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JOURNALISM 1 – INTRO TO MASS COMMUNICATION

Syllabus, Spring 2015
TTh 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. #55073 Life Science Room A

Instructor: Nicole Cooper

Email: Nicole.cooper@reedleycollege.edu
Office Hours: TTh 12:30p.m. -3:30 p.m.
Course Description

A critical and historical study of American mass media structure and trends. After reviewing communication theory and journalistic ethics students will explore course surveys, books, newspapers, magazines, television, radio , film, press services, the internet and the systems of advertising and public relations. Discussions will include economics, technology, global media, media literacy and social issues.  3 units Advisory: Eligibility for English 125 and 126 recommended.
Required Materials

1.  Textbook by Stanley J. Baran. Introduction to Mass Communication: Media Literacy and Culture. 8th edition, published in 2013. ISBN 978-0073526218.
2.  Pencils, pens, and paper as needed for taking notes; printer ink and paper for printing out writing assignments; one single-subject notebook for writing class notes and activities, scantrons for quizzes and exams.
Course Objectives

	In the process of completing this course, students will: 

	1. recognize slants, biases, and propaganda devices in mass communication presentations.

2. Discuss current news events and coverage by all mass media outlets.

3. Understand medias trends and their relationship with society between media messages, individual action, and social change.

4. Map links between media messages, individual action, and social change.

5. Define the five freedoms of the 1st Amendment.


Student Learning Outcomes

	Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

	1. Evaluate all forms of media (historical and current) according to societal impact and the effect of technology.

2. Assess key elements in historical and emerging media ethics and media law.

3. Critically identify role, power and influence of media.


Student Rights
Students are encouraged to become familiar with the “Campus Policies” section of the 

Schedule of Courses. This material includes information regarding cheating and plagiarism, 

disruptive classroom behavior, and other instructional issues. 
Cheating and Plagiarism – Cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, or academic dishonesty is never permitted. Don’t cut corners or make things up because an assignment is “just for class.” If you have questions, consult the instructor before turning in the work. Cheating is defined as the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Cheating includes any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is defined as a specific form of cheating that consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresentation of the material as one’s own. All work generated for this class must be original work created by you for this class during this semester. Your own work from other classes or from previous semesters will not be accepted and will be considered plagiarism. All work that is not your own must be fully cited. Even accidental plagiarism, regardless of intent, is still plagiarism. Penalties for cheating and plagiarism will earn a zero for the assignment. Cases of cheating and plagiarism will be reported to the college.

Students with Disabilities – If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternative media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please identify yourself to the instructor immediately so that reasonable accommodations for learning and evaluation within the course can be made. For additional assistance, contact Disabled Student Programs & Services.
Classroom Behavior and Classroom Deportment – Students should behave in ways that support the learning environment. Work collaboratively. Do not disrupt the work of others. Do not read, sleep, listen to headphones, do other class work, or talk to your neighbor while others are speaking. Respect the rights of the instructor and other students in the class. The exploration of controversial ideas is an essential component of college courses. The instructor will ask you to leave the classroom (early departure) if you do not comply. Cell phones and electronic devices must be turned off and put away during class. 

Cell phone usage during class will result in a loss of participation points and could result in an early departure.
Course Assignments

Homework Responses – Covers the week’s readings and current events. Should be 450-500 words. Must be submitted as a type written, stapled hard copy to the instructor. Formatting is not important, but you must use an easy-to-read font and make it double-spaced. No handwritten or emailed submissions. Homework responses will be replaced with in class assignments some weeks.  All response prompts are available on blackboard under course documents.
In class Projects-Covers the material for the week and gives students the opportunity to work in groups creating a presentation using the material for that week.  Projects will be presented to classmates.  Students will create a radio show, television show, film trailer, advertising campaign, and pitch a new video game idea.  More information will be given when assignment is assigned.

Reading Quizzes – Covers the week’s readings, including key terms and historical details. Quizzes are always 10 questions multiple choice. Quizzes will happen at the beginning of class.  Students arriving more than 10 minutes late will not be allowed to take the quiz.  Some weeks the quiz maybe be offered on blackboard instead of in class.  
Midterm and Final Exam – A midterm and final exam will be administered.  The midterm will be on the first 7 chapters and the final exam will cover the last 8 chapters. Both exams will be multiple choice and true/false. You must use a Scantron 882E.
Grading Scale

Homework responses
9 @ 30 points each
   270 points
240 points
(one HW dropped)

In class projects

5 @ 40 points each


200 points

Reading quizzes

14 @ 20 points each
   280 points
260 points
 (one quiz dropped)

In class activities and participation points


          
100 points


Midterm Exam





    
100 points

Final exam






    
100 points
TOTAL






  
 750 points

Letter grades: A = 891-1000 points, B = 791-890, C = 691-790, D = 591-690, F = 590 and below.

At anytime your grade is available on blackboard.  

.

Attendance – You must be on time every day, prepared to work. Roll will be called every day. All absences, tardies, and early departures will be reported to the college. I will drop anyone who misses the first day of class. I will also drop anyone who misses the second day of class. Per college policy I can drop any student who misses 4 class periods. If a student misses 4 classes prior to the drop date I will drop that student. Roll will be taken at each class session. Class points will be drastically reduced by absences. I will subtract 25 points for each absence. Understanding that perfect attendance can only happen in a utopian world each student is allowed 2 absences. I will no longer investigate or decide if an absence is excused or not. Every student has two freebies – after that I will deduct 25 points for EVERY absence regardless of reason. These points will come from your participation.  All assignments should be made up in advance of the absence.
Illness and Makeup Work – There is no makeup work in the class. All assignments are due at the start of class on the due date. For students with a serious illness or family emergency, the instructor may consider exceptions on a case-by-case basis and at her discretion. To be considered for an exception, students must notify the instructor in advance and provide legitimate documentation. Clear and prompt communication is the key. Situations caused by personal commitments, work or business affairs, transportation delays, or computer problems will not be excused.  All work is accepted prior to the day it is due in class.
Disclaimer – Due to unforeseen circumstances, the instructor may need to change, add, or delete course assignments or materials. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check on changes, assignments, and announcements you may have missed.  Please check blackboard for these changes.
Tips for Success in the Course
1.  Read and study the assigned Baran textbook chapters every week. The students who get the most out of the class are those who buy, rent, or borrow the book and use it consistently.

2.  Use the Baran 8e website as an online resource that complements the book – not replaces it. The practice quizzes and glossaries are particularly helpful. 

3.  Check the Blackboard site and your SCCCD email regularly for updates. 
4.  Make sure to produce all of the homework assignments and to arrive on time for all quizzes. Missed points add up quickly! Remember that there’s no makeup work later.

5.  Be here on time every day, ready to work. There’s no late work, and attendance is a big mark of professionalism.

6.  Take good notes throughout the semester, both from your readings and in class.

7.  Clear and prompt communication is the key when it comes to absences and illnesses. Contact the instructor in advance every time. Also, understand the exceptions for excuses.

8.  Be a good citizen in class! Please work collaboratively, focus on the assigned activities, and be good to each other at all times.

9.  Let the instructor know if you need to talk about your progress. She will try to respond to emails promptly. She’s also willing to meet before or after class, by appointment.

10. Remember that media literacy – the ability to effectively and efficiently comprehend and use mass communication – is an ongoing, life-long process. Bring your curiosity and energy to the class every day, while remaining open to new experiences and different perspectives.

JOURNALISM 1 – INTRO TO MASS COMMUNICATION

Tentative Course Schedule

All classes will be in a lecture/activity format and will cover that week’s readings. It is important that you read, study, and produce the day’s scheduled materials and assignments before coming to class.
	DATE
	
	TOPIC
	REQUIRED READING

	1/13
	Tuesday
	Introduction to Course

Introduction Speeches
	

	1/15
	Thursday
	Laying the Groundwork
	Quiz #1
Chapter 1

	1/20
	Tuesday
	Laying the Groundwork
	Response #1 Due 
Chapter 1

	1/22
	Thursday
	Convergence and reshaping of mass media
	Quiz #2
Chapter 2

	1/27
	Tuesday 
	Convergence and reshaping of mass media
	Response #2

Chapter 2

	1/29
	Thursday
	Books
	Quiz #3

Chapter 3

	2/3
	Tuesday
	Books
	Response #3

Chapter 3

	2/5
	Thursday
	Newspapers
	Quiz #4

Chapter 4

	2/10
	Tuesday
	Newspapers
	Response #4

Chapter 4

	2/12
	Thursday
	Magazines
	Quiz #5

Chapter 5

	2/17
	Tuesday 
	Magazines
	Response #5

Chapter 5

	2/19
	Thursday
	Film
	Quiz #6

Chapter 6

	2/24
	Tuesday
	Film Project Work day
	

	2/26
	Thursday
	Film Project Presentation
	Film Project #1

Chapter 6

	3/3
	Tuesday
	Radio, recording and popular music
	Quiz #7

Chapter 7

	3/5
	Thursday
	Radio Project Work Day
	

	3/10
	Tuesday 
	Radio Presentation of Project
	Radio Project #2
Chapter 7

	3/12
	Thursday
	Midterm Exam
	

	3/17
	Tuesday
	Television, cable and mobile video
	Quiz #8

Chapter 8

	3/19
	Thursday
	Television project presentations
	Television Project #3

Chapter 8

	3/24
	Tuesday
	Video games
	Quiz #9

Chapter 9

	3/26
	Thursday
	Video games Presentation of project
	Video Game Project #4
Chapter 9

	3/31
	Tuesday 
	The internet and world wide web
	Quiz #10

Chapter 10

	4/2
	Thursday
	The internet and world wide web
	Response #10

Chapter 10

	4/7
	Tuesday
	Public Relations
	Quiz #11

Chapter 11

	4/9
	Thursday
	Public Relations
	Response #11

Chapter 11

	4/14
	Tuesday
	Advertising
	Quiz #12

Chapter 12

	4/16
	Thursday
	Advertising Work Day
	

	4/21
	Tuesday 
	Present Advertising Campaigns

POM Wonderful Movie
	Advertising Project #5
Chapter 12

	4/23
	Thursday
	POM Wonderful Movie
	

	4/28
	Tuesday
	Theories and effects of mass communication
	Quiz #13

Chapter 13

	4/30
	Thursday
	Theories and effects of mass communication
	Response #13

Chapter 13

	5/5
	Tuesday
	Media freedom, regulation and ethics
	Quiz #14

Chapter 14

	5/7
	Thursday
	Media freedom, regulation and ethics
	Response #14

Chapter 14

	5/12
	Tuesday
	Global Media
	Quiz #15

Chapter 15

	5/14
	Thursday
	Global Media
	Response #15

Chapter 15


Final Exam

	Regular Class Time
	Date Assigned for Final
	Time Assigned for Final

	TTh 11-12:15 p.m.
	Tuesday, May 19th 
	11 a.m.
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