
Successful students understand that reading and writing 
are the lifeblood of educated people.
Course Description: Strong reading skills are necessary for success in college, and you have some catching up to do.  This reading course is two levels below English 1A.  In this class, I’ll provide you with information, activities, and experiences to make this possible.  Students generally say that this class is not difficult as long as you come to class, get here on time, do your work and don’t get behind.  

This class meets Monday through Friday. You can expect about two hours of homework to complete in-between each class meeting.  If you cannot or will not do homework, this class is not for you.

Course Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:

· Use thinking strategies or the dictionary to understand unfamiliar words well enough so that you can keep on reading.
· Understand and tell an author’s main point, but stated and implied.

· Analyze various writing techniques and choose reading strategies that work for understanding them. 

· Evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument.

· Relate old knowledge to new.

· Use study skill strategies of preparing to read, reading actively, and organizing to learn.
· Evaluate text orally and in writing.

· Apply these skills to paragraphs, articles, and full-length books.

· Conduct guided research and evaluate the competence of information gained from research.

· Develop confidence in reading independently in order to gaining important information. 
· Required Course Materials: 
· Ten Steps to Improving College Reading Skills, by Paul Langan  
· Orphan  Train, by Christina Baker Kline
· A binder with paper and organization for handouts


· A pad of square sticky notes


· A stapler

The two texts will cost you about $55 in the Reedley College Bookstore.  If you plan to buy them elsewhere, do not wait.  You will need Orphan Train by week 2.  You’ll need Ten Steps… by week 3.  You must have your own copy of each of these books.  There is one copy of each text on reserve in the college library for you to use there just until you buy your own.  Your not having your own books is not an excuse to skip the homework. Do not come to class without the necessary learning materials.

Attendance: You may be absent no more than ten days before the final drop date, October 14.  On your tenth absence on or before that date, I will drop you.  After October 14, neither you nor I may drop you from the class.  If you are absent, be sure that you find out what you missed before you come back to class.  E-mail me or check in with another student.
Classroom Policies: Minimize your distractions and demonstrate respect towards others.

NO FOOD, EVER!  Drinks with lids are ok.

Cell phones and other electronic devices must be silenced and put away when class begins. If you must answer a text of call, step out quietly and do so quickly.

No profanity.

Use the restroom before or after class.  If you have an emergency, step out quietly and return quickly.

Academic Support Services: At your earliest suspicion of trouble, get help!  Free help is available through the Reading and Writing Center, Hum 58, the Tutorial Center (in the library), your instructor and your peers.  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please see me as soon as possible.

Academic Integrity: If I determine that you and another student have shared work, you will both get a 0 on the assignment.  If you plagiarize from print resources, you will get a 0 on the assignment.  In addition, I will report you to the Dean of Instruction and supply him with the proof, as I am required to do.  

A Final Note: At Reedley College, we change lives and build dreams.  We motivate and inspire students to succeed.  I am proud to be part of that mission!  I love my students and am passionate about being your reading coach.  I am looking forward to working with you as you improve your reading and academic skills.
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