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REEDLEY COLLEGE – SCCCD

Division of Science and Geography
Fall Semester, 2014
Instructor: Sean Boyd 

Course: Geography 40A – World Geography
Schedule Number: 59752 or 59753
Units: 3
Meets:
59752 Meets Tuesdays / Thursdays from 9:00AM to 10:15 AM in Room PHY-76

59753 Meets Tuesdays / Thursdays from 10:30AM to 11:45 AM in Room PHY-76

Final:
59752 Final Exam is Thursday, Dec. 11, from 9:00AM to 10:50AM


59753 Final Exam is Tuesday, Dec. 9, from 10:00AM to 11:50AM
Dates: Monday, August 11 - Friday, December 12 
E-Mail:  sean.boyd@reedleycollege.edu 
Office Location / Hours: MWF 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM; TTH 12:00PM to 2:00PM

I will try to arrive in my office by 8:30AM Monday through Friday, before classes
Drop Deadline: Friday, October 10 (last day to drop and get a ‘W’) 
Text – Required:

The World Today, Editor’s Choice (Sixth) Edition, 2013, by de Blij, Muller, and Nijman. ISBN 978-1-118-69885-3
NOTE: YOU MUST OBTAIN A TEXTBOOK! YOU WILL NOT SUCCEED IN THIS CLASS WITHOUT ONE!! 
IT IS ASSUMED THAT BY ENROLLING IN THIS CLASS, YOU HAVE AGREED TO DO ALL ASSIGNED WORK, AND TO ABIDE BY ALL TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THIS CLASS!
Recommended Supplemental Book
Goode’s World Atlas: 978-0-528-87754-4. This is the one in the campus bookstore; OR, you can obtain any comparable, current paperback world atlas.
Course Advisories:  
Eligibility for ENGL 125 and 126. This course meets requirements for A, CSU-GE, UC, I. Always verify prerequisites and transferability of courses with your advisor! 
Students With Disabilities:

If you have a verified need (verified through the RC Office of DSP&S) for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. Contact the RC DSP&S office at 559-638-0332.
Course Description and Learning Objectives in the RC 2012-2014 Catalogue:

This course covers Europe, the post-Soviet Region, the Middle East, and Africa: a study of the physical settings, population patterns, natural resources, and economic and political status of these regions. Geography 40A and 40B together are equivalent to the Fresno City College courses Geography 4A and 4B together. Note from me: Additionally, I hope this course will be interesting, informative, and useful !!
Critical Dates –From Official RC Schedule:

AUGUST 22 (Friday) - Last day to drop a class and be eligible for a fee refund/reversal

AUGUST 29 (Friday) - Last day to add a full-term class in person; Last day to drop a full-term class in person

SEPTEMBER 1 (Monday) - End of Three-Week Drop period (no "W" on transcript); Last day to add a full-term class on WebAdvisor or Touchtone; Last day to drop a full-term class on WebAdvisor or Touchtone
SEPTEMBER 12 (Friday) - Last day to declare pass/no pass (P/NP) grade option

OCTOBER 10 (Friday) - End of Nine-Week Drop period (no drops after this date)
DECEMBER 9 (Tuesday) – 59753 FINAL EXAM, 10:00AM to 11:50AM
DECEMBER 11 (Thursday) – 59752 FINAL EXAM, 9:00AM – 10:50AM
DECEMBER 12 (Friday) - Fall semester ends
Holidays and Breaks 
September 1 (Monday) - Labor Day holiday – campus closed
November 11 (Tuesday) - Veterans Day holiday – no classes, but campus open
November 27-28 (Thursday/Friday) - Thanksgiving Day holidays – campus closed
December 12 (Friday) - End of Fall semester

Course Policies and Procedures:

Attendance will be taken daily. You are expected to attend EVERY class session, unless there is a legitimate, documented family or medical emergency.  Punctuality is important. PLEASE be on time!   

PLAGIARISM, ACADEMIC DISHONESTY, AND CHEATING WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. Please refer to the current RC Catalogue, Administrative Policies, for details.

Students with verified disabilities may be entitled to appropriate academic accommodations.  Please contact Disabled Student Services for details at 559-638-0332.

Electronic devices, including, but not limited to CELL PHONES, PAGERS, MP3 PLAYERS or IPODS MUST BE SHUT OFF PRIOR TO THE START OF CLASS. VIOLATIONS WILL RESULT IN CONFISCATION OF THE DEVICE, AND A POSSIBLE FAILING GRADE. 
Course Evaluation:

Your grade in this course will be based on your performance on exams, map quizzes, short writing assignments, and your portion of a group presentation. Exams will include true/false, multiple choice, and short answer questions, based on the lecture and readings.  Map quizzes will test your knowledge of the countries and cities in the realms we will cover in this class. 
Exams: Exams are worth 100 points each, and constitute roughly 47% of the final grade. There will be three exams, including a final exam. EVERYONE MUST TAKE THE FINAL EXAM, AND THAT EXAM SCORE COUNTS. Exams will be a combination of true/false, multiple choice, and short answer. Total exam points: 300 points.
Map Quizzes: There will be four map quizzes, varying in the number of points for each one, constituting about 30% of the final grade. Here’s the breakdown: Map Quiz #1, 55 points; Map Quiz #2, 35 points; Map Quiz #3, 55 points; Map Quiz #4, 55 points. Total map quiz points: 200 points.
Short Writing Assignments: There will be two short writing assignments, representing about 15% of the final grade. The details on the requirements for the writing assignments will be explained in a separate document. Each one is worth a maximum of 50 points, based on the quality of your work. Total short writing assignments points: 100 points. 
Group Presentation: Students in the class will form groups of approximately four students. Each group will pick an appropriate topic. Groups will present their topic to the entire class toward the end of the semester. While the group as a whole will not receive an evaluation, each individual in the group will be evaluated, based on their presentation in front of the class, and a short writing submission concerning their portion of the presentation.  Details about this assignment will be explained in a separate document. This assignment is roughly worth about 8% of the grade. Total points for participation in group: 50 points.
So, 300 + 200 + 100 + 50 = 650 points for the class. 
The grading breakdown is straightforward:



582 or higher (89.5% >)

A




517-581 (79.5 – 89.4%)

B




452-516 (69.5 – 79.4%)

C




387-451 (59.5 – 69.4%)

D





386 or lower (<  59.5%)

F

You are best advised NOT to miss ANY classes, exams, map quizzes, or assignments, unless you have a documented emergency or illness.  Please speak with me or email me if you miss class, or miss an exam or assignment. You may make up only one exam and one quiz. I strongly advise you to exchange phone numbers and e-mail addresses with at least one classmate, to keep up to date on coursework, if you miss a class session or lab.  Of course, you can also contact me.

Extra Credit:

Additional extra credit may be assigned at my discretion, toward the end of the semester.
Supplies:

You are expected to bring the following items to every class meeting: Textbook, notebook paper, pen and pencil.
Attendance Policy:
· Attendance will be taken each day as required by Board Policy 4118.1(b) via completion of Lab worksheets and Exams.

· Lectures and Labs start promptly at the scheduled times  

· Students are expected to arrive on time and stay for duration of the class sessions.

· If you are absent or late, it is YOUR responsibility to consult your fellow students after class and follow the Class Itinerary in the Syllabus to get the material you missed.  Students are advised to establish a buddy system to help cover such situations.

· If you decide to drop the class, you must complete the drop process yourself.  Your instructor will not do it for you (I do have the discretion to drop you after the first class meeting, if you do not show up without contacting me).

· Students who stop attending class and do not drop the class by the drop date will remain on the class roster, be marked absent for each day missed, and will be given failing grades on all Exams and Lab assignments that are missed.

Communication is of utmost importance!!   If you have to miss class, E-MAIL me to let me know you will be absent.  I will work with you if you keep me informed, and follow the procedures listed below.
Required criteria for Excused absences:

· Injury or medical problem -- If YOU are ill or injured, or if AN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER is ill or injured and you have to stay home with them, submit a note from the doctor’s office the day you return to class.  This does not include helping other relatives or friends.

· Death of an immediate family member - - Submit a copy of the memoriam announcement or Rosary from the funeral service the day you return to class. Immediate family member includes: Father, Mother, Grandfather, Grandmother, Brother, Sister, Husband, Wife, Son, Daughter

· Military Duty - - Submit a copy of the military orders prior to your absence or the day you return to class.

· Jury Duty - - Submit a copy of the jury summons prior to your absence.

· Court Subpoena - - Submit a copy of the subpoena prior to your absence.

· FCC Extracurricular Activities:  Limited to events that are held during our GEOG 40A days and hours ONLY

- - Events include: Games, matches, tournaments, competitions, and performances ONLY

               - - Does NOT apply to practices / rehearsals

               - - Submit copies of the team/group/cast roster and the game / match / tournament / competition / performance schedule 

               - - Submit the documentation at least one week in advance of your upcoming event.  E-mailed material will not be accepted.

Unexcused absences will result from the following situations (documentation will not be accepted):

· Any “excused absence situation” WITHOUT the required documentation or if the documentation is submitted later than required

· Helping relatives and friends, giving rides to people during GEOG 40A days and hours

· Arriving late and leaving early during a class session

· Transportation issues (no ride, engine trouble, out of gas, flat tire, getting pulled over, missed the bus, etc.) and/or parking issues

· Your employment schedule conflicts with our GEOG 40A days and hours

· Doctors appointments scheduled during our GEOG 40A days and hours

· Team/Club/Group/Cast practices and rehearsals held during our GEOG 40A days and hours

· Vacations, banquets, parties, awards ceremonies, breakfasts/lunches/dinners, etc.  scheduled during our GEOG 40A days and hours

· Schedules and/or late arrivals of flights, trains, buses conflict with our GEOG 40A days and hours

· Oversleeping, alarm clock problems, etc.

Exams, map quizzes, and writing assignments:

· Scantrons - 882E form - are required for all exams; quizzes will be self-contained, and no special answer form is required by you.  Scantrons are available at the RC Bookstore.  Your Instructor does not provide Scantrons.

· Each writing assignment must be completed on the day it is due, unless I indicate otherwise.  Late writing assignments will not be accepted.

· I will allow no more than one exam and one map quiz to be made up. 
Make-up Exams:

ONE make-up Exam and make-up map quiz may be issued during the semester at the Instructor’s discretion.  Students must provide documentation confirming an Excused Absence prior to issuance of a make-up Exam or map quiz.  See Excused Absence criteria listed above. Make-up exams must be taken in the Tutorial Center.
Disruptive Behavior will not be tolerated.

If you feel other students in the class are disrupting your progress and opportunity to learn, you are encouraged to inform your instructor of the problem after class or via e-mail so the situation can be resolved.

Disruptive Behavior includes:  

· Talking during the Instructor’s lecture

· Bothering/distracting fellow students during the Instructor’s lecture

· Talking too loud during Labs 

· Disrespectful remarks to the  Instructor and fellow students

· Venting complaints during class

· Taking excessive mini-breaks (leaving and returning to the classroom more than once during the class session)

· Cell phones and pagers ringing, text messaging, using music players and headphones, operating other electronics during lecture

· Reading magazines and newspapers; reading/doing homework for other classes during Geog 40A class time

· Excessive late arrivals

· Excessive early departures

· Sleeping during lecture

· Eating in the classroom—Food is NOT allowed in the classroom at any time

Note:  Students who are dismissed from class for disruptive conduct may fall behind in the coursework and possibly miss tests and assignments that cannot be made up.

-- First Instance = Student will be warned and/or required to change seats. 

-- Second Instance = Student will be dismissed from class for the day.

-- Third Instance = Student will be written up and may be suspended from class for up to 3 days.

-- Daily Disruptive Behavior = Further disciplinary action as per the Reedley College Class Disruption Policy, depending on the frequency and severity of the disruptive behavior.

Special Concerns:
· If drink containers and other trash are left in the classroom, drinks will NO LONGER be allowed in the classroom.

· In accordance with Classroom Health and Safety Regulations, NO food is allowed in the classroom at any time.

· In the interest of health and safety, shoes with soles should be worn at all times.

· Please do not bring children to class.

Academic Dishonesty:

Cheating applies to all Exams, and written assignments.  Cheating on an Exam or map quiz will result in zero credit at best. All students whose written work is identical will receive a significant loss of credit or zero credit (depending on the amount of copied material) regardless of who did the sharing and copying.  Talking during an exam is classified as cheating.
Cheating includes:

· Copying a classmate’s answers on an exam

· Talking during an exam 

· Copying a classmate’s assignment word for word.  Students are advised to complete their Lab assignments and write their Exam bonus question answers in their own words.
Plagiarism applies to all written assignments that require citing sources and interpreting source information in your own words.   A significant loss of credit or zero credit (depending on the amount of plagiarized material) will result if assignments contain plagiarism

Plagiarism results when:

· Sources are not properly cited.

· The order of the source’s words/phrases is simply changed around

· Source information is copied word for word (or copied and pasted from a web source); or is copied word for word and not cited as a direct quote.

· Note:  Quoting and citing an entire page, passage, or body of work will not be accepted.  You must write your own assignments. 

Be advised: it is possible to fail a college course if you cheat or plagiarize. 

Guidance on Paraphrasing:           

The following information can be found on page 117 of Diane Hacker’s guide book, A Pocket Style Manual, Fourth Edition.  The excerpt below is from section “29c Putting summaries and paraphrases in your own words” in the chapter that covers MLA Papers and avoiding plagiarism:

“A summary condenses information from a source; a paraphrase conveys this information in about the same number of words.  When you summarize or paraphrase, it is not enough to name the source; you must restate the source’s meaning using your own language.  You are guilty of plagiarism if you half-copy the author’s sentences-either by mixing the author’s phrases with your own without using quotation marks or by plugging your synonyms into the author’s sentence structure.” Plagiarism will occur if the paraphrase or summary contains too much of the original source’s wording (Hacker, 117).

