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Syllabus – Fall 2013 Linguistics 11 – # 50382
INSTRUCTOR: Jennifer Rios 
COURSE MEETING TIMES AND LOCATION: TuTh 2:00-3:15 pm, AGR 15
TEXTS AND MATERIALS:  The Study of Language (4th ed.), George Yule, Cambridge 

University Press, 2011.  ISBN: 0-521-74922-0 

Bookstore: New $34.15, Used $25.50
Amazon: $27.80 New, Used $15.95+ (as of 7/30/13)

Class lecture notes, and other documents will be posted at www.blackboard.reedleycollege.edu.  Please note the following alternate Blackboard site should you experience problems with the Reedley College website:  http://scccd.blackboard.com. Check Blackboard regularly for class announcements. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Linguistics 10 is designed to provide students with a general introduction to the nature, history, and use of human language. On the surface, language seems very commonplace. Everyone knows at least on language and we use language throughout our daily routine, but what does it mean to know a language? How are languages different from on another? How are they similar to each other? What exactly is language? This course will require you to think about and analyze language very differently than you have done in the past. Topics will include the sounds and patterns of language (phonetics and phonology), word formation (morphology), the structure and rules of a language (syntax), meaning (semantics and pragmatics), how language is used (sociolinguistics), and first and second language acquisition.
SUBJECT PREREQUISITES:  “ C” or better in ENGL 1A or ENGL 1AH
COURSE OUTCOMES:  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

1.  Distinguish between biased and unbiased statements about language use.

2.  Differentiate letters and other symbols from sounds.

3.  Apply principles and procedures of linguistic analysis on spoken and written English in order

     to identify patterns in nonstandard usage.

4.  Apply knowledge of stages in the language acquisition process in order to assess English

     language proficiency of young children and other English language learners.

5.  Differentiate between such dialect differences as spoken vs. written or formal vs. informal in

     order to assess the appropriate use of each.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  In the process of completing this course, students will:

1.  Demonstrate the ability to analyze language data scientifically and objectively.

2.  Prove the systematic nature of language.

3.  Perform phonological analysis on English and other languages.

4.  Perform morphological analysis on English and other languages.

5.  Perform syntactic analysis on English and other languages.

6.  Apply current psycholinguistic theory to language dysfunction, language acquisition, and

     learning.

7.  Explain the nature and importance of bidialectalism.

GRADING:  Final grades will be calculated as follows: 
 90-100%
A

80-   89%
B

70-   79%
C

60-   69%
D

50-   59%
F
	Categories                                                                           
	Weight

	Exams*
	80.%

	Interest Paper
	10 %

	Homework/Participation
	10.%



*Note: lowest Exam score will be dropped. 

EXAMS:  

The date for exams will be announced in advance.  If you are absent on the day of an exam, you will receive a zero score.  You will not be allowed to take the exam on a later day unless you have made arrangements with the instructor before the exam. The final exam will not be cumulative (you will only be tested on new material).
INTEREST PAPER:  For this assignment, you will choose a topic of interest to you concerning language/linguistics in education. Then, you will read 2-3 articles pertaining to your topic, and write a synthesis/summary of them. Your paper should be 1.5 pages long (2 pages max), APA or MLA format, double-spaced. You will also share your findings with your classmates. More information will be provided as the class progresses.
HOMEWORK:  
Your homework assignments will prepare you for exams, so it is important to do them. The homework will be graded based on completeness, not correctness (example: 5 points for each completed problem). The goal is for you to try all the problems, not necessarily get them all correct. After the assignment is turned in, I will post answer keys on Blackboard so you can check your answers.
PARTICIPATION:  
Your active participation in class is important for not only you but also your classmates.  Make it your priority to be in class every day. You are expected to come to class on time with your textbook and completed homework, and actively engage in classroom activities such as group discussions and problem-solving. You will find that your active participation will make the class more interesting and help you in learning the material. If you miss class, you are still responsible for the homework and activities that went on in your absence. Contact a classmate or your teacher for assignments so you can be prepared for the next class.

ATTENDANCE:  
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class, and if you are late you will need to check in with me at the end of the class so I don't mark you absent. Because some of the material presented in the class is not covered in the textbook, you should make every attempt to be present for each class.

HOMEWORK/PARTICIPATION “CUSHION”:   You are allowed to miss up to 3 days of class or 3 homework assignments, or a combination of the two (e.g. 1 day of class, 2 homework assignments) with no penalty. After that, you will lose homework/ participation points. 
LATE WORK:
Your instructor reserves the right not to accept late work.  If late work is accepted, 10% will be deducted from a student’s grade for each day late.  If you have circumstances that prevent you from turning work in on time, consult with your instructor in advance.

MAKE UPS:
Your instructor reserves the right not to give make up exams.  If you have circumstances that prevent you from taking an exam at the scheduled time, consult with your instructor in advance.

EXTRA CREDIT:
Normally extra credit is not offered.  In the event that your instructor should offer extra credit, specific instructions and a due date will be provided along with information on how much credit will be offered.
CANCELLED CLASS:  In the event that class must be canceled unexpectedly, an official

 


yellow form will be placed on the classroom door by the Dean’s Office. 



When you arrive to class, you are responsible to read the notice for any 



special assignments or instructions. If possible, I will also email you about 



the cancelled class.
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:   If you have a verified need for 


an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, 



large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 


or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as 



possible. 
Other Policies: 
· Please do not use cell phones during class time. 

· A student will receive no credit for an assignment if in the opinion of the instructor the individual has cheated or plagiarized.

Final Day to Drop a Class: Friday, Oct. 11. See the first page of the Reedley College Class Schedule for a complete list of drop dates. If you have questions about your grade or your chances of passing the class, don't hesitate to talk to me! 
No Class: Thursday, Nov. 28 (Thanksgiving) 
Final Exam: Thursday, Dec. 12, 2:00-3:50 pm

Classmate Contact Information. Write the Names and Telephone Numbers of 2 Classmates below:

_________________________________________

__________________________

_________________________________________

__________________________
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
(Note: Exam and Interest Paper due dates will be announced in advance.)

Aug. 13-27:


Intro, Chapters 2 & 12

Exam 1

Aug. 29-Sep. 12:

Chapters 3 & 4


Exam 2





Sep. 17-Oct. 1:

Chapters 5 & 6


Exam 3


Oct. 3-22:
 

Chapters 7, 8, 9


Exam 4

Oct. 24-Nov. 7:

Chapters 13, 14


Exam 5 

Nov. 12-21:


Chapters 18, 19, 20


Exam 6 and Interest Paper Due

Nov. 26-Dec. 5:

Chapters 16 & 17


 

Dec. 12 (Thur): 

Exam 7 (Final, covering ch. 16 & 17), 2-3:50 pm
Academic Dishonesty
Students at Reedley College are entitled to the best education that the college can make available to them, and they, their instructors, and their fellow students share the responsibility to ensure that this education is honestly attained. Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors.  Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences.  
Cheating
Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers,

in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage.  Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or failing to disclose research results completely.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.
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