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COMM 1: PUBLIC SPEAKING 
Syllabus ~ Spring 2017
Instructor: Aimee S. Ahle, M. A.



Days: W 
E-Mail: aimee.ahle@reedleycollege.edu


Time: 6:00-8:50
Office Hours: By Appointment
 


Location: SOC 39
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	Required Materials: 

· Textbook: O’Hair, D., Rubenstein, H. & Stewart, R. (2016). A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking 5th Edition. ISBN13: 978-1-4576-7040-4
· Access to a computer, internet, and printer

· 3 ScanTrons - 882E 




Recommended Materials: Flash Drive, Notecards, APA or MLA citation style manual.

Course Description
Fundamentals of public speaking utilizing theories and techniques of communication enhance public speaking skills. Particular emphasis will be on the organization and criticism of public discourse. This will be achieved through research, reasoning, presentations, and the evaluation of various types of speeches which include informative and persuasive speeches. Communication 1 fulfills the General Education Requirement in Oral Communication (G.E. Foundation A1). C-id designation Comm 110. 
Student Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Construct and deliver dynamic and competent presentations that are adapted to 

the purpose and audience. 

2. Utilize organizational patterns and research materials that incorporate sufficient, 

credible, and relevant evidence. 

3. Explain the principals of human communication by critically evaluating public 

speeches through constructive critique and self-analysis. 

Specific Objectives
In the process of completing this course, students will: 

1. Gain communicative competence and confidence as a result of the preparation, 

presentation, and analysis of oral messages. 

2. Gain an understanding of the communicative process. 

3. Develop skill in informative, persuasive and ceremonial speaking. 

4. Recognize the need for clear and concise organization of ideas. 

5. Use supporting materials effectively. 

6. Analyze and adapt messages to address audience attitudes, needs and 

demographics. 

7. Recognize the role of culture in the production and management of spoken 

interaction. 

8. Develop skill in extemporaneous speaking, students will present a minimum of 

three graded speeches in front of an audience. 

9. Enhance vocal skills (projection, diction, inflection and volume). 
10.Improve listening skills.
11.Critique and analyze their own and other speeches.
12.Utilize practical assignments and exercises that will reinforce the theoretical 

concepts studied in class.
13. Present a variety of speeches and will be expected to present for approximately 

25 minutes each during the course of the semester. 

Canvas

Grades are posted on Canvas for the convenience of the students - please check Canvas weekly to stay on top of your grades, check for errors, check for due dates, and to keep informed of changes through announcements. Canvas will be utilized for final submission of outlines, references pages, journals, and speech critiques. The ONLY way I will accept these assignments is through Canvas. I will not accept paper copies or emails. If you have difficulties logging in or attaching files, please see Reedley’s student tech support. I do not help with technological issues regarding Canvas.
Course Assignments
Readings and Participation: Students are responsible for completing assigned readings in advance of each class meeting and actively participating in discussions, activities, and instructional presentations.
	Graded Item
	Points Possible
	Score

	“Three Things” 
	Credit/No Credit
	

	When I Was At My Best Speech 
	25
	

	Cultural Artifact Speech
	120
	

	Cultural Artifact Outline
	20
	

	Participation
	100
	

	Informative Speech 
	135
	

	Informative Outline 
	30
	

	Persuasive Speech 
	150
	

	Persuasive Outline 
	40
	

	Impromptu Speech (no outline) 
	30
	

	Audience Evaluations (2x25)
	50
	

	Quiz 1 
	100
	

	Quiz 2 
	100
	

	Final 
	100
	

	Total Points Possible 
	1000
	


Extra credit: 20 points can be earned for perfect attendance (no absences, regardless of the reason). 
Assignment Descriptions:

1.) Quizzes/Final – These tests will assess your knowledge of the reading from our textbook based on our assigned chapters. Students who miss a test due to an absence or tardy, will not be able to make up the test – regardless of the reason. You will need scantron 882E. 
2.) “I Was at My Best” Speech – Tell us about a time in your life when you were at your best. You should select a situation where you were "at your best", not necessarily when you "were the best". This might be in the area of academics, athletics, extracurricular activities, volunteer activities, family relationships, or personal relationships. 2-3 minutes.
3.) Impromptu Speech – In class, students will be given a fun topic and have to give a 1-2 minute argument or description of their topic. This is a points/no points activity therefore completing the activity you receive 20 points. If you are absent, there are no makeups. 
4.) Cultural Artifact Speech –  Bring to class an artifact or object that symbolizes your cultural identity and explain it to the class. It does not have to only be related to ethnicity. Culture can be family traditions, holidays you celebrate, hobbies (“gaming” culture, cheerleading, extreme sports, painting, etc.) Use three main points to answer questions like: What does your artifact mean to you? How did you get interested in it? How does it symbolize your culture? Etc. Make sure you do not just tell us ABOUT your culture (the history of El Dia de Los Muertos), but how it relates to you and why you’re interested in that culture (instead, your family traditions during that holiday). 
5.) Informative Speech – Using the forms of support discussed in the text and in class, develop and construct a speech that addresses one of the following types of informative speeches: Speech about Objects, People, Places, Evens, Ideas, or Demonstrative. More information will be given later in the course.

6.) Persuasive Speech – The objective of this assignment is to provide students with experience in persuasive speaking.  This assignment represents a culmination of the components of public speaking that have been examined in this class. Select one of the major persuasive functions discussed in class: 

I. Adjusting Attitudes, Beliefs and Values:  This speech should focus on the reasons why the audience should accept the position the speaker is advocating.  

II. Action:  This speech calls for audience members to act in a particular fashion.  The action should be workable and provide some degree of solvency.

III. Opposing Views:  This speech requires the speaker to refute a commonly held principle, policy, or idea.

IV. Inspiration: This speech is motivational and encourages the audience to engage in something positive that enriches their lives. Often seen during ceremonies like graduation. (volunteer, donate to charity, adopt an animal, etc.)

10.) Participation – This class is interactive and your participation is crucial to your success and that of your classmates. Each student is expected to attend class each day and be prepared to discuss ideas and share opinions relevant to public speaking. Points can be lost if absences and/or tardies accumulate, if students leave class early, or if students do not participate vocally in class discussions. See attendance policy for points lost for absences and tardies. 
Course Policies
Attendance Policy: Reedley College requires that attendance be taken for each class. Further, because of the performance and participation aspects of this course, it is important that you attend each class. There are no “excused” absences as it relates to the attendance policy - you will be allowed TWO free absences.
ABSENCES

1. Your first two absences will cause no point penalty. They are “free” - so use them wisely!
2. Your next two absences will lower your participation grade by 20 points each.

3. You will be dropped from the course (or receive an “F” if it is after the ½ way point) on the 5th absence.

4. The first time you leave class early will cause no penalty. After that, each additional time you leave class early will lower your participation grade by 10 points.

5. You will be dropped if you do not attend the first day of class.

TARDIES

1. Your first two tardies will cause you no penalty.

2. Each subsequent tardy will subtract 5 points from your participation grade – it is up to you to be sure you have no overlapping classes or other issues which will keep you from making it to class on time every time. 
SPEECH DAYS

If you are late on a day speeches are being given, wait outside the classroom until you 


hear the audience’s applause and enter the room. It is courteous to wait for the moments 


between speeches instead of walking in the middle of a student’s presentation and 


interrupting them. 
** If you miss your assigned speech day, you are allowed to make up 


your speech ONLY on the following speech day with a TWO LETTER GRADE 


deduction with documentation and permission from the instructor. If you fail to make up 


your speech the next class day, you will receive a zero on the assignment and an F for the 


course.**
Note: Students bear all responsibility for dropping this class. If you stop coming to class, do not “count on” the instructor to drop you. Students’ failure to execute a web drop to remove themselves from the roster may result in an “F” in the course. 
Late Assignments: **No late work!** All work is due at the beginning of class. No late work will be accepted after the class period ends.  The test dates are assigned and you need to make sure you are able to make class on those days - there will be no make-up tests given!
Tests: There are NO make-up tests. No matter the reason. 
 **YOU MUST COMPLETE ALL FOUR MAIN SPEECHES TO PASS THE CLASS.**

Speech Day Etiquette: As a student, you have an obligation to not only complete your speech assignment, but also be an attentive and responsive audience member.  Within your speech grade, there is a listening component that not only looks at your attendance during the speech rounds, but your conduct as an audience member. Points will be lost for napping, talking, playing with your cell phone, doing homework for other classes, using your laptop, etc. 

Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact the instructor as soon as possible. 

Academic Integrity:  Please refer to the Academic Integrity policy for definitions and repercussions of dishonest activity. Academic honesty is an unassailable requirement of this course. All work is to be your original composition. You will receive zero points for any assignment that is found to be work other than your own.  
Changes to Syllabus: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to this syllabus and to the class calendar if extenuating circumstances arise.
DAILY SCHEDULE
	Date
	Topic
	Activity/ Reading (complete before class)

	Week 1
1/11
	Course Introduction

Go Over Syllabus

Introducing Public Speaking


	Exercise: 3 Things
Read: Chapter 1

Assign: “My Best” Speech

	Week 2
1/18

	Communication Apprehension and Developing Your Speech

“When I Was at My Best” 

          SPEECHES 


	Read: Chapter 2 

In class Exercise: Communication Apprehension Questionnaire 

Credit/No Credit. No Make-ups.

Assign: Cultural Artifact Speech


	Week 3
1/25

	Audience Analysis
Selecting Your Topic
	Read: Chapter 5

In Class Exercise: Crossing the Line

Read: Chapter 6

Exercise: Skills Inventory


	Week 4
2/1

	Class Cancelled 
	

	Week 5
2/8

	Introductions and Conclusions
Outlining 


	Read: Chapter 10

In Class Exercise: Fill-in-the-Blank Outline

Read: Chapter 9 and 11
Exercise: Outline Workshop 


	Week 6
2/15

	QUIZ #1


	Bring to class a #2 pencil and ScanTron 882E

	Week 7
2/22

	CULTURAL ARTIFACT SPEECHES
	CANVAS DUE DATE: Upload your Cultural Artifact Outline to Canvas by midnight.  

Assign Informative Speech


	Week 8

3/1
	CULTURAL ARTIFACT SPEECHES
	

	Week 9
3/8
	Speaking to Inform

Presentation Aids


	

	Week 10
3/15

	Library Research/Oral Citations
	

	Week 11
3/22

	Language and Style
Delivery


	

	Week 12

3/29


	IMPROMPTU SPEECHES

QUIZ #2


	Bring to class ScanTron 882E

	Week 13

4/5


	INFORMATIVE SPEECHES
	CANVAS DUE DATE: Upload your Informative Speech Outline to Canvas by midnight.  

Assign Persuasive Speech



	Week 14

4/12

	INFORMATIVE SPEECHES
	

	Week 15

4/19


	Persuasive Speaking

Fallacies
	

	Week 16

4/26


	Speech Critiques

Workshop Day


	

	Week 17

5/3


	PERSUASIVE SPEECHES
	

	Week 18

5/10


	PERSUASIVE SPEECHES

	

	Finals Week 


	Final

Please check final schedule for date and times.
	Bring to class ScanTron 882E


*Assignment details and daily schedule are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor

