Political Science 110
American Institutions
Reedley College
Instructor: Mr. Kent Maxwell

E-mail: robert.maxwell@scccd.edu
Class meets: Mondays and Wednesdays 12:00 – 1:15PM
Section: POLSCI-110- 55510
Room: LFS - B
Course Description:
The American system of government has been around for over two hundred years.  It is alive, well and constantly evolving.  In this course we will explore some of the elements that have led to its current state of development.  We will discuss the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, the federal system, civil liberties, civil rights, women’s rights, political parties, the legislature, executive and judicial branches of government, public policy, domestic policy, foreign policy and the California state government as well as local governments.  We will also compare the framer’s intent with the current state of affairs.  This course meets the Reedley College government and Constitution requirement for an Associate degree.  This course does not meet transfer requirements for students seeking a Bachelor’s degree.
Library/Internet Use/E-mail Communications:
Library and or Internet may be required for some assignments.  Key terms, study guides, test scores and announcements will be posted on BLACKBOARD.  The website is http://blackboard.scccd.edu/.  The standard blackboard login is: Username: Student ID number; password: Student ID number.  Your seven digit student or student id is your username and password.  Please be sure to change your password on the first time logging in to the system.  The new 24/7 Online support is now LIVE.  You can reach them online at http://d2.parature.com/ics/support/default.asp?deptlD=8032 or by calling 1-866-401-7784.
E-mail:   State Center Community College District will use your free email account as the primary means to communicate with you.  Your email account is the lastname_studentID@my.scccd.edu (e.g.: smith_0123456@my.scccd.edu).  Communication with all students will be via district provided email unless you choose to receive notices about your student account by U.S. mail. E-mail accounts can be accessed from any of the lab computers on campus or from an off campus computer with Internet access.
Prerequisites: 
None, but it is recommended that students read and write English at the college level. (Eligibility for English 1A recommended)

Learning Objectives and Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
· Identify the basic principles and characteristics of democracy in the United States.  
· Discuss the checks and balances system and identify the key responsibilities and limitations of each branch; 
· Identify the relationship among the media, public opinion and policy outcomes in the United States; 
· Identify the strengths and weaknesses of the American two-party system and the effects of so-called “third party” movements; 
· Discuss the impact of interest groups on American government and in American politics and the role of the First Amendment in protecting group activities; 
· Identify the evolution of civil rights in the United States and be able to apply this knowledge to current events; 
· Recognize the importance of the Bill of Rights in guaranteeing civil liberties in the United States;
· Identify various means that an individual may become politically active in the US, State and local governments; 
· Identify the key elements in the formation of domestic and foreign policy, and relate how events can dictate our governments priorities; 
· Discuss the relationship among campaigns, elections and voting in regard to the development of public policy, both in the United States and in California; 
· Describe the structure, rules and powers of the State of California and its local governments.
Learning Methods:
Lectures, required readings from the textbook, newspaper articles, internet articles, assignments and class discussions.

Outcome Assessment:
Students will have achieved course objective if they complete all course work and/or assignments with a cumulative average grade of C or better.

Required Text:
American Government and Politics Today (Brief Edition) 2012-2013

Evaluation and Grading:


Dates



Weight
Participation



01/12/2015 – 05/18/2015

10% (100 pts)

Study Guides



Due on exam dates, see below
20% (200 pts)

Homework



Due at assigned times

15% (150 pts)




Exams




02/04/15, 03/04/15, 04/13/15

35% (350 pts)

Final Exam (Comprehensive)


05/18/15



20% (200 pts)

Course grades will be based on the total number of points obtained by an individual student as a percent of the total points possible.  There is no extra credit work.  Percentages/Points: 90-100% or 900-1000 points = A; 80-89% or 800-899 points = B; 70-79% or 700-799 points = C; 60-69% or 600-699 = D; Less than 60% or less than 600 points = F.

Participation: Participation points are based upon work that is done in class.  This work can NOT be made up regardless of the reason for your absence.  Each class period you will be asked to do something to turn in, these assignments will count as your participation points.
Policies and Procedures:
Attendance is a requirement of this class and will be recorded on a daily basis.  Attendance/Participation points will be earned for each day you are physically present/active in the class.  Failure to attend class on a regular basis will adversely affect your performance in this course and your grade.  If you are tardy, you must see me immediately after class to insure that your attendance is recorded. If you leave class before the end of the period, you may be counted absent for the day.  If you miss more than four (4) class sessions, you may be dropped from the course unless there has been some kind of special consultation with the instructor about and “emergency” situation.

You must come and seem me about problems with any grades within 2 weeks of exam or assignment once it has been entered into Blackboard.

Plagiarism or cheating of any kind may result in a grade of “F” for the course and may result in disciplinary procedures.  Plagiarism is the act of plagiarizing.  Plagiarizing is defined in The New Lexicon Webster’s Dictionary of the English Language, as “to use and pass off (someone else’s ideas, inventions, writings, etc) as one’s own.”
Cell phones, audio devices, and laptops

Cell phones, audio devices are to be turned off.  Not only is texting while in class and/or ringing cell phones a distraction, it is disrespectful.  If it is imperative that you use your phone, please leave the class so as not to disrupt the class.  On the days of exams, no technological devices will be allowed to be on.  Any use of an electronic device during an examination is an automatic F.  Laptops can be a great tool in the education process, for taking notes or looking up relevant information.  If you use a laptop during class for something not related to the course, you will be asked to leave for the remainder of that class session.

Failure to adhere to the rules may lead to you being dismissed from the course.
Missed Examinations

The instructor will provide an opportunity for students to take a missed exam.  Make-up exams may be different from the ones taken by the class on the scheduled date.  The student will have the opportunity to take the make-up exam on the scheduled date of the Final, after the student has completed the Final Exam.  Make-up quizzes and make-up assignments cannot be done after the final.  Assignments are due on due date, any late assignments will be penalized one letter grade for each week late.
In writing your essays/papers, you will be required to adhere to the Modern Language Association (MLA) style.  The writing lab is available to assist you in complying with MLA guidelines.

Required reading should be completed before the corresponding lecture/discussion to allow informed discussion during each class session.  All grades are final unless an error in math has been made by the instructor.  The instructor reserves the right to adjust the course outline, scoring, grading, and content as needed.

Withdrawal from the course
Under college policies, students bear the responsibility of withdrawing from a class if they choose to stop attending class.  Students who fail to drop the class and stop attending will receive an “F” for the final course grade.  Students should NOT assume that the instructor will drop them from the class.

Need Assistance?
If at any time you find you are having trouble succeeding in this course, please see me.  There are a number of services available to help our students succeed in their coursework and I would be happy to recommend these services to you.

Accommodations for students with Disabilities
“If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the American with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.”  If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.  For more information, contact the Reedley College disability office at 638-0332.
Important Dates to remember:
January 23, 2015 – Last day to drop a full-term class for a full refund

January 30, 2015 – Last day to register for a full-term class, Spring 2015
January 30, 2015 – Last day to drop a Spring 2015 full-term class to avoid a “W” in person

February 1, 2015 – Last day to drop a Fall 2014 full-term class to avoid a “W” on WebAdvisor

February 06, 2015 – Last day to change a Fall 2014 class to or from a Pass/No-Pass grading basis

March 13, 2015 – Last day to drop a full-term class (letter grades assigned after this date)

May 18-22 – Finals week

May 22, 2015 – End of Spring 2015 semester

Course Outline
January 1
Intro to course
 January 14
Chapter 1
The Democratic Republic

January 19
No class

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January 21
Chapter 2 
The Constitution

January  26
Chapter 2
The Constitution

January 28
Chapter 3
Federalism

February 02
Chapter 3
Federalism

February 04
Test #1 on Chapters # 1, 2, and 
February  09
Chapter 4
Civil Liberties

February 11
Chapter 4
Civil Liberties

February  18
Chapter 5
Civil Rights

February 23
Chapter 5
Civil Rights


February 25
Chapter 6
Political Socialization and the Media

March 02
Chapter 6
Political Socialization and the Media
March 04
Test #2 on Chapters 4, 5, and 6
March 09
Chapter 7
Interest Groups and Political Parties

Marchh 11
Chapter 7
Interest Groups and Political Parties
March 16
Chapter 8
Campaigns, Elections and Voting Behavior

March 18
Chapter 8
Campaigns, Elections and Voting Behavior
March 23
Chapter 13
Domestic and Economic Policy

March 25
Chapter 13
Domestic and Economic Policy
March 06
Chapter 14
Foreign Policy

March 08
Chapter 14
Foreign Policy
April 13

Test #3 on Chapters 7, 8, 13, and 14
April 15

Chapter 9
The Congressional Branch

April 20

Chapter 9
The Congressional Branch
April 22

Chapter 10
The Presidency

April 27

Chapter 10
The Presidency
April 29

Chapter 11
The Bureaucracy

March 04
Chapter 11
The Bureaucracy
March 06
Chapter 12
The Judiciary

March 11
Chapter 12
The Judiciary

March 13
Finals Review

March 18
Final Examination
