questions regarding plagiarism and how not to do it, see me.  We will be discussing paraphrasing, quoting, and proper citations in this class.
Syllabus Contract 
By staying in this class, you are accepting this syllabus as a contract between you and me and the other class members.   I will adhere to it as a guide for the course.  By staying enrolled, we agree to my grading and attendance policies, the work you will do for this class, and the etiquette expectations of this class.
