ENGLISH 125—Fall 2015 #58011 (ONLINE: Mondays and Wednesdays)                     

INSTRUCTOR: DEANNA M. GARABEDIAN, MA

Email Deanna.garabedian@reedleycollege.edu
Semester Syllabus

(This entire syllabus is tentative--contents are subject to change at any time.) 

Welcome to English 125. This course will not only help to improve and enhance your writing skills, but also emphasize the importance of writing as an effective communication tool. Throughout the semester, we will discuss the importance of revision and reading carefully. Each of you will undoubtedly become an important part of this class as you share your own perspective and unique experiences. Each assignment is equally important. DESPITE THE ONLINE NATURE OF THIS COURSE, you are expected to actively participate and post assignments on time. 
IN GENERAL, WE WILL FOLLOW A MONDAY/WEDNESDAY FORMAT. IT IS ENTIRELY YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO CHECK IN AND STAY ON TOP OF ASSIGNMENTS. IF YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW TO POST ASSIGNMENTS OR NAVIGATE AN ONLINE COURSE, PLEASE BE SURE TO CLARIFY WITH ME AND LEARN SO THAT YOU DO NOT FALL BEHIND! YOU MAY NOT EMAIL ME YOUR ASSIGNMENTS IF YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW TO POST. ASSIGNMENTS EMAILED WILL EARN A ZERO. PLEASE BE SURE TO LEARN HOW TO POST AND NAVIGATE RIGHT AWAY! I WILL HELP YOU IF YOU ASK! 

If you have any pressing problems that you need to discuss, please do not hesitate to email me. And, if you have a documented disability and wish to discuss specific academic accommodations, please do not hesitate to discuss this with me as soon as possible. If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.  

Texts 

A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage (Beason and Lester—6th ed.)
Bless Me, Ultima, Rudolfo Anaya

A Separate Peace, John Knowles
Classroom Requirements

· at least 3 essays (2-3 pages, typed, double-spaced, 1 inch margins all around)

· reading of at least 2 novels 

· homework assignments worth various point totals (class participation, essay drafts, peer-response, reading responses, etc.)

· at least 8 quizzes  

· at least 1 TIMED essay 

· final research paper 

· final exam

Grading Policy: 100-90%=A, 89-80%=B, 79-70%=C, 69=60%=D, 59% and below=F  

Class Policies:
Attendance: Students may be dropped if materials have not been acquired by the end of the first week of instruction. Your grade will depend on your ability to check in online regularly and to post assignments properly on time. For any questions, please do not hesitate to email me right away.  

Quizzes: Quizzes cannot be made up, unless your absence is either entirely dire and extreme or discussed and cleared with me ahead of time. There will be no exceptions. 

Essays: Essays must be typed and double-spaced with MLA documentation style, and they are due on the designated date in class. Late papers will not be accepted, and you will earn a 0. You must hand in ALL essays for the possibility of earning a passing grade. Most often, when students do not hand in an essay, their final grade results in an F or a D, at best. 
Plagiarism: Work submitted in this class must be your original creation. Plagiarism will result in a grade of 0 (an F) for the assignment and possible disciplinary action with the Vice President of Student Affairs. Academic dishonesty is a cause for discipline under Board Policy 5410(c). BEWARE: If you choose to plagiarize, I will know. Students have tried and have been reported. You are better than plagiarism. Students that I never suspected have been chief offenders. Please respect yourself, put some real effort into your education, and feel confident in your abilities. When you plagiarize, you do not offend me, you offend yourself. Please think seriously before you take this dishonest and useless approach.  

Behavioral Standards:  Please write respectfully with regard to me or your fellow students when posting responses. Failing to do so will be considered disruptive behavior and, therefore, handled accordingly.  

Writing Help: The RC Writing Center is located in HUM 58 (M-TH—8-2pm). 

Tentative Semester Schedule

WEEK 1

Getting a Clue
WEEK 2

Assign Essay #1 (Descriptive/Narrative)
Assign Bless Me, Ultima (BMU) 
WEEK 3

Essay #1 Draft Due 
BMU QZ#1
WEEK 4

Essay #1 Final Draft Due

BMU  QZ#2 

WEEK 5

BMU  QZ #3
WEEK 6

BMU QZ #4
Assign Essay #2 (BMU)

WEEK 7 

Peer-editing--Essay #2 (Draft Due)

WEEK 8

Assign A Separate Peace (ASP)
Essay #2 Final Draft Due (BMU)    

WEEK 9

ASP  QZ#1 
WEEK 10

ASP QZ#2
In Class Essay

WEEK 11

ASP QZ#3
WEEK 12

ASP QZ#4
Assign Essay #3 (ASP)
WEEK 13

Peer-Editing—Essay #3 (Draft Due) 

WEEK 14

Essay #3 Final Due  

Assign Research Paper
WEEK 15
Working on Research Paper
Various Lessons
WEEK 16

Research Paper Draft Due
Research Paper Workshop
WEEK 17

Research Paper Final Due
Review for Final Exam
WEEK 18

Final Exam

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

August 28

Last day to drop a full-term class for a full refund

September 4       
Last day to register for a full-term Fall 2014 class in person

September 4       
Last day to drop a Fall 2014 full-term class to avoid a “W” in        




person                       

September 4 

Last day to drop a Fall 2014 full-term class to avoid a “W” on


           

WebAdvisor

September 7

Labor Day holiday (no classes held, campus closed)

October 16

Last day to drop a full-term class (letter grades assigned after this 




date)

November 11

Veterans Day observed (no classes held, campus is open)

November 26-27 
Thanksgiving holiday (no classes held, campus closed)

December 14-18
Final exams week

December 18
 
End of Fall 2014 semester

