
English 1: College Reading and Composition 

Reedley College Fall 2013

Instructor: Emily Vaughn (formerly Tallman)

Email: emily.tallman@yahoo.com

Office Hours:  TBA

Course Description

English 1 emphasizes close reading and writing as processes that result in compositions appropriate for transfer level academic study.

Preparation:  ENGL 251 or equivalent college course with “C” or better, or eligibility determined by COS Placement Procedures, or recommendation of the department.

Course Objectives:

You will be required to…

***read a significant amount, including two full books in addition to other readings. 

***write three extended, analytical essays (5-7 pages each), and one research-based long essay (6-8 pages). 

***incorporate research in essays and use correct MLA documentation.

***use process writing to develop and revise essays.

***use peer collaboration in the development/revision of essays.
Required Materials  (check Amazon.com, Half.com or other websites for cheap books!)

· The Writer’s Way by Jack Rawlins and Stephen Metzger, 7th Edition
· The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon (any cheap paperback 
  edition is fine)

· Life of Pi by Mark Haddon (any cheap paperback edition is fine)
· A college dictionary of your choice
· Notebook/journal for exclusive use in this class

· Folders to hold all work for individual projects

· Writing utensils and notepaper for in-class assignments

· Copies of rough drafts (on workshop dates)
**ebook versions of the required novels are acceptable, but a hardcopy of the textbook is required**

Recommended Materials

· A thesaurus

· MLA Handbook

· A sense of humor and a willingness to work

Course Requirements

Essay 1 Personal Analysis 5 pages



150

Essay 2 Analytical w/sources 5-7 pages
 
  

200


Essay 3 Analytical w/sources 5-7 pages



200

Essay 4 Research 8 pages




250

Journal, reading responses, homework, freewrites, etc

150

Participation, in-class activities




  50__








1000 total points

Absences and Tardies

First day absences are No-Shows and those students are dropped immediately.  

This course is discussion and activity driven. A good deal of time is spent modeling and discussing, demonstrating and explaining.  There are no “excused” absences.  Be sure you can commit to the class schedule before continuing in the class.  If you have more than four absences before the final drop date, you will be dropped from the class.  After the final drop date, your overall grade will be reduced 1 letter grade each additional absence over four.  

Tardies are disruptive and interfere with the learning environment.  If you are late, find your seat as respectfully as possible and catch up as best you can.  If you are repeatedly late, I will treat your behavior as disruptive and proceed accordingly.  If you have a special case, you must report it to me as soon as possible.  Being extremely late (more than 15 minutes) will be treated as an absence.
Class Participation:

Participation is vital in a writing and reading course where shared ideas and questions are an essential part of the learning process.  Participation is defined as reading the assignments before coming to class; working in groups to exchange ideas and opinions; reading and responding to other students’ writing; whole class discussion; and interacting with the instructor and other students.   Access to a computer is a required component of this class.  Occasionally, I will require you to access a course web site, or perform an online assignment. This is required.

Daily Assignments:


Your assignments will take many forms this semester, including summarizing, grammar exercises, reading assignments, reading responses, writing exercises, student skills assignments, revision work and any other form of reading and writing that leads to developing your skills. 

The Essays:

Essays are a major task of this course.  We will be focusing on the process of writing, which includes generation of ideas, brainstorming, writing multiple drafts, revising and editing. Essays must be turned in both as printed hard copies in and as electronic documents Essays not properly formatted or not submitted electronically will be returned unread. All essay drafts are due at the beginning of class on the specified dates.  No late work will be accepted.  Email is not acceptable without the hard copy. 

END OF SEMESTER GRADING SCALE:


Each assignment will have a point value and at the end of the semester these points will be weighed against the percentage each is given for the class.  Here is the percentage of the final grade:


90-100%   =  A


80-89%     =  B


70-79%     =  C


60-69%     =  D


59-below  =   F

Class Format

Any homework assigned is due at the beginning of class, no exceptions.  Do not fall behind—late homework or essays will be accepted for a reduced grade, but quizzes and in-class assignments cannot be made up. Always bring paper, your journal, your reader, and writing utensils to class. Sleeping and/or disruptive behavior will earn you a conference with me, and possibly an absence for the day (or at least no credit for Participation).  When I assign reading homework, you have to read; when essays are assigned, start them right away.  Don’t take this class if you cannot commit to the time in or out of class.
Disruptive Classroom Behavior


The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained.  Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms that are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live.  Student conduct which disrupts the learning process or that is disrespectful will not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class. Do not interrupt your classmates or the teacher. TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES OR DISTRACTING ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  Do not text. If you need to make/answer an important phone call or text, feel free to step out of the classroom so that you do not distract others. Laptops and/or tablets may not be used during class time. 


Academic Honesty and Plagiarism Statement

Cheating is the practice of fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  While such acts typically occur in relation to exams, it is the intent of the definition that cheating not be limited to examination situations only but that it include all actions by a student which are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent and deceptive means. Plagiarism is defined as a specific form of cheating that consists of the misuse of others’ published or unpublished language, ideas, or other original material by misrepresenting the material (i.e. another’s intellectual property) through not acknowledging it correctly--that is, passing it off as if it were one’s own work.  Neither cheating nor plagiarism will be tolerated in this course.

The issue of cheating/plagiarism goes deeper than “copying” to an issue of academic dishonesty. In your English class, you will be encouraged to discuss your work at great length with others, you will consult models of reading and writing and other student work to help you, you may confer with a tutor or a peer, and you will do lots of different activities to guide your learning. But it is NEVER permissible “to give or receive answers” or ideas or even words “in a way that bypasses the need to think on your own” about your reading or writing (Dr. Tim Hankins, New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology). Help from any source must be acknowledged, and there are accepted ways to do this. If in doubt, ask your instructor. Violation of the letter or intent of this policy will result in serious harm to your learning, to your grade, to your standing in class, and perhaps to your standing at the college. Depending upon the severity of the act, cheating or plagiarism will lead to disciplinary and academic sanctions ranging from loss of credit in the class, to placement of a letter in the student's permanent file, or even to expulsion from the college as defined in the Code of Student Conduct. Claimed ignorance of plagiarism policies and regulations is no excuse.

	
	Verified instances of plagiarism occurring during the first nine weeks will result in a W. Instances of plagiarism occurring during the second nine weeks will result in an automatic F for the course. In both cases, the student responsible will be reported to the office of the Vice President for Instruction, the Dean of Humanities, the Chair of the Composition, Literature, and Communication Department, and the Vice President for Student Services. The bottom line is that the college and I take this very seriously and so should you.




Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities who may need accommodations for this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible. You can contact the DRC at: (559) 638-0332.
Contact and Conferences
At different times during the semester, a student may need time with me or I may request a conference with him or her.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are experiencing a problem, have any questions, need help or clarification from me, or have ideas and suggestions for the class.  I am here to help you succeed.

***Course Changes:  This syllabus may change during the course of the semester to better address the class’s needs.  An in-class announcement explaining the new expectations will accompany such changes.
