English 1A: College Reading and Composition

Fall 2013
Instructor: Susan McLenithan  
English 1A, CRN: 50634                                                                            
Room:  CCI-202                                                                  Email: susan.mclenithan@reedleycollege.edu  or                                                                                       

            






 susan.mclenithan@gmail.com

Class time:  3:00-4:50 pm                                                                                          
Phone: 808-228-2553                                                                                
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of English 125 and 126 with a “C” or better or an equivalent college course; or eligibility determined by the Reedley College Placement Procedures.

Course Overview
Discovering the writer within is the main objective of this course. Richard Fulkerson writes that “good writing is good thinking.” This course is designed to cultivate critical thinking skills through reading, writing, and analyzing rhetorical compositions at the college level. Emphasis will be placed on exposition: studying writing as a process, exploring different composing structures and strategies, editing and revising, conducting research, and learning to critique peer writing.

Writing is not just a demonstration of one’s ability to write. Writing is a tool, a strategy for generating ideas, for analyzing information, for inventing responses, critiquing your own thoughts, or creating a record of your thinking. In this class writing will serve many purposes. Consequently, you will be asked to write for many different reasons; thus, your writing will not simply be a reflection of your competence, it will be a representation of your engagement in the class. Using research strategies, you will also be expected to incorporate material from outside sources to support your own position in a persuasive argument essay.

Writing and reading are very similar meaning making performances. Class discussions about the reading will enhance your ability to write responses to what you read. From the reading assignments you will learn to model your approach to writing and develop a better understanding about form, rhetorical framework, and the use of evidence in writing. I will expect that when you read an assignment, you will have read the text actively, making notes in the margins and/or highlighting the main points. 

Required Texts 

Rereading America: Cultural Contexts for Critical Thinking 8th edition Ed. Gary Colombo, Robert Cullen, Bonnie Lisle
Diana Hacker’s Pocket Style Manual
They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing 2nd edition by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein
A Spiral Notebook for Homework Assignments and All In-Class Writing
A College Dictionary

Money set aside to copy individual writing projects for work shopping.

Course Content

This course will focus on analyzing texts and visuals from the textbook. The course will be divided into four units. Each of the four units will culminate in a writing project that calls for critical analysis of the readings and pictures from the texts. Each of the first three writing projects will be four to six pages in length with a works cited page. The fourth unit will culminate in a longer writing project of eight to ten pages along with an annotated bibliography. This longer writing assignment will include outside research. The focus for this course will be analysis of the rhetorical framework of both visuals and texts. You will be expected to read between seventy to one hundred pages per week. You will need to complete a triple-entry journal for all reading assignments. So, the homework for this course should run between eight to ten hours per week. Along with the reading assigned you will need to write more than one draft of each essay. You will be expected to participate in a workshop for each essay. Workshops are worth ten percent of your grade for the final project. Also, you will need to contribute to class discussions on blackboard and in the classroom. 
Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Write a documented research paper of at least 1,500 words that includes:

· A sophisticated introduction, multiple body paragraphs, and conclusion
· A clearly defined, arguable thesis sentence

· Supporting details that exhibit critical thinking and use credible secondary sources

· Correct usage of MLA format, including a works cited page

· Sentences that exhibit a command of the complex/compound with minimal comma splices, sentence fuses, fragments, and mechanics

· Controlled and sophisticated word choice

· Writing in third person/universal

· An avoidance of logical fallacies

· Demonstrating an awareness of purpose and audience

· Appropriate and purposeful use of quotations

· Correct in-text citations

· An annotated bibliography of multiple sources

· An avoidance of intentional and unintentional plagiarism

B. Complete a timed essay independently in class
C. Summarize and comprehend college level prose (will include a full reading) 

Course Requirements
Small Groups, Class Discussions, Work shops
Class participation is mandatory and will be a necessary part of your success in this class. Therefore, you will need to come to class prepared with homework done and ideas to share – everyday. Graded class participation will include small group work, small group work shopping, online work shops, and large group discussions. If class participation is a problem for you, please see me and we will discuss strategies that might be helpful for you.

Work shopping is an important component to this class. Work shopping gives you the opportunity to get audience feedback on your writing; workshops are also an opportunity to get ideas for approaching various writing tasks, to understand the range of rhetorical components – besides grammar – that are available for revision, and finally to assess a piece of writing for it’s rhetorical effectiveness. Participating in these workshops will help you to read and revise your own work with more fluency and expertise. Work shops will be 10% of the grade per essay assignment, so if you miss the workshop your grade for the essay will be lowered one full grade. 

Writing Assignments

Writing is not just a demonstration of one’s ability to write. Writing is about thinking on paper. It is about learning something new. It is about expressing important ideas. It is about connecting to an audience. The writing I will ask you to do will emerge from the concepts, processes, and issues that we will read and discuss in this class. All of these writing projects will encourage you to choose topics that are important to you; that connect with issues, ideas, and experiences you are familiar with. This semester you will write four major papers. Each of these papers will involve multiple drafts and writing workshops. I will give you writing prompts at the beginning of each unit so that you have a clear idea about what you are required to do in these papers.   
As we move through the course, each writing project will challenge you to add more knowledge, skills, and practices of writing to what you already know from the assignment before. Class writing assignments and triple-entry journals will be kept in your spiral notebook and I will check your work periodically and give points for the work done. This graded work will constitute your class participation grade. 

Specifications: All writing projects (essays) must be formatted with one-inch margins with a twelve-point font. The length of these writing projects will vary from 4-6 pages to 8-10 pages. All work will be turned in on Blackboard. A Works Cited page is mandatory for all essays and an annotated bibliography will be required for essay four. All writing must adhere to MLA guidelines.  

Reading

Reading and writing go hand in hand. The reading we will do in this class will be necessary for our topics of class discussion, for modeling approaches to writing, and for developing a better understanding about form, rhetorical approach, and the use of evidence in writing. I will expect that when a reading assignment is due that you will have read the text actively; that is, you will have made notes in the margins, will have questions to ask, and will be ready to engage in conversation with others about the reading. You are required to participate every day when readings are assigned. Each week you will be expected to read 70-100 pages. 
Reading Responses: Responses to published texts help you prepare for class participation. Your reading response is meant to get you to think critically about the text and it is to help you to think about how the writing functions in a text. All reading responses need to be kept in your spiral notebook.  At the end of the semester you will receive a grade for in-class work and homework which will be your class participation grade. You will be expected to do a summary, analysis, and DEJ(dialectic entry journal) for every reading assigned (a triple-entry journal). In these responses I will be looking for your ability to make connections between the writing and your experiences, and I will be looking for an analysis of the reading: what is important about this topic? What message does the author attempt to convey? What does this mean for you and your experiences? What other ways are there of understanding this issue? 

Online Discussion Workshops: This response includes participation in whole class workshops online. You will be asked to post a short writing project on Blackboard that stimulates responses from the rest of the class. You should include at least two questions that the text raises in order to stimulate responses. Writing projects are to be posted before class on the day it is due. When the writing projects are posted, each class member will have to respond to three writing projects of their choosing (being sure to read what others have already written so that the workshop is a conversation). These responses should provide feedback to the writer about his or her ideas, show an engagement by the reader in the subject of the writing, and provide concrete suggestions for revision. You will be given further information about this project later in the semester. 

Attendance: 
Attendance is highly important and if you fall behind in the daily assignments you cannot make them up. You will be required to do daily writing assignments in class and points will be given. Homework will consist of triple-entry journals from the assigned reading. Home work assignments can be turned in on Blackboard and the grades will be recorded so that you can maintain a record of your score or participation grade in the class. You will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss the homework assignment. Three essays will be assigned and make up 30% of your grade, with the final fourth essay worth 30% of your grade. One essay can be rewritten if you receive a grade of 70% or below.

Grading and Evaluation
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You must complete all required writing in order to receive credit for the course. Completing all the major essays, short writings, drafts, and peer responses to the best of your ability will help improve your writing—and therefore your final grade. 
Failure to turn in any one of the assigned essays or to complete the Final will mean a failing grade in the class. You must let me know in advance if there is a compelling reason why you cannot turn in your essay the day it is due or it will be graded down one letter grade for everyday it is late.
Please note: If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you are away. It is also your responsibility to make sure that your name appears on the daily attendance sheet each day that you do attend class. The weekly assignments will be posted on Bb.     
Late Assignments: Unless you have made previous arrangements with me, no late assignments will be accepted.      
Accommodation:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Disruptive Behavior: Please turn off cell phones and pagers. Do not use class time to prepare for or complete assignments for your other classes. Do not talk about things irrelevant to the subject matter of this course when you are assigned for group activities in class.  

The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environments that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms that are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live. Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.  

I am in class to teach. You should be in class to learn and contribute in meaningful ways. Coming to class late on a regular basis or leaving early is disrespectful to me and to the rest of the class. If you leave early you will be marked absent for the day. If you come to class late, you will lose points for the day. Any disruptive behavior is unacceptable. Disrespect toward me, or other students will not be tolerated. If your behavior is inappropriate for an academic learning environment, you will be asked to leave the class.
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is, as I imagine you know, the copied or undocumented use of another’s work or ideas. The issue of plagiarism goes deeper than “copying,” though, to an issue of academic honesty. In class, you will be encouraged to discuss your work at great length with others, you will consult models of reading and writing and other student work to help you, you may confer with a tutor or writing center technician, and you will do lots of different activities to guide your learning. But it is NEVER permissible- as Dr Tim Hankins, professor at New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, so concisely says- “to give or receive answers” or ideas or even words “in a way that bypasses the need to think on your own” about your reading or writing. Help from any source must be acknowledged, and there are accepted ways to do this. If in doubt, please ask me. Violation of the letter or intent of this policy will result in serious harm to your learning, to your grade, to your standing in class, and perhaps to your standing at the college. 
Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term ‘cheating’ not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work.

By enrolling in this course, you join a community requiring intellectual integrity. When you write your name on an assignment, you take credit for the work contained, whether that be an entire text or only a sentence. Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty demonstrate a disrespect of the community and will not be tolerated.    

English 1A

Reedley College                 Fall 2013
Please fill out the following information and return to me as soon as possible.

Name:

Email Address:

Phone:

Tell me what you are feeling as you enter into this English class: Are you nervous? Irritated? Hopeful? Let me know a bit about what you are thinking as you begin this course. Also, what experience have you had in previous English classes? Do you have access to a computer, Internet and copier?
One of the ways that I improve my own instruction from semester to semester and one of the ways I believe it is really helpful for subsequent students to learn is to make use of essays written by my past students. These essays provide illustrations, anecdotes, structure models, teaching tools, and so on.  If you would be willing to allow me to use the work you produce during this semester, please sign your name below.

Signature:____________________________________________

All students must sign below to acknowledge that you have received a copy of this course syllabus, the binding document that describes the course objectives and assessment scale, and that you have received the English Department Plagiarism Policy. It would be wise to be sure that you understand and abide by all that is set out therein if you are interested in maximizing your learning in this class.

Signature:_____________________________________________
