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Cooper – Journ 3 syllabus, Spring 2014 – 2

Journalism 3 — News Writing
Course syllabus, Spring 2014
Class No. 52519
Date/place/time:
MW Room 5 2:00-3:15 p.m.
Instructor: Nicole Cooper
E-mail: Nicole.cooper@reedleycollege.edu
CATALOG DESCRIPTION
News information gathering and writing for print media across multiple platforms. Includes the basics of news writing, methods and practices, interviewing, feature writing, and emphasis on writing against deadlines. Ethical, policy and legal questions confronting reporters, and their editors and publishers.
COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

	A. Demonstrate news writing proficiency with advanced Associated Press style for different types of news events and stories on deadline.

B. Write human-interest stories, features, in-depth pieces, profiles and investigative reports.

C. Create multiple styles of leads.

	
In the process of completing this course, students will:

	A. Demonstrate the ability to write news stories for publication in a newspaper.

B. Demonstrate the ability to copy read and edit news stories.

C. Critically analyze the news value in a set of facts.

D. Articulate a personal set of legal and ethical news writing guidelines.

E. Identify and understand the standards of professional news writers.


COURSE MATERIALS
Textbooks

• Reaching Audiences: A Guide to Media Writing, 5th edition. By Yopp/McAdams/Thornburg.

• The Associated Press Stylebook. Edited by Christian/Jacobsen/Minthorn.

Courseware and e-mail

• Access to the Blackboard course site is required. http://blackboard.reedleycollege.edu

• Access to SCCCD e-mail is required. http://www.reedleycollege.edu/studentemail
• Access to FresnoBee.com is required, with free registration. www.fresnobee.com

Assignments and handouts

• Some will be provided in class, but most will be posted on the Blackboard course site. It is the student’s responsibility to download and print out material that’s posted on Blackboard.

• You will be expected to read and observe FresnoBee.com regularly. Additional news sources will also be assigned, including ABC30.com, CNN.com, NYTimes.com and other news sites.

Supplies

• A perfect-bound notebook is required for in-class journaling, separate from your notes and assignments. (Avoid spiral-bound notebooks.) Two small blue books are also required.

• Pencils, pens and notepads are required as needed for reporting and note taking. Printer ink and paper are required for printing out assignments.

• A digital voice recorder is recommended but optional. Multimedia equipment (such as a digital camera or a video camera) is also optional.

Computers

• Every student is presumed to have 24-hour access to a computer workstation with basic software. This includes Internet access, a word processing program and a printer.

• Access to a portable USB flash drive, to store your documents, is required.

Fees

• Money might be needed for copies of government records, transportation or event admissions.

• There are no additional fees associated with the course.

Equipment and facilities
• Use of the room 5 writing lab will be provided only during designated class times. Additional computer labs are available elsewhere on campus.

• Access to room 5 equipment and facilities is a privilege. Any damage resulting in repairs or replacement costs for items lost or damaged is the responsibility of the student.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
• Read and study the day’s scheduled materials before coming to class, and be prepared to directly demonstrate your knowledge of the material. Bring writing and note-taking supplies.

• Bring your books and assigned materials to every class, ready to participate. The instructor will ask you to leave (marked absent) if you are not prepared with the required books and materials.

• Treat the class and all assignments with professionalism, which means meeting all deadlines, gathering all information on your own, and treating all sources and collaborators with respect.

• Be prepared to complete a graded assignment on any given class day. Students will complete some assignments outside of the classroom; some assignments will be given in class.

• Consistently check the course Blackboard site and your e-mail for class updates.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

Detailed assignment requirements, grading criteria and deadlines will be posted and updated throughout the semester on the Blackboard course site.

Writing projects
Produce four formal writing projects on guided topics of your choice, primarily in a “real-world” environment. The instructor will direct the assignments, with input from the students. The assignments will consist of a resume, a news story, a feature story and a final portfolio with reflection letter consisting of a detailed self-analysis of your work in the course. The word counts should be 500-600 words, unless otherwise assigned. Further revisions may be required. At the time the assignments are due, they must be submitted both as a typewritten hard copy and as an e-mail attachment to the instructor.

Lab assignments
Produce 12 formal lab assignments on specific topics provided by the instructor, primarily in a laboratory environment. This will include a peer review component in which students will both give and receive revision advice. The word counts should be 350-400 words, unless otherwise assigned. Further revisions may be required. At the time the stories are due, they must be submitted both as a typewritten hard copy and as an e-mail attachment to the instructor.

Homework assignments
Produce 13 informal homework assignments, covering specific topics provided by the instructor. These will consist mostly of reflections on the news writing process and current events. The word counts should be 250-300 words. At the time the responses are due, they must be submitted both as a typewritten hard copy and as an e-mail attachment to the instructor.

EXAMS AND QUIZZES

Exams and quizzes will cover the material from both the readings and the lectures, including that day’s scheduled reading and material since the last exam or quiz. There will be a midterm and a final exam, each of which will be comprehensive and will require a small blue book. There will be 12 quizzes. Both the “writing diagnostic” and the “grammar diagnostic” on the first day will be used only for analytic purposes and will not be counted toward the student’s final grade.

ATTENDANCE AND WORKLOAD
• Students are expected to attend class periods and to actively participate in writing and discussions. Roll will be taken every day. Each student is allowed three absences without penalty. With each absence after three, one-half of a letter grade (50 points) will be deducted from the student’s final participation/attendance grade. No exceptions. It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of absences.

• Arriving to class more than 10 minutes late or leaving more than 10 minutes early will be counted as a full absence. No exceptions. Also, “leaving for cyberspace” via texting, e-mail, or Internet surfing may be considered an absence at the instructor’s discretion.

• Students participating in mandatory college activities during class times must provide the instructor with written notification from the coach, professor, or adviser well in advance of the absence. Students with a serious illness or family emergency may be excused if the instructor is notified as soon as possible and if legitimate documentation is also provided. Sleeping late, having to work, or dealing with transportation issues are not excuses. 

MAKEUP WORK AND DEADLINES

There is no makeup work or late work in the class – even if you are absent – without an approved, documented excuse and prior arrangement with the instructor. Hard copies of writing projects and homework assignments are due at the beginning of class. Hard copies of lab assignments are due in class at assigned times. Journals are checked at random during class and you must be present with your journal to be considered for credit. Electronic copies submitted to the instructor’s e-mail will be checked for their time stamps. The instructor will strictly enforce all deadlines. A missed deadline will result in a zero on the assignment. No exceptions.

SUBMITTING WORK

All assignments submitted to the instructor should be typed and double-spaced in APA style, with 1-inch margins and in Times New Roman font. In the upper left, you should include your name on the first line, instructor name on the second line, class section on the third line, and the submission date on the fourth line. All assignments should also have titles, written like news headlines. At the end of the story, put –END, xx words– to mark the end and indicate a word count. Failure to follow the guidelines will result in a penalty of one letter grade (points vary) on the assignment. When submitting to the instructor’s e-mail, make sure to include the assignment’s specifics in both the document name and the e-mail subject line. The files must be in either .doc or .rtf format. Please put your last name, the assignment name and number, and the assignment title. Example: Jones – Lab 2 – Editing Assignment

GRADING POLICY AND SCALE

Students will be graded on both their content-producing performance and their commitment to the class material. There are 1,000 points that can be earned in the class.

Content

• Writing project #1 (resume) — 50 points




• Writing project #2 (news story) — 50 points




• Writing project #3 (feature story) — 100 points




• Writing project #4 (final portfolio w/reflection letter) — 100 points




• Lab assignments (incl. peer reviews) — 12 @ 25 points each = 250 points




• Homework assignments — 13 @ 10 points each = 130 points

Commitment
• Quizzes — 12 @ 10 points each = 120 points




• Midterm exam — 50 points




• Final exam — 50 points




• Participation/attendance — 100 points

The total number of points earned will determine your semester grade, on a standard scale.

A grade = 900-1000 points, B grade = 800-899 points, C grade = 700-799 points, 

D grade = 600-699 points, F grade = 599 points and below.
Grades will be determined by the difficulty and extent of the work required and the quality and quantity of the writing and reporting. A standard grading outline will be used for most assignments, evaluating your ideas, structure, information, writing style and mechanics. Every effort will be made to maintain fairness in grading. However, the nature of writing often involves subjective appraisal of content and commitment by the instructor, based on appropriate criteria for each assignment.
COURSE POLICIES
Cheating and plagiarism

Cheating, plagiarism, fabrication and/or academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Accuracy and honesty are currency. Don’t cut corners or make things up because an assignment is “just for class.” If you face a situation you’re unsure of, consult the instructor before you submit the work. Cheating is defined as the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Cheating includes any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is defined as a specific form of cheating that consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresentation of the material as one’s own. Course assignments must be your own work. Work from group assignments must be clearly credited for each team member. References to the work of others, including all information from sources, must be clearly and fully identified. Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a zero score on a particular assignment, through an F grade for the course, to expulsion from the college.

Commitment to accuracy

A commitment to accuracy is crucial in any kind of media field. Students in this class must show professionalism by dedicating themselves to 100 percent accuracy. Any misspelled names and/or major factual errors in a story will result in a zero score on the assignment. No exceptions.

Commitment to good reporting
Lazy reporting will not be tolerated. Students will not be allowed to interview friends, family or people they know unless the source is truly the only source available. In most cases, unless approved in advance by the instructor, this includes “friends” on social networking sites. Also, reporting or quoting from the Internet should only be used if the material is absolutely vital to the story and it is impossible to get the information any other way; the information should still be fully attributed.

Identifying yourself

When interviewing sources and reporting, students should clearly identify themselves as a Reedley College student taking this Journalism 3 course. Students should explain that stories written for the class might be submitted for publication in our college newspaper, The Tiger Print.
Students with disabilities

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternative media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please identify yourself to the instructor immediately so that reasonable accommodations for learning and evaluation within the course can be made. For additional assistance, contact Disabled Student Programs & Services at (559) 442-8237.

Classroom behavior

Students are expected to behave in ways that support the learning environment, which means refraining from disrupting the work of others. Each student is expected to respect the rights of the instructor, guest speakers and the other students in the class. The exploration of controversial ideas is an essential component of college courses. Students who do not behave in a respectful manner will be asked to leave the classroom (marked absent) and may be asked to drop the class.

Electronic devices

Cell phones and all digital devices must be turned off and put away before class. Text messaging and/or Internet surfing during class are prohibited. The instructor will ask you to leave the classroom (marked absent) if you do not comply. You may only use a laptop for class assignments or activities. Students using a laptop for non-instructional purposes will be asked to leave the classroom (marked absent).

Collaborative spirit

Students will be expected to work collaboratively with the instructor and with each other. If you 
do not like group work or collaborative activities, you should strongly consider taking a different class. Please do not read, sleep, do other class work or talk to your neighbor while others are speaking. The instructor will ask you to leave the classroom (marked absent) if you do not comply.

Office hours, arranged time and consultation

As adjunct faculty, the instructor does not have an office, a campus phone number or regular office hours. The instructor will try to respond to e-mails within 24 hours. The instructor is also available to schedule appointments for consultation on MW afternoons if requested in advance, during the weekly “arranged time” for the class.

Children and guests
Reedley College policy does not permit children to attend class. People who are not enrolled in the class may also not be in the classroom.

Food and drink

Food and drink are not allowed in the classroom, especially in the computer lab.

Disclaimer

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the instructor may need to change, modify, add or delete course assignments, materials or projects. If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on changes, assignments and announcements you may have missed. Notification of changes will be posted in the announcements area of Blackboard and by e-mail to each student.

TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE

All class sessions will be in a lecture/activity format and will cover that class’ readings. Read and study the day’s scheduled materials BEFORE coming to class.

	DATE
	
	TOPIC
	REQUIRED READING

	1/13
	Monday
	Syllabus, Grammar diagnostic
	

	1/15
	Wednesday
	Intro. To lab, writing diagnostic
	

	1/20
	Monday
	No Class: MLK Holiday
	

	1/22
	Wednesday
	Understanding Audiences and style/grammar/math
	Homework #1 due
Chapter 1

	1/27
	Monday
	Lab Ex. #1, Quiz #1

How to peer review
	

	1/29
	Wednesday
	Style/grammar/math and editing for audiences
Project #1 (resume) assigned
	Homework #2 due
Chapter 3

	2/3
	Monday
	Lab Ex. #2, Quiz #2
	

	2/5
	Wednesday
	Guidelines for good writing
	Homework #3 due
Chapter 4

	2/10
	Monday
	Lab Ex #3, Quiz #3
	

	2/12
	Wednesday
	Getting to the point and beyond the lead
	Homework #4 due
Chapter 5

	2/17
	Monday
	No Class: President’s Holiday
	

	2/19
	Wednesday
	Lab Ex. #4, Quiz #4
Project #2 (news story) assigned
	Project #1 (resume) Due

	2/24
	Monday
	Online content
	Homework #5 due
Chapter 6

	2/26
	Wednesday
	Lab Ex. #5, Quiz #5
	

	3/3
	Monday
	Advertisements
	

	3/5
	Wednesday
	Beyond Breaking news and interviewing/quotes/attribution
	Homework #6 Due
Chapters 7 & 8

	3/10
	Monday
	Lab Ex. #6, Quiz #6
Project #3 (feature story) assigned
	Project #2 (news story) due

	3/12
	Wednesday
	Legal/ethical issues
	Homework #7 due
Chapter 12

	3/17
	Monday
	Midterm Exam
	

	3/19
	Wednesday
	Research and observation and interviewing/quotes/attribution
	Homework #8 due
Chapter 10

	3/24
	Monday
	Lab Ex. #7, Quiz #7


	

	3/26
	Wednesday
	Bias and stereotypes
	Homework #9 due
Chapter 9

	3/31
	Monday
	Lab Ex. #8, Quiz #8
	Project #3 (feature story) due

	4/2
	Wednesday
	Story forms
	Homework #10 due

	4/7
	Monday
	Lab Ex. #9, Quiz #9
	

	4/9
	Wednesday
	Strategic Communication
	Homework #11 due
Chapter 11

	4/14
	Monday
	No Class: Spring Break
	

	4/16
	Wednesday
	No Class: Spring Break
	

	4/21
	Monday
	Lab Ex. #10, Quiz #10
	

	                   4/23
	   Wednesday
	                                                   Broadcast Media
Project #4 (final portfolio) assigned
	                                       Homework #12 due
Chapter 13

	4/28
	Monday
	Lab Ex. #11, Quiz #11
	

	4/30
	Wednesday
	Future of news writing
	Homework #13 due
Chapter 14

	5/5
	Monday
	Lab Ex. #12, Quiz #12
	

	5/7
	Wednesday
	Wrap-up and review
	

	5/12
	Monday
	Work on Final portfolio
	

	5/14
	Wednesday
	Work on Final portfolio
	


Final Exam

	Regular Class Time
	Date Assigned for Final
	Time Assigned for Final

	MW 2-3:15 p.m.
	Monday, May 19
	2 p.m.
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