NR14 – PRINCIPLES OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

Course Syllabus for Spring 2012
Lecture: TH 1100-1250 (FEM 8)

Lab: 200-450 (FEM 8)

Instructor:  
Jennifer Phillips


Email: jennifer.phillips@reedleycollege.edu, jnphilli@mail.fresnostate.edu

Books:  Introduction to Wildlife and Fisheries: An Integrated Approach. 2nd edition. Willis, Scalet and Flake. W.H. Freeman and Company, 2009.
Course Objectives:  

To introduce students to local and regional wildlife species and to develop expertise in wildlife identification, taking field notes, and exposure to common field techniques used by wildlife managers.  Students will also be exposed to habitat management, population estimation, and wildlife conservation issues. 
Tentative Schedule

Lecture Topic



Lab Topic
Week 1
(1/10)
Introduction



Avian Morphology/Taxonomy


 
Ch1-Defining Wildlife and Fisheries
Passerines/Song Birds, Fresno Bird Count Training
Week 2 (1/17) 
Ch2-Ecological Concepts

Hawks and Owls,  Fresno Bird Count
Week 3 (1/24) 
Ch3-Population Dynamics

Ducks/Geese/Gamebirds 

Week 4  (1/31) 
Ch4-Genetics in Wildlife/Fisheries
Bird Lab Exam






Ch5-Nutrition/Physiology


Week 5 (2/7)  
Exam 1



Mammalian Taxonomy




               
Ch6-Behavior
Week 6 (2/14)  
Ch8-Age/Growth/Gender

Mammal skulls, teeth, skeleton,








Mammal Review

Week 7
 (2/21)
Ch10-Fish Stocking


CSU Natural History Cases field trip 



/Diseases and Parasites/


Population Removal

Week 8
 (2/28)
Wildlife Predation


Mammal Lab Exam



Week 9
 (3/7)
Exam 2



Diet analysis/owl pellets 
Week 10 (3/14) Ch7-Sampling

 

Population Estimation, choose presentation topic by 3/17


Ch9-Population Assessment

Motion Camera set up, possible field trip
Week 11 (3/21)
Ch12-Habitat Types


Zoo Field Trip


Ch13-Habitat Sampling/Assessment
 (3/28)  SPRING BREAK NO CLASS 
Week 12  (4/4)  Ch14-Habitat Degradation 

Track Plates




Ch15- Habitat Management

Week 13 (4/11)
Exam 3



Radio Tracking
Week 14 (4/18) Ch 16,17- Human Use


Small Mammal Trapping Techniques


Week 15 (4/25)
No Class Sequoia Field Trip

No Lab
Week 16 (5/2)
Ch11- Endangered Species

Presentations 


Ch18- Legislation

5/5 or 5/12 Mammal trapping camping trip or Friday Night Kit Fox Field Trip Bakersfield

Week 17 (5/9)
Ch19- Law Enforcement

Presentations


Ch20-Organizations

5/5 or 5/12 Mammal trapping camping trip or Friday Night Kit Fox Field Trip Bakersfield


Week 18 (5/17)
Final Exam





The instructor reserves the right to adjust the class schedule as necessary.

 Attendance and Grading Policy: 

If you miss a lecture or lab, you are responsible for obtaining notes from a classmate.  The success of any class depends on the presence and active participation of each student; therefore, you are expected to attend every class.  If you miss the lab portion of class >3 times during the semester you may be dropped from the course, or if the drop date has passed, you will fail the course.  If you miss the lecture portion of the course >4 times during the semester, you may be dropped from the course, or if the drop date has passed, you will fail the course.  Individual exam grades may be curved and final grades will be assigned based on a straight percentage system according to the following scale:

	Course Grade
Cumulative Percent

A


90-100


B


80-89


C


70-79


D


60-69


F


< 59
	Breakdown of Grades
      Points

Lecture Exams (4 @ 100 pts.)
400

Lab Exams


200

Lab Assignments

100
Presentation


100
Participation                                  50
    Total
             900

	
	


Field Trips:

There may be several required field trips taken during the semester.  These trips will generally be taken during scheduled lab times but we may return to campus after 6:00pm on occasion.  Field trips and labs will happen rain or shine so come prepared for the worst possible weather situations.  Each student must attend  the field trips.  These field trips will take place as indicated above. If you are unable to attend one of these trips, please notify me as soon as possible for an alternate assignment.  

We will be outside for some labs during the semester, so please come prepared with appropriate shoes and clothing.
Presentation:

Students will work in pairs and be assigned a wildlife species that they must research.  You must include basic natural history (taxonomy, description, habitat requirements, breeding biology, etc.).  Be certain to include a section on how man has affected the species and how it is being managed.  Your presentation should be 15 minutes in length with an appropriate number of visual aids.   Both students must speak and text must be in your own words, not copied from the web.
Due Dates:

· Subject must be assigned/selected by 17 March (5 points)

· A list of references must be turned in by 31 March (15 pts)

Your presentation will be given on assigned dates and times to be set by 14 April.  
Presentations must be given on the established due date.
Accommodation Needs

If you have a need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Cheating:


Cheating is not tolerated by Reedley College and will not be tolerated in the classroom.  I expect you to study hard and do your own work.  Students caught cheating on an exam will be given a zero for the exam.

Classroom rules: No phones on or out during lecture or lab unless being used for a classroom tool, ie) calculator.

No chewing tobacco or smoking allowed in the classroom. If you must chew, smoke, or make an important phone call, please leave the room.
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