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Course Description:  This reading course is one level below English 1A.  It provides instruction and practice in which you’ll develop college-level proficiencies in vocabulary usage and reading comprehension: literal, analytical, and critical.  You’ll also develop and improve your various reading and reporting strategies for different styles of academic writing.  It is a four-unit class offered for a letter grade, but if you wish, you may make arrangements with the administration to take the course Pass No-Pass.  
I’ll make the class as interesting as I can by giving you choices about what you read from a variety of sources. You’ll participate in social activities by sharing your thoughts and opinions about what you have read.  Finally, you’ll discover some personal reading techniques that make reading more meaningful to you.
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Required Books and Materials 

( Reading Now, by Amy Olson

( Two approved fiction books

( A package of 3x5 cards

( A binder

( A stapler

We will use the textbook/workbook  nearly every day, beginning  Week 2.  If you can’t get it right away, you may use the copy on reserve in the library to make photocopies of pages there.  After Week 3, you must have your own copy of the book.  
Attendance
You may miss up to four class periods (eight hours) before March 3.  On the next absence before March 3, I will drop you.  After March 3, I will drop you from Blackboard and you will receive an F in the class if it is clear that poor attendance has made it impossible for you to pass.

Decorum 

1.  Please behave like a courteous adult at all times:  no cell phone or ear bud use, no profanity, no excessive talking to your neighbor.

2. Please do not eat or drink in class (exception: bottled water)

3.  Please raise your hand to ask a question or to make a comment.

4.  Never copy work or give your work to others to copy.  You will both 

receive a 0 score on the assignment.

If you have plagiarized writing and I catch you, I will report your cheating to the college’s Early Alert system.
If You Are Absent 

If you are absent when an assignment is due, you may e-mail it to me or turn it in to the box outside my office.  It is due no later than your first day back to class.  If I’ve already graded it and handed it back to students, you may not hand it in.  If you miss receiving a handout because you were absent, you may print it from Blackboard or get it from me at my office.  I generally do not carry copies of old handouts.
If I Am Absent

I will send you an e-mail canceling class as soon as I know that I will not be there.  If class is canceled, you must check Blackboard to see what your assignment for the day is.

Special Circumstances
If you need a learning accommodation per the Americans with Disabilities act or Section 504 of the Rehabilita-tion Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

A Final Note
Strong reading skills are still neces-sary for success in college, and you have some catching up to do.  Most students say that this is not a difficult class is you show up, participate and do your work.  If you find that the work is difficult for you, get a tutor as soon as you think you may need one.     
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Course Outcomes


Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:


Use new techniques to learn the  


  meanings of new college-level   


  words.


Identify the central point various types and lengths of texts.  


Recognize major details in texts.


Distinguish between major and minor supporting details and recognize the logical relationships that exist among them.


Recognize and organize details according to their logical relationships.


Recognize and identify thinking patterns that writers use to organize information.


Distinguish among statements of fact, personal opinion, and reasoned opinion.


Understand and state an author’s intent, tone, attitude, and/or bias in a text and how it relates to the central point.


Make inferences that are logical, 


      reasonable, and probable that are 


      based on accurate understanding 


      of what you’ve read.


Organize and report on a work of fiction.


Understand how to behave in a college class.


Follow acceptable standards for submitting college work.





Communication:





There is a solution for every prob-lem!  If you have questions or concerns about anything—homework, your written work, class activities, absences, plagiarism, or anything else related to this class, please come to my office hours, email me, or call me—don’t assume anything until you’ve heard it for sure from me:





Mrs. Jan Zigler          


Office:  CCI 215


Office Hours:


M W 9-10; F 10-11


or by appointment.





� HYPERLINK "mailto:jan.zigler@reedleycollege.edu" ��jan.zigler@reedleycollege.edu�





638-3641 ext. 3262





�





Don’t just go away!




















III. COURSE OBJECTIVES








	(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)





In the process of completing this course, students will:





A.	recognize and use new vocabulary with the aid of context clues, morphological clues, syntactic information, redundancy, and 	dictionary skills.





B.	comprehend and discuss both literal and implied meanings in material up to twelfth grade level of difficulty.





C.	analyze various writing techniques and their effects on the reading process.





D.	evaluate the credibility of authors' treatments.





E.	relate old knowledge to new.





F.	use study skill techniques of previewing, organizing strategies, synthesizing and summarizing to report on readings.





G.	vary reading strategies and rate according to the needs of the assignment or the level of difficulty of the writing.





H.	discuss the relevance of the readings in terms of personal knowledge gained or attitudinal changes resulting from the 	readings.





I.	apply these skills to short text passages, journal articles, and  to independent reading of two full-length books.
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