English 3 – Essay and Argument:  Critical Reading and Writing
Deborah Lapp    Sp12
From Where I Stand:  Examining and Articulating a Personal World View
Office CCI – 212   Office hours M 5-6, W 10-1 and by arrangement

Office:  638-3641 ext. 3416     

 deborah.lapp@reedleycollege.edu










January 16 (M) Martin Luther King, Jr. Day observed (no classes held, campus closed)
January 20 (F) Last day to drop a full-term class for a refund for Spring 2012

January 27 (F) Last day to drop a full-term class to avoid a “W” for Spring 2012

February 20 (M) Washington Day observed (no classes held, campus closed)

March 9 (F) Last day to drop a full-term class (letter grades assigned after this date)
April 2-6 (M-Th) Spring Recess (no classes, campus open, classes reconvene April 9)
May 14 (M) final exam

Required:

Disk or mini-hd for saving work




binder or folder for saving work 




Rereading America 8th edition Colombo, Cullen, and Lisle
Recommended:  
Maimon and Peritz  A Writer’s Resource

The goal of this course is to sharpen your critical reading, writing, and thinking skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A.  We will read and write scholarly essays of various styles and purposes for various audiences, focusing on logical reasoning (both inductive and deductive), analysis, argumentation, and negotiation/mediation, and we will discuss them as a class or in groups in our unending search for truth and reason.  Diverse viewpoints are encouraged and respected, especially those which are well-substantiated.  Be prepared to read and write, both in and out of class at a university sophomore level as this class transfers as such. 

As a result of the practice and thinking in this class, you will develop a clearer sense of your own personal viewpoint, and you’ll be better equipped to express your ideas and analyses
Here are your 10 grades and due dates (by week), each worth 100 points (10%):

One grade is a homework grade—usually typed summaries or an outline or AB
Week 1 
Should Student Athletes Be Paid? Hw:  read and summarize articles
Holiday
Hw:  type up summaries of the articles as discussed in class for first grade
Week 3:
Summary portfolio Hw:  read and type summaries of articles in Ch. 1
Week 4:
Ch. 1 Myth of the Model Family; draft of critical analysis Hw: critical anal.
Week 5:
Critical analysis workshop Hw:  type up jigsaw summaries articles in Ch. 2
Week 6 
Critical analysis Ch. 2 Education and Empowerment; draft Toulimin arg.
Holiday
Hw:  type up summaries of the articles in Ch.2; complete Toulmin
Week 8:
Toulmin workshop Hw:  type up jigsaw summaries articles in Ch. 3
Week 9
Toulmin argument Ch. 3 Money and Success Hw: Ch. 3 summaries
Week 10:
Summary Portfolio Hw:  read and type summaries of articles in Ch. 4
Week 11
Ch. 4 The Myth of the Melting Pot; draft crit anal; Hw: Critical analysis
Week 12:
Critical Analysis Hw:  read and type summaries of articles in Ch. 5
Spring Break Hw: record observations related to gender
Week 13
Ch. 5 Myths of Gender; outline; workshop outline Hw: critical analysis
Week 14:
Critical Analysis Hw:  read and type summaries of articles in Ch. 6
Week 15
Ch. 6 Nature and Environment; Rogerian on any topic to date
Week 16:
Draft of Rogerian argument due; penalty for no complete draft
Week 17
Rogerian Synthesis (Compromise) 2 grades
Week 18:
Final: Where You Stand:  Articulate Your Own World View Referring 


to Several of the Works Read in This Course.
All essays will be typed, double-spaced and scholarly in appearance—no folders, please, or fancy fonts.  Present yourself and your work to me as the scholar I expect you to be.  The form of documentation we use, called MLA style, is explained on the Purdue OWL website.  I expect out- of-class essays already printed out at the beginning of the hour they are due, and in-class essays at the end of the class in which they are written. 
Your attendance in class and in conference is mandatory There are only 15 class meetings, so I may drop you after 2 absences.  It is only logical that excessive absence, tardiness, or unpreparedness will adversely affect your grade.  Assignments will be announced in class and posted on BlackBoard.  The reading is due BEFORE the class discussion.  

You are responsible for assignments whether you are in class or not.  You have BlackBoard and your classmates as resources. You know how to get ahold of me.

Here’s a good deal for you: If you receive a D, you MUST come to my office within the week to plan a revision.  You’ll have a week to revise, and you’ll hand in all old drafts, my comment sheet and rubric, with the revision stapled on top.  This involves more work for you, but the reward is a new evaluation and a new grade. If you receive a C or better, you MAY NOT revise your essay (it’s a passing essay; learn from your mistakes and hopefully you’ll get a better grade next time).  You will only receive an F is you do not do the work, do not attend class, or plagiarize.
Grading in this class will be based on the quality of your essays. I will use the department rubric (attached) considering content, organization, use of language, and grammar and mechanics.  Plagiarism (presenting any part of someone else’s work as your own) is against the law and will result in a paper grade of F.  Figuring your grade couldn’t be easier:  The essay grades are of equal weight and are posted on BlackBoard under My Grades.  At any point, you can refer to the total: 90% is an A; 80% is a B; 70%, the lowest passing grade, is a C; 60% is the lowest D.  I may add or substitute other essays or papers as we observe current events and issues which interest YOU.

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

