English 125: Writing Skills for College
Spring 2015

Reedley College
Instructor: Sarah Raynor                                      Section: 55610

Email: sarah.raynor@reedleycollege.edu             Location: CCI207

Office Hours: by appointment                              Time: M/W 6pm-7:50pm
Course Description:
In this course, students will develop the process of writing, revising, and finishing essays, which includes the logical development and organization of ideas. Students will avoid common writing errors, develop their writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies, develop critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas. 

This course is a companion to English 126 and prepares students for English 1A. Students must successfully complete written course work to receive credit.
Required Course Texts:
· From Inquiry to Academic Writing, Second Edition, by Stuart Greene and April Lidinsky (Bedford/St. Martins)
· They Say / I Say, Third Edition, by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein (Norton)
· A Pocket Style Manual, Sixth Edition, by Diana Hacker and Nancy Sommers (Bedford/St. Martins)
Required Course Materials:
· Black/blue ink pens or pencil (ink is preferred for the final exam)

· A notebook or composition book (you will be doing LOTS of free-writing in class)
· 8 ½ X 11 blue book for the final exam
Required Access:
· Access to Blackboard and Reedley email account

· Access to working printer
Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Write multiple papers of at least 1200 words, which include an introduction, multiple body paragraphs, and conclusion of some sophistication. 

· Plan and revise independently, employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate. 

· Complete a multi-paragraph in-class essay with a thesis and support.
Objectives:
In the process of completing this course, students will:

· Learn about writing papers which include introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions 

· Learn to write with some sophistication 

· Practice writing thesis statements 

· Practice writing topic sentences

· Learn about using quotations and in-text citations that support the topic sentences and the thesis

· Practice developing supporting material that exhibits critical thinking 

· Develop an understanding of what a complete sentence is and practice using a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentence) 

· Learn about common sentence errors, such as fragments, comma splices, sentence fuses 

· Develop their usage of descriptive vocabulary that exhibits growth and sophisticated word choice

· Learn how to follow MLA guidelines when formatting papers and using quotations and a works cited page 

· Learn about avoiding plagiarism 

· Write papers in which they will use 3rd person point of view and practice addressing a specific audience 

· Practice using all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate

· Practice writing in-class essays 
Units and Grading 
Unit One (300 pts):


Blog: 100 pts (10 pts per entry)

Rough Draft of Essay #1: 100 pts


Final Draft of Essay #1 100 pts
Unit Two (300 pts):


Blog: 100 pts (10 pts per entry)

Rough Draft of Essay #2: 100pts


Final Draft of Essay #2: 100pts
Unit Three (300 pts):


Blog: 100 pts (10 pts per entry)

Rough Draft of Essay #3: 100pts


Final Draft of Essay #3: 100pts
Midterm (50 pts): Multiple choice grammar examination.
Final (50 pts): In-class essay.
= 1000 pts

900-1000 = A

800-899 = B

700-799 = C

600-699 = D (not passing)

0-599 = F (not passing)

Late Work: I don’t accept late work. I’ve provided you with a complete schedule indicating when all papers and exams are due and in-class work is assigned, there is no reason why you should need to turn in late work. Plan accordingly with your other classes and give yourself time.

If you are unable to turn in an assignment or essay or show up to an exam because of an emergency, PLEASE let me know and I will make alternative arrangements for you. 
Attendance: You must show up to pass this class. More than 4 unexcused absences will result in a failing grade. I am keeping track and will let you know when you reach your absence cap. 

Furthermore, do not be late. If you are more than five minutes late, this will count as a tardy. Three tardies equal an absence. You are all functioning adults, so it is your responsibility to check the weather and plan your commute accordingly if there is going to be rain or fog.  
Preparedness: This class functions upon its participants being prepared for in-class discussion. There is no excuse for coming to class without your textbooks. I may do a book check at the beginning of class periods, and I maintain the right to mark all unprepared students absent.

You must also come prepared to write your in-class free-writes and participate in discussion, meaning that reading must be done prior to class time. Reading listed on your schedule should be completed prior to that day. 
Things such as in-class workshops also count as preparedness. If we are workshopping your essays and I ask you to bring three copies of your draft, and you arrive to class unprepared, you will be marked absent and be asked to leave.  
Plagiarism: Besides immediately failing the assignment, you can get kicked out of school for deliberate plagiarism. Don’t risk it. Inadvertent plagiarism, meaning plagiarism on accident, is something we will be discussing in this course and will be dealt with accordingly.
Technology: You must have access to your Reedley email account and Blackboard. There are computer labs on campus. It is incredibly unlikely that I will ever want you to use personal or classroom-provided electronic devices for this class. Please leave all laptops and tablets in your bag or at home, and please silence your phones and keep them in your bag for the duration of our meetings. 
Disability: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (e.g. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please let me know ASAP.

THIS SYLLABUS IS TENTATIVE, meaning that it is subject to revision. If I decide to revise the syllabus, you will be notified that a new draft is posted on Blackboard.   
