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Successful students understand that reading and writing are the lifeblood of educated people.  Strong reading skills are still necessary for success in college, and you have some catching up to.  I’ll provide you with information, activities, and experiences to make this possible.  I’ll make it fun when I can.  Students generally say that this class is not difficult as long as you do your work and don’t get behind.  If you find that this class is difficult for you, get a tutor at the Writing and Reading Center right away or see me regularly during my office hours.
Course Description
This reading course is designed to give you structured practice in developing the reading skills that you need in order to become an independent and successful college reader.  You’ll read nonfiction texts effectively so that you can understand and remember the information in them.  You’ll read fiction books for understanding and remembering, and also to increase your speed and enjoyment of reading.  You’ll improve your vocabulary and word attack skills in order to better understand anything that you read.  It is a five-unit class two levels below English 1A, and it’s offered for a letter grade.  If you wish, you may make arrangements with the administration to take the course Pass/No pass.     

Required Books and Materials

(  
The Skilled Reader, 4th edition, by D. J. Henry.  
(
Trash,  by Andy Mulligan
( 
A thick pocket dictionary, such as Webster’s or American Heritage, or 
smart-phone access to an online dictionary.       

You must have the textbook by January 19. You will not need Trash until February.

Important Dates

January 18—No school, MLK Day

January 29—Last day to add an 18-week class; Last day to drop on WebAdvisor to avoid a “W”

February 12—No school, Lincoln Day
February 15—No school, Washington Day

March 11—Last day for you or your instructor to drop you from a class.  After today, you will get a grade at the end of the semester even if you stop attending. 

March 21-March 25—No school, Spring Break
May 16-20  Final exams week.  Your schedule will be different this week.
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Attendance Policy
I will drop any student with more than 3 absences in the first two weeks or 10 absences before March 11, the final drop date.  Two tardies equal one absence;  two leaving earlies equal one absence.  
Late Work

Being absent does not give you a free pass not to do your homework.  If you are absent, find out what it is, do it and be ready to discuss it or hand it in at the beginning of the next class.  If you miss an in-class quiz, you may not make it up if you were absent.  If  you know ahead of time that you’ll miss a test, make arrangements with me to take it in my office.    
Classroom Behavior
Cell phones and electronic devices must be turned off/muted and put away when class begins.  I do not allow texting or phoning during class.  You may not have your phone where you can see it during class.  If you will not put your phone away, I will ask you to leave.  If you must take an emergency call, step out briefly to do so.  I expect everyone to use appropriate public behavior at all times in my class.  This means no eating, no grooming and no profanity or other disrespect.    
Classroom Use Policies

NO FOOD.  Eat your lunch before or after class.  No drinks without lids.  If you can spill it, you may not have it.
Academic Support Services

I expect you to do well.  However, I am available to you during office hours or by appointment if you need help on an assignment.  Peer tutoring is available in the Writing and Reading Center, HUM 58.  

Academic Integrity 
If I determine that you and another student have shared work, you will both get a 0 on the assignment.  If you plagiarize work from print resources, you will get a 0 on the assignment.  I am required to report you to the Dean of Instruction and the Dean of Student Services, and I will do so.  If a second instance or plagiarism occurs, you will be in danger of failing the class, and the college will take disciplinary action. 
Special Circumstances
It is your responsibility to let me know ASAP if you have a diagnosed learning disability or any other learning situation that needs to be discussed.

I want to help you in any way that I can for you to have a successful semester.

A Final Note
I am proud to work at Reedley College. I love my students and am passion-ate about being your reading coach.  I am looking forward to working with you as you improve your reading and academic skills.   
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 English 262 (56827): Reading Improvement


 12:00 to 12:50 daily—


MWF in Soc 30; T in LAL 1; Th in LRC 104





Visit and use the course Blackboard site often to check grades and announcements:  On the school web page, select Blackboard.  To log in, use your student number for both your ID and your password.  After your first use, you should change your password.  If you forget your password or have trouble getting in, let me know.  I can help you.





Course Outcomes





Passing this class means that you can:





Use thinking strategies or the dictionary in order to understand the meanings of new words you find in your reading.


Use prereading and active reading


strategies to improve your reading


      comprehension.


(   Distinguish between fact and     


      opinion.


(   Distinguish an author’s purpose   


      and tone.


Identify the central point of texts  


that vary in length and type.


Conduct basic research using print and electronic sources.


Accurately summarize what you have read without copying.


Use effective study techniques.


Demonstrate more confidence as 


      a reader.





Communication


Exchange phone numbers with two other students so that you can text them if you are absent to know what we did and what the  homework is.  If you have concerns about anything—homework, your written work, class activities, absences, plagiarism, or anything else related to this class, please come to my office during office hours or email me.





Office Hours:





10:00-11:00 MWF 


or by appointment








