Course Syllabus

Philosophy 2:  Critical Reasoning and Analytic Writing
Reedley College
Fall 2014
Professor:
   Dr. Michael Cole

e-mail:

   michael.cole@reedleycollege.edu


Office:

   Humanities 54
Office Hours:
   MW 1:30 – 2:30; T/TH 11:00 – 12:30
Office Phone:     (559) 638-3641, ext. 3274



Classroom:
   POR 4
Class Times:
   MWF, 9:00 – 9:50 

Course Description

As the course title strongly suggests, this is a course on critical thinking and writing.  Thinking (or perhaps better, reasoning) is a cognitive process or activity employed in everyday decision-making, problem-solving, argumentation, and discussion.  But ultimately reasoning is a skill, and like any skill one’s ability to perform it well can always be improved upon.  Thus, the purpose of this course is to enhance your ability to reason well by developing your skills for successfully interpreting, evaluating, and constructing arguments.  As such we will discuss the basic components of arguments as well as how to distinguish argumentative passages from non-argumentative passages.  You will learn how to produce well-crafted versions of arguments.  We will discuss the distinction between deductive and inductive arguments, and learn techniques for the evaluation of both varieties of argument.  We will discuss not only how people ought to reason, but also how people ought not to reason by looking at common forms of fallacious reasoning.  Finally, a central focus of the course will be on the instruction of writing that emphasizes and applies critical thinking in a series of student essays. Students will be required to write a minimum of 6,000 words during the course of the semester.
Course Objectives

In the process of completing this course, students will: 
1. Write précis of classic philosophical texts in a series of homework assignments.
2. Discuss classic philosophical texts. 
3. Lay out arguments, including arguments of historically recognized importance, in numbered 
    premises and conclusions. 
4. Confront the responsibility of accurately representing opposing views on a philosophical 
    problem, especially views opposed to their own. 

Required Text


1.  Daniel Howard-Snyder, Frances Howard-Snyder, and Ryan Wasserman, The Power of Logic, 

     5th ed., (McGraw-Hill, 2013).
Additional readings (not necessarily listed on the syllabus), handouts, and exercises will also be assigned throughout the semester and will be made available via Blackboard.  
Course Requirements 
1.  Homework assignments (10% of final grade)
Homework assignments will be assigned on a regular basis.  You can access the homework assignments via Blackboard.  All assigned homework is to be completed by the date indicated by the instructor.  Late homework will not be accepted without the prior approval of the instructor.
2.  Exams (60% of final grade)
There will be four in-class, closed-notes exams administered throughout the course of the semester, each of which will constitute 15% of your final grade.  Exams will take the form of either true/false, short answer, multiple choice, or problem-solving exercises.  Students are responsible for the content of all reading assignments, homework, lectures, and class discussions.  Exam 1 is tentatively scheduled for Friday, September 12th; Exam 2 is tentatively scheduled for Monday, October 6th; Exam 3 is tentatively scheduled for Friday, November 7th; and Exam 4 will take place on the day of the scheduled final, Wednesday, December 10, 9:00 – 10:50.
3.  Writing assignments (30% of final grade)

You will be required to complete four writing assignments (3-5 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point font) emphasizing the application of techniques developed in class for the identification, interpretation, evaluation, and construction of arguments.  Writing topics, guidelines, and due dates will be distributed later in the semester.  All writing assignments must be submitted to turnitin.com.  Writing assignments not submitted to turnitin.com by the date indicated by the instructor will receive no credit.
Late Policy

Students are expected to complete and turn-in all assigned work by the date indicated by the instructor.  To reiterate, late work will not be accepted, and exams cannot be made-up without the prior authorization of the instructor.

Class Attendance  
Students are expected to attend all classes and to be on time.  Failure to attend class on a regular basis WILL inevitably result in a poor grade for the course.  
Drop Policy

Any student missing either the first day of class or a sum total of four lecture days accumulated prior to the final drop date (Friday, October 10th) may be dropped from the class at the discretion of the instructor.  Also note that it is the student’s responsibility to drop any class in which they no longer wish to be enrolled.  Do not simply stop attending class and assume that you will be dropped by someone else.  If you want to drop the class, you must complete the drop process for yourself.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement 

If you believe that you have a need for an academic accommodation or materials in an alternate media (e.g., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSPS) for verification and support. After you talk with DSPS, inform your instructor and provide the appropriate documentation.

Policy on Academic Dishonesty

Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences.  Incidents of cheating, plagiarism, or collusion may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.  If you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please see the Reedley College Course Catalogue (page 46), or speak with the instructor.

Important Dates

Last day to drop to avoid a “W”:  Friday, August 29th     

Last day to change to Pass/No-Pass grading option:  Friday, September 12th 

Last day to Withdraw from a course:  Friday, October 10th  

Tentative Lecture Schedule

WEEK #
DATE & CONTENT

     1

Monday, August 11


Topic:  Introduction to the course; overview of the syllabus



Reading:  No reading
WEEK #
DATE & CONTENT
     1

Wednesday, August 13


Topic:  The basics of arguments


Reading:  POL Chapter 1, pp. 1-3


Friday, August 15
                        Topic:  The basics of arguments


Reading:  “The Elements of an Argument” (Blackboard)

     2

Monday, August 18
Topic:  Distinguishing arguments from non-arguments


Reading:  POL Chapter 2, pp. 63-67; “Identifying Arguments” (Blackboard)
Wednesday, August 20
Topic:  Distinguishing arguments from non-arguments



Reading:  POL Chapter 2, pp. 63-67; “Identifying Arguments” (Blackboard)
     

Friday, August 22
Topic:  Finish with identifying arguments; conditional statements



Reading:  POL Chapter 1, pp. 17-19
     3

Monday, August 25
Topic:  Understanding conditional (i.e. “If…, then…”) statements



Reading:  POL Chapter 1, pp. 17-19

Wednesday, August 27
Topic:  Understanding conditional (i.e. “If…, then…”) statements



Reading:  POL Chapter 1, pp. 17-19



Friday, August 29
Topic:  Deduction/induction distinction; validity and soundness


Reading:  POL Chapter 1, pp. 4-10

     4

Monday, September 1


No Class (Labor Day)
     

Wednesday, September 3
Topic:  Content/form distinction; more on validity 


Reading:  POL Chapter 1, pp. 14-28



Friday, September 5
Topic:  Proving invalidity—the counterexample method


Reading:  POL Chapter 1, pp. 33-47

WEEK #
DATE & CONTENT
     5

Monday, September 8
Topic:  Proving invalidity—the counterexample method


Reading:  POL Chapter 1, pp. 33-47

Writing Assignment 1 Due!

     

Wednesday, September 10
Topic:  Catch-up or Review for Exam I

Reading:  No New Reading

Friday, September 12
Exam I

Inductive Arguments
     6

Monday, September 15
Topic:  Inductive arguments; strength/cogency; arguments from authority

Reading:  POL Chapter 1, pp. 50-56; Chapter 10, pp. 499-505 and 507-509

Wednesday, September 17
Topic:  Arguments from authority; Induction by enumeration
Reading:  POL Chapter 10, pp. 507-509 and 513-517


Friday, September 19
Topic:  Understanding and evaluating analogical arguments 
Reading:  POL Chapter 10, pp. 509-513
     7

Monday, September 22
Topic: Evaluating analogical arguments in moral reasoning
Reading:  Judith Jarvis Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion” (Blackboard)
Avoiding Fallacies
     

Wednesday, September 24
Topic: Formal vs. informal fallacies; fallacies of irrelevance 

Reading:  POL Chapter 4, pp.147-160


Friday, September 26
Topic: Fallacies of irrelevance 

Reading:  POL Chapter 4, pp.147-160
WEEK #
DATE & CONTENT
     8

Monday, September 29
Topic:  Fallacies of ambiguity 

Reading: POL Chapter 4, pp.166-174
Wednesday, October 1
Topic:  Fallacies involving unwarranted assumptions 



Reading:  POL Chapter 4, pp. 177-188


Friday, October 3
Topic:  Catch-up or review for Exam II



Reading:  No New Reading


Writing Assignment 2 Due!
     9

Monday, October 6

 Exam II
Categorical Logic



Wednesday, October 8
Topic:  The Basics of Categorical Propositions


Reading:  POL Chapter 5, pp. 197-202



Friday, October 10


 Topic:  Putting Categorical Statements into standard form



Reading:  No new reading
    10

Monday, October 13


Topic:  Putting Categorical Statements into standard form



Reading:  No new reading


Wednesday, October 15


 Topic:  Modern vs. traditional interpretation of universal categorical 



             propositions


Reading:  Handout
Friday, October 17


Topic:  Modern vs. traditional interpretation of universal categorical 



             propositions


Reading:  No new reading

WEEK #
DATE & CONTENT
     11

Monday, October 20


Topic:  Venn diagrams for categorical propositions


Reading:  POL Chapter 6, pp. 232-241

     

Wednesday, October 22
Topic:  Venn diagrams for categorical propositions; testing immediate




 inferences for validity


Reading:  POL Chapter 6, pp. 232-241


Friday, October 24
Topic:  Venn diagrams for categorical propositions; testing immediate




 inferences for validity


Reading:  POL Chapter 6, pp. 232-241

     12

Monday, October 27
Topic:  Categorical Syllogisms; Venn diagrams for categorical syllogisms


Reading:  POL Chapter 6, pp. 225-226 and 242-248

Wednesday, October 29
Topic:  Continue diagramming categorical syllogisms


Reading:  No new reading
Writing Assignment 3 Due!


Friday, October 31


Topic:  Rules for evaluating categorical syllogisms


Reading:  POL Chapter 6, pp. 271-275
     13

Monday, November 3


Topic:  Continue with rules for evaluating categorical syllogisms


Reading:  No new reading
     

Wednesday, November 5
Topic:  Catch-up or Review for Exam III



Reading:  No New Reading


Friday, November 7

Exam III
    Statement Logic

 14

Monday, November 10
Topic:  Introduction to Statement Logic; symbolizations


Reading:  POL Chapter 7, pp. 279-296
WEEK #
DATE & CONTENT
     14

Wednesday, November 12


Topic:  More on symbolizations



Reading:  POL Chapter 7, pp. 303-310 
     

Friday, November 14


Topic:  Finish symbolizations



Reading:  No new reading
     15

Monday, November 17


Topic:  Introduction to truth tables



Reading:  POL Chapter 7, pp. 333-338


Wednesday, November 19


Topic:  Truth tables for statements



Reading:  POL Chapter 7, pp. 333-338


Friday, November 21


Topic:  Truth tables for statements



Reading:  POL Chapter 7, pp. 333-338
     16

Monday, November 24
Topic:  Problem solving with truth tables



Reading:  No new reading


Wednesday, November 26
Topic:  Problem solving with truth tables



Reading:  No new reading
     

Friday, November 28


No Class (Thanksgiving)
   Writing Assignment 4 Due!
     17

Monday, December 1
Topic:  Truth tables for arguments


Reading:  POL Chapter 7, pp. 311-320
     

Wednesday, December 3
Topic:  Truth tables for arguments


Reading:  POL Chapter 7, pp. 311-320
       

Friday, December 5


Topic:  Catch-up or Review for Final



Reading:  No New Reading
1

