REEDLEY COLLEGE

ECON 1A INTRODUCTION TO MACROECONOMICS # 78857, 78858
Summer 2016
     Online
INSTRUCTOR:  DAVID MEIER
    TELEPHONE: 559-638-3641 x3320
david.meier@reedleycollege.edu

This is a six week class and as such, the pace will be extremely fast.  The material you will be responsible for is generally presented in a sixteen or eighteen week semester.  The key to being successful in the class is not only being able to master the material but just as important is your ability to organize your time and study notes.
Additionally, you must have a reliable internet connection to be successful in this class.






REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:  The Economy Today. Bradley R. Schiller (Any edition is fine)   McGraw-Hill

PREREQUISITES:  Math 201

BASIC SKILLS ADVISORIES : Eligibility for English 125,126 and Math 103
(A, CSU-GE, UC, I)

COURSE DESCRIPTION: An introduction to macroeconomic theory covering the banking system, the international economy, economic policy, national income accounting, unemployment and inflation, and economic growth.

COURSE OUTCOMES:  Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: identify market indicators, evaluate a business cycle, identify causes of inflation and unemployment, evaluate fine tuning by the Federal Reserve Board and illustrate the cause and effect of changes by government or business.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  In the process of completing this course, students will: explain Keynesian and Classical economic theory, explain monetary and fiscal policy, describe quantity and price changes that occur when supply and demand change, recognize what happens in the economy during a business cycle.

The attached schedule is tentative and events beyond my control may require me to modify it.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with schedule changes. These changes will be announced on Blackboard.  There will be NO MAKE-UP TESTS unless there has been A MAJOR CATASTROPHY OR YOU ARE PART OF A SCHOOL FUNCTION and only if the instructor is notified IN ADVANCE.

EXAMS:  There will be at least six OPEN BOOK, OPEN NOTE examinations including the Final Examination.  These exams have VERY short time restrictions and as such, if you try to rely totally on your notes and book without studying, your results will not be what you hope for. ALL EXAMINATIONS ARE REQUIRED.  Exams will consist of multiple choice and true/false questions.  In addition to the material in the textbook, this course incorporates current events that unfold in the economic and business world. 
ARTICLE REPORTS:  Several short opinion papers dealing with contemporary economic issues or philosophies MAY be required.  Please see details under Written Assignments.

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS/QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:  There will be a minimum of 15 chapter homework assignments; each will be worth 5 points. 

GRADING:  The total number of points you accumulate over the semester will determine your grade.  For example:

Exam 1-6 (100 points each)




= 600 points

5 POSSIBLE opinion papers (20 points each)

= 100 points

15 Questions for Discussion Assignments x 5

= 75 points

Misc Video Assignments




= 50 points

Final Exam






= 250 points

85% = A 

75 % = B

65 % = C

55 % = D 

54 % or less = F

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:  The general objectives of our economic writing assignments are to encourage you to think and communicate clearly in writing and to express economic thoughts clearly, coherently, concisely and sensibly. Emphasis is on your thought process and your ability to convey these thoughts clearly. Well-written papers are most often achieved only after a great deal of editing and revision. Grades will reflect the quality of both the content and the presentation of your writing. 
SUBMITTING YOUR WORK:  All homework, papers and questions are to be emailed to my Reedley College email address.  david.meier@reedleycollege.edu
EVERYTHING you email to me MUST have the following included in your email:

Your Name

Your Student Number

The Course Number (78857 or 78858)

The Title of the Assignment or Homework you are submitting

PLEASE DO NOT SEND ME ATTACHMENTS. Simply cut and paste your work directly into the body of your email.

CONDUCT:  PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  IF YOU ARE SUSPECTED OF PLAGIARIZING OR CHEATING, YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZERO FOR THE RESPECTIVE ASSIGNMENT, EXAM, ETC.  IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE YOU WILL FAIL THE COURSE.

ACCOMMODATIONS:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation, or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE; SUBJECT TO CHANGE

June 20-27

Chapters 1-4; Exam, homework and other assignments 
June 28 - July 4
Chapters 5-7; Exam, homework and other assignments 

July 5 – July 11
Chapters 8-10; Exam, homework and other assignments 

July 12 – July 18
Chapters 11-12; Exam, homework and other assignments 

July 19 – July 25
Chapters 13-15; Exam, homework and other assignments 

July 26 – July 29
Chapters 16-17; Final Exam and other assignments 

THIS SYLLABUS AND THE ACTIVITIES FOR THE COURSE ARE SUBJECT TO MODIFICATION AS THE INSTRUCTOR DEEMS NECESSARY.
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