Writing Skills for College – English 125

Fall 2013 - Section
Instructor: Christian Dike

Time and Location: Monday and Wednesday 12:00pm-1:50pm

Phone:

Email:

Course Description: 

In this course, students will develop the process of writing, revising, and finishing essays, which includes the logical development and organization of ideas. Students will avoid common writing errors, develop their writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies, develop critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas. This course is a companion to ENGL 126 and prepares students for ENGL 1A. Students must successfully complete written course work to receive credit. 

Course Objectives and Student Learning Outcomes:
In the process of completing this course, students will:

1) learn about writing papers which include introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions 

2) learn to write with some sophistication 

3) practice writing thesis statements 

4) practice writing topic sentences 

5) learn about using quotations and in-text citations that support the topic sentences and the thesis 

6) practice developing supporting material that exhibits critical thinking 

7) develop an understanding of what a complete sentence is and practice using a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentence) 

8) learn about common sentence errors, such as fragments, comma splices, sentence fuses 

9) develop their usage of descriptive vocabulary that exhibits growth and sophisticated word choice 

10) learn how to follow MLA guidelines when formatting papers and using quotations and a works cited page 

11) learn about avoiding plagiarism 

12) write papers in which they will use 3rd person point of view and practice addressing a specific audience 

13) practice using all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate 

14) practice writing in-class essays

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1) Write an essay of at least 1,000 words which include an introduction, multiple body paragraphs, and conclusion of some sophistication. This essay will include:

a) a clearly defined thesis statement

b) unified supporting paragraphs, which begin with topic sentences

c) quotations that support the topic sentences and the thesis 

d) supporting material and ideas exhibit critical thinking

e) complete sentences which include a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentence)

f) descriptive vocabulary that exhibits growth and sophisticated word choice

g) avoidance of fragments, comma splices, sentence fuses and other basic skills errors, such as capitalization, spelling, homophone issues, verb tense issues, subject-verb agreement, pronoun agreement, word choice issues, confused syntax, etc.

h) use of MLA guidelines to set up essays, correctly use in-text citations for at least one source, and complete a works cited page

i) writing that is free from plagiarism

j) demonstrated awareness of how to write from the 3rd person point of view for a specific audience

2) Plan and revise independently, employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate.

3) Complete a multi-paragraph in-class essay with a thesis and support.
Required Texts and Materials:
The Student Writer Ninth Edition. Clouse. ISBN: 978-0-07-340590-2
Benito Cereno by Herman Melville

The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway

Access to the internet and a printer: many of our readings will be found online and may need to be printed

At least two different color pens (blue, black, red, green or any combination thereof)

College ruled paper: spiral bound notebooks are acceptable as long as care is taken to remove the frayed and messy edges. I would recommend a binder to save time and effort.

A notebook with sewn spine so pages don’t tear out

A flash drive or memory stick

Class Policies:
This class will involve a great deal of discussion and interaction. We will be examining issues that are controversial and thought provoking. You are expected to join in discussions in a thoughtful and adult manner: personal attacks or mean spirited remarks will result in your being removed from class and being counted as absent. Having an opinion and expressing your opinion can and should be done without ridicule or outside the subject material. You should be on topic at all times during class discussions, group sessions, partner sessions or assignments.


Cell phones should be set to silent, not vibrate and placed out of sight during class time. There are times when using the internet on your phone may be acceptable to further a discussion but should never be used for calls, text messages, games or general web surfing. These requirements also extend to laptops.


Check your email and blackboard regularly; at least once a day. Assignments, announcements and reminders will be sent out via blackboard. There are computers available for use in the open lab. Please visit one of the tech people in the open lab if you are unsure how to set up or use your email or blackboard account.


Do not let technology adversely affect your grade. When typing assignments or papers, be sure to save drafts to the computer, your flash drive and email a copy to yourself (Gmail has virtually unlimited storage, anyone can sign up, and it is completely free). Should the computer melt down, your work will be saved in at least two other places. Finish your assignments in a timely manner. If your printer malfunctions you will have ample time to print somewhere else. With the resources that are readily available, excuses involving breakdowns in technology will not be accepted.


Save everything until the end of the semester. If a grading dispute should arise (I am human and therefore prone to the occasional error), having the copy of your work with the grade on it will allow the problem to be rectified. 

Assignment Policies:
All essays, written responses, homework must be typed and in MLA format. Work requiring multiple pages must be stapled, not paper-clipped or bound in a cover. I do not accept late homework. The class will often have written activities and discussions about the reading in class. If you miss class, you cannot make these in-class assignments up and will lose points. If there are extenuating circumstances, please contact me before the due date and an extension will be considered.
Essays:

Essays will be typed in Times New Roman size 12 font with once inch margins all the way around and double spaced. All essays will be required to go through the entire writing process (pre-writing/generating ideas, multiple drafts, revising, editing, and final copy) to be accepted. You will receive participation or homework points for the assignments associated with the writing process.


From the Reedley College handbook (includes Willow International):

“Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences” (RC Catalog page 44).
Plagiarizing part or all of your paper will result in a zero grade and disciplinary action. Make sure you cite all quotes correctly in MLA format to avoid a plagiarism issues. Papers should only contain approximately five percent quotations: I am looking for your ideas or your interaction with other’s ideas, not a rehashing of already published work.

Weekly Writes:

This is a writing class therefore we will write a great deal. Each week (on Tuesday) I will have a prompt to which you will respond. Response length will vary but will tend to be shorter (150-500 words). We will take these short responses through the entire writing process each week to gain a better understanding of college level writing. The key as always in life, practice, practice, practice.
Reading Responses: 

You will be required to write 300-500 word responses to selected readings from the textbook, stories and novels, or articles printed from blackboard. These responses must be typed (in MLA format) and will be due at the beginning of the class period.

Journals:

You will use your notebook as a place to respond to the reading assignments. They should be used to develop thoughts, questions about the text, and topics for discussion. These will be handwritten and less formal than the reading responses but may be collected at any time and graded for participation points. You should have information written in your journal for every reading assignment throughout the semester.

Quizzes and Participation:

You are required to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned reading, answer questions, work in groups, revise writing and participate in blackboard discussion posts. Unpreparedness will result in loss of participation points. Students may be required to present to the class or pose topics for discussions: shyness, while I sympathize, is not an excuse for not participating. Quizzes will be largely unannounced and can not be made up.

Grading:
Essays: 50%

Research Paper: 10%

Participation: 10%

Journal: 10%

Short Assignments: 10%

Final: 10%

90%-100% = A, 80%-89% = B, 70% - 79% = C, 60% - 69% = D, 59% and below = F
ADA: 
If you have a need for an academic accommodation or alternate materials, I.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc. per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please notify the instructor as soon as possible.
