Reedley College – Agriculture and Natural Resources Department
Course Syllabus – Fall 2014
Course Number & Name: NR 91 - Orienteering
Section #: 59212
Class Meeting Time and Place:   Lecture 12:00am – 1:25pm M in FEM 12
Instructor: Joshua Soderlund
    
       Office:  FEM 4G, Phone: (559) 638-3641, Ext. 3260

       Office Hours: T---11:00-12:00 & 3:00-4:00 and TH---1:00-2:00 other times by appointment

       Email: joshua.soderlund@reedleycollege.edu
Course Prerequisites:  none






Units: 1
Holidays: Holidays will be observed as per the State Center Community College District Schedule.
Drop Deadline: Friday, September 12th, after this date letter grade assigned.  

Final Exam:  Monday, October 6th 12:00-1:50pm
Textbook and Required Materials:

Wells, D. 2005. Wilderness navigation, National outdoor leadership school (NOLS). Stackpole books, Mechanicsburg, PA. (Recommended) Available online; NOT THE BOOKSTORE.
Course Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, you will:

· Use Global Positioning Systems to navigate and find a location on a map.

· Use topographic maps to plan travel routes.

· Determine unknown location in the field based upon topographic features, triangulation and topographic maps.

Course Objectives:

· Identify and define map symbols

· Calculate distance and elevation gain on a topographic map

· Use a GPS to locate a point on a map

· Correctly use a compass to traverse land according to a map

· Orient a map to magnetic north using declination

· Triangulate using a compass and land features

· Identify terrain structures using topographic lines

· Use coordinates to identify a location on a map

· Explain the difference between UTMs and Lat/Long systems

 Laboratory Activities:

This class requires 1.3 arranged hours each week.  There will be a few laboratory excursions taken during the semester.  These labs will generally occur outside the scheduled class time.  If you are unable to attend a class period, you will still be responsible for the material covered and may be required to complete an alternative assignment.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for that lab.  
We will have one Saturday (REQUIRED) laboratory field trip scheduled for September 27th.  This will be an all day 8:00am to 5:50pm class.  The in-field instruction will take place at an offsite location to be determined, weather permitting.
Classroom Conduct: 

All students are expected to act in a mature manner that respects their fellow students, the instructor and any guest presenters.  Please turn cellular phones, pagers and all other electric devices off during class time.  No tobacco products or sunflower seeds in class or on field trips.
Cheating and Plagiarism: 

Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses and will not be tolerated.  Students shall comply with Board Policy 5410; each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort toward attaining an education.  Violations of this policy will result in failing grade on an assignment and/or entire course.

Accommodation Statement:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Reedley College Policies:
To receive a grade for this course, students must complete all assigned work.  There are NO makeup assignments for this course.    
Attendance and Grading Policy:  

If you miss a lecture, you are responsible for obtaining notes from a classmate. Success in this class depends on the presence and active participation of each student; therefore, you are expected to attend every class.  Your participation record will be considered when assigning your final grade.  If you miss class >3 times during the semester (without a valid reason) you may be dropped from the course.  If class is canceled students will be notified via Blackboard and a note on classroom door.  Individual exam grades may be curved and final grades will be assigned based on a straight percentage system according to the following scale:

	Course Grade
	Cumulative Percent
	Breakdown of Grades
	Percent of Final Grade

	A
	90-100
	Unannounced Quizzes
	10 %

	B
	80-89
	Classwork/Homework
	10 %

	C
	70-79
	Field Trip Exam
	30 %

	D
	60-69
	Comprehensive Final Exam
	30 %

	F
	  <59
	Participation
	20 %

	
	
	TOTAL
	100 %


Tentative Lecture Schedule: Note: exact order of topics may vary depending upon scheduling of speakers and availability of necessary resources.
Date


Lecture Topic





8/11


Introduction/Syllabus, Equipment








8/18

 
Map Reading and Terrain Association



 


8/25


Using a Compass






9/1


No Class – Labor Day
9/8


 Planning and Following a Route / Lost in the Wilderness
9/15


Coordinate Systems
9/22


Using GPS Receivers, Digital Mapping
9/27


Saturday off-site laboratory site to be determined (mandatory)
9/30


Competitive Navigation  
10/6 


Final Exam: Monday, October 6th 12:00-1:50pm
1

