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Criminology 4:  Principles & Procedures of the Justice System
Course Syllabus

Reedley College – Spring 2014
INSTRUCTOR:  Tasha Cummings, M.A.

SCHEDULE NO:  52584
MAILBOX:  559-638-0337 (Counseling Dept.)
DAY/TIME:  MWF 1:00-1:50 PM
EMAIL:  tasha.cummings@reedleycollege.edu
COURSE TERM:  08/13-05/21
AVAILABILITY:  By appointment 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course analyzes criminal law and its relationship to court proceedings in the United States. Additionally, the class introduces students to concepts such as: procedural rules, jurisdiction, classification and elements of crimes. It also focuses on the legal issues and constitutional interpretations involving extradition, arrest, search and seizure laws, admissions and confessions and other directives provided to law enforcement agencies.
	COURSE OUTCOMES:

	

	Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

	1.  Arrange the various components of the court system into proper sequence. 

2. Discuss and describe the various stages in the trial process. 

3. Understand and correctly use the vocabulary of the court room. 

4. Identify key due process issues relating to the 6th, 8th, and 14th amendments to the United States Constitution. 

5. Describe the history and application of the exclusionary rule in shaping criminal procedures.

	COURSE OBJECTIVES:

	

	In the process of completing this course, students will: 

	1. Assemble the various historical and developmental concepts of the United States and California criminal court procedures. 

2. Critically analyze the hierarchy of the court systems. 

3. Demonstrate the ability to use legal terminology, definitions, and theories of criminal law. 

4. Understand the adversarial nature of the American courtroom 

5. Identify the elements of a crime, the seriousness of the offense and the defendant's capacity to commit such crimes. 

6. Explain and discuss the various criminal defenses, legal justifications, and burdens of proof.


REQUIRED TEXT:    
America’s Courts and the Criminal Justice System, By David 




Neubauer & Henry Fradella, 11th edition
SUPPLIES:
2-Pocket portfolio, Red pen, & (2) 882-E Scantrons 
ATTENDANCE:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Excessive absences,   3 or more, may result in the student being dropped from this class.  Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility to officially drop a class in which he/she no longer wishes to be enrolled.
CHEATING & PLAGIARISM:  “…cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college; each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors.  Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences” (Reedley College Catalog, 2004-2006).
ACCOMMODATIONS:  Reedley College is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities.  Disabled Student Programs & Services (DSP&S) provides the campus with academic support services and specialized assistance to students with disabilities.  Individuals with physical, perceptual, or learning disabilities as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact DSP&S for information regarding accommodations.  Please notify the instructor so that reasonable efforts can be made.
COMMUNICATION:  Students will have access to the course on the first day of the semester.  Log on to Blackboard with the seven digit student ID for both the username and password.  All forms/handouts and lecture notes can be downloaded from here.  Students may also direct any questions/requests via their student email account.  Directions for activating the “free” student email will be noted on the entry page for this course on Blackboard.  Computers are available in the Computer Lab located in the Library.
GRADING:
Student success in this course will depend on the interest, willingness and enthusiasm that students bring to class.  Students are expected to be active participants in group activities and class discussions.  Grades will be based on completion of the following:

Portfolio

170 pts.

A=90-100%

300-269 pts.
Essays       

  30 pts.

B=80-89%

268-239 pts.

Midterm

  50 pts.

C=70-79%

238-209 pts.

Final


  50 pts.

D=60-69%

208-179 pts.
TOTAL

300 pts.

F=59-0%

178 & below

PORTFOLIO:  Students must answer the Critical Thinking Questions and define the Key Terms at the end of each chapter.  Chapter homework is worth 10 points each, and is DUE on Fridays.  Details will be posted on Blackboard at the beginning of each week.  A textbook is on reserve in the Library– see the Librarian for further assistance (FREE for ALL students).  All answers & terms must be properly numbered, stapled or secured, and placed in the pocket of the required portfolio folder upon submission.  Further directions will be given in class.  Portfolios will NOT be accepted past the due date(s).  Portfolios can be submitted prior to the due date, if an absence is necessary. 
ESSAYS:  Students must choose two essay questions posed from the Features Contents page beneath Courts and Controversy (xxi).   One essay question must be from chapters 1-8 and one question from 9-17.  Each essay is worth 15 points.  Please be sure to read the entire article on the specified page, and answer all parts of the question posed at the end of the article.  Essays need to be typed, double spaced, 12 point font, and a minimum/maximum of one page.  Further formatting instructions will be given in class and posted on Blackboard for reference.  The Writing Center is also a resource.  See the Class Calendar handout for DUE dates.
EXAMS:  There will be a total of two exams:  The midterm will cover chapters 1-8 and the final will cover chapters 9-17.  Please refer to the Class Calendar handout for exam dates.  Each exam will consist of 50 questions worth 1 point each.   Please refer to the Chapter Reviews, as well as, the Portfolio for test preparation.
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