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Successful students understand that reading and writing are the lifeblood of educated people.  Strong reading skills are still necessary for success in college, and you have some catching up to.  I’ll provide you with informa-tion, activities, and experiences to make this possible.  I’ll make it fun when I can.  Students generally say that this class is not difficult as long as you do your work and don’t get behind.  If you find that this class is difficult for you, get a tutor at the Tutorial Center in the library right away.  

Course Description:  This reading course is designed to give you structured practice in developing the reading skills that you need in order to become an independent and successful college reader.  You’ll read nonfiction texts effectively so that you can understand and remember the information in them.  You’ll read fiction books for understanding and remembering, and also to increase your speed and enjoyment of reading.  You’ll improve your vocabulary and word attack skills in order to better understand anything that you read.  It is a four-unit class two levels below English 1A, and it’s offered for a letter grade.  If you wish, you may make arrangements with the administration to take the course Pass/No pass.     

Required Books and Materials

(  Reading Keys, 4th edition, by Laraine Flemming
( A thick pocket dictionary, such as Webster’s or American Heritage, or smart-phone access to dictionary.com. (REQUIRED)       

( A binder  
( A flash drive

( A stapler



Buy the textbook as soon as you can.  Bring your textbook and your lab manual with you to class every day.  
I will be providing you with fiction short stories and books.
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Classroom Behavior
Come to class on time and ready to work.  If you must be late to class, please enter quietly and take your seat.  Cell phones and electronic devices must be turned off/muted and put away when class begins.  I do not allow texting or phoning during class.  If you must take an emergency call, step out briefly to do so.  I expect everyone to use appropriate public behavior at all times in my class.  This means no eating, no grooming and no profanity.    
Class Attendance
Students with more than 10 absences before October 11, the final drop date,  will be dropped.  After that, I cannot drop you even if you want me to.  But if you have a pattern of absences, I’ll drop you from Blackboard and you will receive an F in the class.  
Classroom Use Policies

The college and I do not allow food or drink in any of the classrooms.  The exception is bottled water.

Special Circumstances
It is your responsibility to let me know ASAP if you have a diagnosed learning disability or any other learning situation that needs to be discussed.

I want to help you in any way that I can for you to have a successful semester.
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Visit and use the course Blackboard site often to check grades and announcements:  On the school web page, select Blackboard.  To log in, use your student number for both your ID and your password.  After your first use, you should change your password.  If you forget your password or have trouble getting in, let me know.  I can help you.





Course Objectives





Passing this class means that you can:





Use the dictionary and other tools in order to understand the mean-ings of new words you find in your reading.


Use prereading and active reading


strategies to improve your reading


      comprehension.


Identify the central point of texts  


that vary in length and type.


Conduct basic research using print and electronic sources.


Accurately summarize what you have read without copying.


Use effective study techniques.


Demonstrate more confidence as  a reader.





Communication:


If you have concerns about anything—homework, your written work, class activities, absences, plagiarism, or anything else related to this class, please come to my office during office hours, email me, or call me—don’t assume anything until you’ve heard it for sure from me:





Office Hours:


Tuesday and Thursday


1:00-2:00


Friday 11:00-12:00


or by appointment








