[image: image1.jpg]



PAGE  
74213

Criminology 1:  Introduction to Criminology
Course Syllabus

Reedley College – Summer 2014
INSTRUCTOR:  Tasha Cummings, M.A.

SCHEDULE NO:  74213
MAILBOX:  559-638-0337 (Counseling Dept.)
DAY/TIME:  MW 8:00-10:30 AM
EMAIL:  tasha.cummings@reedleycollege.edu
COURSE TERM:  05/28-07/30
AVAILABILITY:  By appointment 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course introduces students to the history and philosophy of the United States criminal justice system. It also analyzes theories of crime and crime causation in conjunction with how law is developed. Additionally, the course examines sentencing and incarceration processes. ADVISORIES: Eligibility for English 125 and 126. (A, CSU, UC)
	COURSE OUTCOMES:

	

	Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

	1. Recognize the major components of the criminal justice system.

2. Describe the differences between Federal and State courts.

3. Identify the major theories which attempt to explain crime causation.

4. Explain the processes by which a criminal case progresses from investigation to appeal.

5. Recognize which Amendments to the United States Constitution have the greatest impact on the criminal justice system.


	COURSE OBJECTIVES:

	

	In the process of completing this course, students will: 

	1. Demonstrate an understanding of the history, development, structure, and function of the American police, courts, and corrections systems.

2. Explain the methods, theories, and concepts associated with the sources of crime data, the emerging patterns of criminal activity, and the costs of crime.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of criminological theories used to explain crime and criminality.

4. Demonstrate the ability to follow appropriate writing styles practiced within the social sciences arena while gathering and organizing the material required for a case brief or other selected written project.

5. Show an understanding of corrections including the roles of probation, parole, and community corrections, as well as the functions of prisons and jails.

6. Convey an understanding of the process of adjudication.

7. Identify and describe special issues in the criminal justice system involving juvenile delinquency.



REQUIRED TEXT:    
Essentials of Criminal Justice, By Larry Siegel & John 




Worrall, 9th edition
SUPPLIES:
2-Pocket Portfolio, Red Pen, & (1) 889-E Scantron 
ATTENDANCE:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Excessive absences,   3 or more, may result in the student being dropped from this class.  Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility to officially drop a class in which he/she no longer wishes to be enrolled.
CHEATING & PLAGIARISM:  “…cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college; each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors.  Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences” (Reedley College Catalog, 2004-2006).
ACCOMMODATIONS:  Reedley College is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities.  Disabled Student Programs & Services (DSP&S) provides the campus with academic support services and specialized assistance to students with disabilities.  Individuals with physical, perceptual, or learning disabilities as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact DSP&S for information regarding accommodations.  Please notify the instructor so that reasonable efforts can be made.
COMMUNICATION:  Students will have access to the course on the first day of the semester.  Log on to Blackboard with the seven digit student ID for both the username and password.  All forms/handouts and lecture notes can be downloaded from here.  Students may also direct any questions/requests via their student email account.  Directions for activating the “free” student email will be noted on the entry page for this course on Blackboard.  Computers are available in the Computer Lab located in the Library.
GRADING:
Student success in this course will depend on the interest, willingness and enthusiasm that students bring to class.  Students are expected to be active participants in group activities and class discussions.  Grades will be based on completion of the following:

Class Participation          15 pts.

A=90-100%

300-269 pts.
Review Questions    
   70 pts.

B=80-89%

268-239 pts.

Quizzes 

 140 pts.

C=70-79%

238-209 pts.
Presentation

   25 pts.

D=60-69%

208-179 pts.
Final


   50 pts.

F=59-0%

178 & below

        TOTAL

          300 pts.





CLASS PARTICIPATION:  Students will be expected to answer the Myth or Reality statements posed at the beginning of each class/chapter.  There will be a total of fourteen reality checks worth one point each, and are DUE upon the conclusion of each chapter.  In class participation is required.  Make-ups are NOT allowed.  NO exceptions!
REVIEW QUESTIONS:  Students will be expected to answer the Review Questions at the end of each chapter.  Time in class will be allotted to complete the assignments via small groups/class discussions.  There will be a total of fourteen sets of questions worth five points each, and are DUE upon the conclusion of each chapter.  A textbook is on reserve in the Library– see the Librarian for further assistance (FREE for ALL students).  All answers must be properly numbered, and placed in the pocket of the required portfolio folder upon submission.  Further directions will be given in class.  Portfolios will NOT be accepted past the due date(s).  If an absence is necessary, portfolios can be submitted prior to the due date, or submitted electronically on the day due - before 10:30 A.M.  Details will be posted on Blackboard at the beginning of each week.  It is the student’s responsibility to check Blackboard weekly to stay abreast of course work.
QUIZZES:  Upon the conclusion of each chapter, a quiz consisting of ten questions will be given– open book/notes.  Quizzes will be administered and graded in class via small groups.  There will be a total of fourteen quizzes worth ten points each.  Make-ups are NOT allowed.  NO exceptions!
PRESENTATION:  Students will be placed in groups of 3-4, and will be expected to choose one Contemporary Issue in Criminal Justice noted in the required textbook – see table of contents, green titles, for a complete list of options.  A PowerPoint presentation will be required.  Each student will be required to speak for a portion of the time allotted.  Please be sure to read the entire article on the specified page, and be sure all parts of the question posed at the end of the article are noted in the slide show.  Presentations are worth 25 points.  Copies of the PPT file must be sent to the instructor prior to the assigned delivery date.  Further formatting instructions will be given in class, and posted on Blackboard for reference.  The Computer Lab and Writing Center is available to students as well.  See the Class Calendar handout for PRESENTATION/DUE dates.  Make-ups are NOT allowed. NO exceptions!
FINAL:  The final will be 100 % comprehensive.  There will be a total of 50 questions worth 1 point each.  Refer to chapter quizzes for test preparation.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep and correct quizzes in preparation for the final.  An 889-E scantron is required. 
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