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Successful students understand that reading and writing are the lifeblood of educated people.
Course Description:  This reading course is one level below English 1A.  It provides instruction and practice in which you’ll develop college-level proficiencies in vocabulary usage and reading comprehension: literal, analytical, and critical.  You’ll also develop and improve your various reading and reporting strategies for different styles of academic writing.  It is a four-unit class offered for a letter grade, but if you wish, you may make arrangements with the administration to take the course Pass No-Pass.  
You’ll participate in discussion activities by sharing your thoughts and opinions about what you have read.  Finally, you’ll discover some personal reading techniques that make reading more meaningful and productive for you.
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Required Books and Materials
( The Master Reader, 4thd ed. by D.J. Henry
($62.75 in the RC Bookstore)

(
Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes
($12.95 in the RC Bookstore)

A manila folder

A binder with paper

A stapler 
You must have your own copy of The Master Reader by August 24.   It is a work- book, and we will use it nearly daily after that.  You may tear out the pages or write answers on another piece of paper to hand in.
Important Dates

September 4—Last day to add an 18-week class

September 7—No school, Labor Day

October 16—Last day to drop an 18-week class.  After this date, you may not drop a class.  Period.  
November 11—No school, Veterans Day

November 26-27—No school, Thanksgiving holiday
December 14-18—Final exams week.  Your schedule will be different this week.

Check the Schedule of Courses for other administrative deadlines.
Attendance

You may have one absence in the first two weeks and no more than six absences before October 16, the final drop date.  On the seventh absence before October 16, I will drop you.  Arriving 10 minutes late or leaving 10 minutes early counts as half an absence.
Late Work

Being absent does not give you a free pass not to do your homework.  If you are absent, find out what the homework is, do it and be ready to discuss it or hand it in at the beginning of the next class.  If you miss an in-class quiz, you may not make it up unless you knew were going to be absent and made arrangements with me ahead of time to take it.  You may turn in work to the campus switchboard or to the bin on the wall at my office.   

Classroom Behavior

Cell phones and electronic devices must be turned off/muted and put way when class begins.  You may not have your phone where you can see it during class.  I do not allow texting or phoning during class.  If you must make an emergency call, step out briefly to do so.  I expect everyone to use appropriate public behavior at all times in my class.  This means no eating, no grooming and no profanity or other disrespect toward anyone.
Classroom Use Policies
NO FOOD EVER.  No drinks without lids.   Beverages with lids are allowed. 

Academic  Support  Services
At your earliest suspicion of difficulty in the class, get help!  Free help is available from the Tutorial Center, the Writing Center, your instructor, and your peers.  

Academic Integrity

If I determine that you and another student have shared work, you will both get a 0 on the assignment.  If you plagiarize work from print resources, you will get a 0 on the assignment.  In addition, I am required to report you to the Dean of Instruction and the Dean of Student Services.  If a second instance of plagiarism occurs, you will be in danger of failing the class, and the college will take disciplinary action.

Special Circumstances

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
A Final Note

At Reedley College, we change lives and building dreams.  We motivate and inspire students to succeed.  I am proud to be part of that mission!  I love my students and am passionate about being your reading coach.  I am looking forward to working with you as you improve your reading and academic skills.



English 126—Reading Skills for College


8:00-9:40 Mondays and Wednesdays in AGR 15 





Course Outcomes





Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:





Use new techniques to learn the  


  meanings of new college-level   


  words.


Identify the central point of various types and lengths of texts.  


Recognize major details in texts.


Distinguish between major and minor supporting details and recognize the logical relationships that exist among them.


Recognize and organize details according to their logical relationships.


Recognize and identify thinking patterns that writers use to organize information.


Distinguish among statements of fact, personal opinion, and reasoned opinion.


Understand and state an author’s intent, tone, attitude, and/or bias in a text and how it relates to the central point.


Make inferences that are logical, 


      reasonable, and probable that are 


      based on accurate understanding 


      of what you’ve read.


Organize and report on a work of fiction.


Exhibit appropriate behavior in a college class.


Follow acceptable standards for submitting college work.





Communication





Exchange phone numbers with two other students whom you can text if you are absent in order to know what we did in class and what your homework is.  If you have questions or concerns about anything—homework, your written work, class activities, absences, plagiarism or anything else related to this class, please come to my office hours or email me.





Mrs. Jan Zigler          


Office:  CC1 215





Office Hours:


M W 10-11; F 11-12


or by appointment





� HYPERLINK "mailto:jan.zigler@reedleycollege.edu" ��jan.zigler@reedleycollege.edu�





638-3641 ext. 3262





�











Don’t just go away!




















III. COURSE OBJECTIVES








	(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)





In the process of completing this course, students will:





A.	recognize and use new vocabulary with the aid of context clues, morphological clues, syntactic information, redundancy, and 	dictionary skills.





B.	comprehend and discuss both literal and implied meanings in material up to twelfth grade level of difficulty.





C.	analyze various writing techniques and their effects on the reading process.





D.	evaluate the credibility of authors' treatments.





E.	relate old knowledge to new.





F.	use study skill techniques of previewing, organizing strategies, synthesizing and summarizing to report on readings.





G.	vary reading strategies and rate according to the needs of the assignment or the level of difficulty of the writing.





H.	discuss the relevance of the readings in terms of personal knowledge gained or attitudinal changes resulting from the 	readings.





I.	apply these skills to short text passages, journal articles, and  to independent reading of two full-length books.




























































































ppear!








