English 125 ~ College Writing Skills
Section 79722 

June 18 - July 26, 2012 / 11:00AM - 01:50PM

Classroom: MTWTh – CCI207

Instructor Deborah Lyons
Email deborah.lyons@reedleycollege.edu
Office Hours Please contact me to arrange a meeting. I am interested in your success and encourage you to meet with me to discuss any questions you have about the course.
Required Texts

College Culture, Student Success (A Longman’s Topic Reader). Debra J. Anderson.
    
Pearson Longman, 2008.

The Great Grammar Book. Marsha Sramek. Arch Press, 2009.
Course Description

This course will focus on several important areas: developing the process of writing, revising, and finishing papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas; avoiding common writing errors; developing reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; developing critical thinking by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience; and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas. Subject Prerequisites: Completion of English 252 or placement by the college assessment process.

Course Outcomes

1. Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:
1. 
Prewrite constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, and  

ultimately theses and plans.

2. 
Respond to a prompt quickly and independently.

3. 
Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support.

4. 
Write with some sophistication:  introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an essay should have ample substance.

5. 
Plan and revise fairly independently employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate.

6. 
Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with fragments, comma splices, and sentence fuses throughout a piece.

7. 
Construct syntactically correct sentences.

8. 
Use a variety of rhetorics and structures, including documented sources.

9. 
Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document sources.

2. You will demonstrate a command of the course outcomes by writing essays and through your performance on a final grammar exam. Your essays will be written according to the following guidelines. By following these guidelines, you will demonstrate your ability to write well. These guidelines cover several important skills:
1. Your ability to write an introduction.

          
1. thesis

          
2. supportive material

          
3. transition

2. Your ability to write good paragraphs in the body of the essay.

          
1. topic sentence

          
2. context

          
3. direct quotation

          
4. critical thinking

          
5. transition

3. Your ability to write a concluding paragraph.

          
1. restate the thesis

          
2. restate the supportive material

          
3. make a final statement

4. Your ability to cite direct quotations using the MLA methods discussed in class.

5. Your ability to avoid fragments, comma splices, and sentence fuses.

6. Your ability to use basic skills, such as, but not limited to, spelling, word choice, verb tense, subject verb agreement, pronoun agreement, the apostrophe, capitalization, and indicating the titles of works.

7. Your ability to complete a list of works cited using the MLA methods discussed in class.

Assessment

Class Participation


10%

Reading Responses


10%

Group Presentation


10%

Revision Workshops


10%

Essays & Final Exam


60%

Class participation is defined as being actively engaged in the class. This includes arriving on time to class, completing assigned readings and other homework, and actively joining in discussions and other class activities.
Reading Responses are based on daily readings from College Culture, Student Success. Always check the schedule for the assigned reading(s) and read it before class so that you can be prepared to write about it. Missed reading responses or other in-class assignments cannot be made up.
Group Presentation Together with 2-3 other students you will present a grammar concept to the entire class. Your goal is to make a grammar concept clear to your fellow classmates, presenting it in the most interesting way possible. Suggestions include singing a song, playing a game, hosting a debate/talk show, acting it out, writing a poem, etc. Powerpoint presentations are not allowed. You will be graded by your classmates on your clarity, cooperation, content and creativity.  
Revision Workshops For each essay assignment you will bring in a draft to be read by others for their feedback. You must bring four copies of your typed draft on the workshop day to receive credit for this portion of the grade. Part of your grade will also be based on your written feedback to others about their essays.
Essays You will write four essays during this class. Essay 1 is based on your personal experience. Essays 2 and 3 will analyze and compare readings from College Culture, Student Success. Essay 4 will draw on a reading from the textbook but will also require two additional, outside sources. The essays are the majority of your grade. You must turn in an electronic AND a hard copy of every essay to pass.
Final Exam On the last day you will write an essay in class. Please bring a Blue Book. You will be given two prompts to choose from based on the readings from College Culture, Student Success. 
Grading

You will be graded on a point system scale. Grading Scale: 90-100% A, 80-89% B, 70-79% C, 60-69% D, 0-59% F

Standards

Absences If you need to miss a day let me know ahead of time. Two days excused absences may be accepted. More than that and I will consider dropping you from the course. I suggest you pair up with someone else in the class so that they can relay information to you in this instance. You are responsible for finding out what you have missed and turning in assignments on time.
Classroom Conduct Please respect others in the class, and your own opportunity to learn, by coming to class on time, by listening to others and voicing your own ideas courteously and by turning OFF your cellphone. I will ask you to leave should you not respect these rules.
Late Assignments Presentations, reading responses, drafts for revision workshops and other classroom activities cannot be made up or turned in late. Late essays may be turned in up to three days late but will lose 5% for each day (including weekends!). I will not accept any essay after three days. If you are falling behind on any assignment please talk with me before it becomes a problem.  
Plagiarism Don’t do it. Plagiarism is to use others’ words or ideas and present them as your own. If it is discovered that you have plagiarized on an assignment you will receive a zero on that assignment which may result in a failing grade in the class.  In addition to submitting your papers in hardcopy you will upload each essay to Turnitin, a plagiarism checking website.
Students with disabilities If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.
Reminders/Tips for Success:

1. Always be prepared for class. This means read any assigned essays/articles before class, bring required materials and be ready to work and contribute to group projects and class discussions.

2. Be sure to keep all of your work during the semester. Protect yourself by keeping copies of your work, both hard copies and electronic copies.

3. Don’t be afraid to ask questions. If you have questions about an assignment don’t wait until the last minute to get help. You can arrange to meet with me in person or we can discuss it by email. There is also help available on campus in the tutoring center.

Important Dates Summer 2012

	  June 18
	  Mon
	  Summer classes begin.

	  July 4
	  Wed
	  Independence Day observed (campus closed).

	  July 26
	  Thurs
	  End of 6 week session.


NOTE: This syllabus is subject to change at any time during the semester as deemed appropriate by the instructor.

Reading Schedule and Essay Due Dates
	English 125
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	Week 1

June 18-21
	“Only Daughter”

 
	 “And Then I Went
to School” (2)

 
	“Mother Tongue” (8)

 
	 “Bricklayer’s Boy”

(15) &

“The Meaning of Work” (22)

 

	Week 2

June 25-28
	 Revision Workshop
(Bring draft)

 
	Essay 1 Due

“Good and Bad Procrastination” (86)
	“From Single Mother to Successful Student” (91)
	 “ADHD: The Cloud Lifted” (68)

 

	Week 3

July 2-5
	“Saved” (96)
	“Upsilamba!” (144)

 
	No Class

Independence Day
	Revision Workshop

(Bring draft)

 

	Week 4

July 9-12
	Essay 2 Due

“Log on to Learn” (72)
	“Could your Facebook Profile Throw a Wrench in Your Future?” (44)
	“Drinking Deaths Draw Attention to Old Campus Problem” (49)
	“We’re Lying: Safe Sex and White Lies in the Time of AIDS” (52) &
“Earning and Learning” (61)

 

	Week 5

July 16-19
	Revision Workshop

(Bring draft)
	Essay 3 Due

“College Pressures”
	“General Education and a College Degree” (166)

 
	“Ambition” (180)

 

	 Week 6

July 23-26
	“Multiple Intelligences” (103)
	Revision Workshop and Conferences

(Bring draft)
	Revision Workshop and Conferences

(Bring draft)
	Essay 4 Due

Course Wrap Up

Final Exam


