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Course Description:  This reading course is designed to give you the tips and practice that you need in order to become an independent and successful reader.  You’ll learn how to read nonfiction texts effectively so that you can understand and remember the information in them, and you’ll read fiction books to increase your speed and enjoyment of reading.  It is a four-unit class two levels below English 1A, and it’s offered for a letter grade.  If you wish, you may make arrangements with the administration to take the course Pass/No pass.     
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Required Books and Materials
( Making Connections, Intermediate, by McEntire and Williams

( Four fiction books, about 200 pages each      ( A binder
( A flash drive

( A stapler

      ( A package of 3x5” cards
Buy the textbook as soon as you can.  Bring your textbook and your fiction book with you to class every day.  If you are unable to get the textbook right away, you may use the copy on reserve in the library for making copies there.  You may not take it out of the library.
Be sure to show me what you’re reading for fiction so that I know what you’re reading.  If you aren’t sure where to find a good book, I have hundreds of books that students have liked in my office.  If you want to check out a book from me, bring a $5 deposit with you when you come to pick one out.  You’ll get your $5 back when I get my book back.
Class Participation 
Come to class on time and ready to work.  Cell phones and electronic devices must be turned off/muted and put away when class begins.  I do  not allow texting or phoning allowed during class.  If you must be late to class, please enter quietly and take your seat.  


Class Attendance
Progress in reading development success in class are difficult with too many absences.  For this reason, students with more than 5 absences before March 12 will be dropped.   
Classroom Use Policies

It is a campus-wide policy that no food or drink should be consumed in any of the classrooms.  We will observe that policy in our class.  
Special Circumstances
It is your responsibility to let me know ASAP if you have a diagnosed learning disability or any other learning situation that needs to be discussed.

My goal is to help you in any way that I can for you to have a successful semester.
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Visit and use the course Blackboard site often to check grades and announcements:  On the school web page, select Blackboard.  To log in, use your student number for both your ID and your password.  After your first use, you should change your password.  If you forget your password or have trouble getting in, let me know.  I can help you.





Communication:


If you have concerns about anything—homework, your written work, class activities, absences, plagiarism, or anything else related to this class, please come to my office during office hours, email me, or call me—don’t assume anything until you’ve heard it for sure from me:





Office Hours:


Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday


1:00 -2:00;


Friday, 10:00-12:00;


or by appointment





Course Objectives


Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:


Use new techniques to learn the  


meanings of new words and to use those words in writing.


Use prereading and active reading


strategies to improve your reading


      comprehension.


Identify the central point of texts  


that vary in length and type.


Conduct basic research using print and electronic sources.


Accurately summarize what you have read without copying.


Demonstrate more confidence as a reader.








