Personal Finance, BA 30
Spring 2017
Dean Gray MBA, CMA, CPA (inactive)
Office Hours: Monday 10; Tuesday 10; Friday virtual (email)
Office: 638-3339
Text:  
Personal Finance 11th Edition, Kapoor, Dlabay, Hughes; McGraw-Hill.

Supplemental:
Readings from the Wall Street Journal, Money, Consumer Reports, Business Week, Forbes, and Fortune, and personal finance books.

Description: An overview of personal financial planning with an emphasis on financial decision making, tax planning, the wise use of consumer credit, and planning for major consumer purchases, insurance, investments, and retirement.


Personal Financial Plan
Each student will develop a personal financial plan.  

· The plan will contain a description of a life situation the student could envision for himself or herself in the future (3 years following graduation).  It will include details related to occupation, income, martial status, household situation, and current financial position (balance sheet), living expenses (budget), and housing situation.

· The student will set goals related to the various aspects of personal financial planning, including:

1. Career planning and development

2. Tax planning – avoidance techniques
3. Use of credit plan
4. A savings and investment program

5. Housing plan, rent/own, include owner expenses in budget  
6. Major consumer purchases plan – car, etc.
7. Insurance plan, life, health, auto, home/renters
8. Retirement plan

· The student will conduct research (library materials, Internet, interviews with friends, relatives, and financial planning professionals) to obtain information for achieving these goals and input as to what would constitute a reasonable goal for each area.  Each paper should have at least five resources noted in works cited, one of which should be an older relative or financial planning professional.
· Each student will present their findings and suggested courses of action in a 5 minimum page typewritten report (budget and balance sheet will be additional pages).  The written report would include reflections from each chapter in the book and include the following sections:

I. Introduction/background on the household situation

II. Identification of financial goals
III. Discussion of findings

IV. Recommendations for specific actions to be taken from each chapters topic
ACADEMIC HONESTY/INTEGRITY

Everyone who participates in the educational process at Reedley College is expected to pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic work.  Cases of academic dishonesty are first handled between instructors and students.  A student will receive no credit on an assignment/exam, if in the opinion of the instructor the student has cheated (not completed the work based on their own effort).  
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