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Required: 
Fiction by X.J. Kennedy and Dana Gioia



Main Street by Sinclair Lewis



The Awakening by Kate Chopin


A binder for this class only



A spiral notebook for this class only

Recommended:
Your English 1A stylebook




A good college dictionary (or dictionary.com)
The wonderful thing about books is that they allow us to enter imaginatively into someone else’s life.  And when we do that, we learn to sympathize with other people.  But the real surprise is that we also learn truths about ourselves, about our own lives, that somehow we hadn’t been able to see before.






--Katherine Paterson (b. 1932)

The goal of this course is to tap you into the depths of human experience, to reveal the mysteries of the soul, to explore infinite and eternal truths, to empathize with others from different cultures, conditions, and lives; to laugh, to cry, and of course to gain you three transferable honors units. We will read, discuss, and write about literature--an inclusive variety of genres, a multicultural variety of authors, a diverse variety of origins, an eclectic variety of styles.  We will explore various critical responses to the literature. In keeping with the honors theme for the semester, we’ll look at the literature by decades.

It’s MOST IMPORTANT that you resist the temptation to google the pieces we read.  Believe me, I’ve heard what scholars and amateurs HAVE said about these works; but, if we only repeat what others have said, how will new ideas ever emerge?  When you meet someone for the first time, do you ask other people what they think of this person, or do you trust your own wisdom and authentic response?  This class is about your authentic response to literature.  You may have covered some of these works in other courses.  If so, try to see something new in them.

We’ll keep an extensive binder of half-page responses for two grades—one in the 9th week and one at the end of the 16th week.  Besides the grade, which is based on what you have to say and how elegantly you say it, the half-page responses serve several purposes:  to prepare for discussion, to read around for responses, to clarify our thinking, and to prepare for more formal writing.  Your audience is your peers; impress each other with your insight. 

You’ll compose four formal essays (20% each) for evaluation, one of which is your final.  Those, with your response grades (20% together), comprise your grade for the course.  Your essays will be typed, double-spaced, proofread, and thorough in MLA style.  None of the papers require research beyond the literature, so your works cited will be a list of the literary works you have chosen to discuss.  Please don’t think about plagiarizing a paper; it’s against the law and will result in disgrace and a grade of F.  I hope you see that plagiarizing—or even looking up what others have said is counterproductive to this course. If you can’t come to class, call or email to get the assignment, but I promise it won’t be nearly as enriching or fun as covering the reading in class.  I may drop you if you miss more than 4 classes (2 tardies equals an absence—but think about it: the class starts at 8:30.  Think of it as an 8AM class and you’ll always find parking and never be late).

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic tex, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.    

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Demonstrate critical thinking skills and experience with literature through a variety of linked reading, writing, and discussion activities.

B. Demonstrate connections between literary works of the same or different genres.

C. Make connections between the situations of literature and his/her experience.

We can look forward to field trips and some exciting literary events:  several important authors and artists will be in town, so I hope you take advantage of the opportunities.    

Winter reading:  Awakening by Kate Chopin and Main Street by Sinclair Lewis (we’ll talk about that in Week 10).

Five (5) grades (20% each) are in bold.  All page numbers refer to Fiction anthology.
Week 1
1/11
intro syl, posters, glossary check, 
homework: Awakening



Reading inventory, Nobel lecture
begin Main Street




1/13 
p. 711 criticism; “Story of an Hour”
homework:  read  “The 




90s



Storm” 110 and “Paul’s 










Case” 491
Week 2
1/18
intro comparison p. 645

homework: “Open Boat” 185 








OR “Yellow Wallpaper” 436



1/20
 start comparison


homework: “To Build a Fire” 





10s



keep reading Main Street
Week 3
1/25
outline comparison


homework: “Sweat” 529



1/27
develop comparison


homework: develop draft




20s


Week 4
2/1
no class-Lapp at conference

homework: draft, Main St.


2/3
draft day



homework: Complete paper








Main Street
Week 5
2/8
comparison paper due Frost,





 Stevens,Wms,cummings
homework: Main Street








½ page each on two poems





30s
Week 6
2/15
more poetry; intro explication

homework: 2 poems


2/17
Friday holiday



homework: Main Street










work on explication
Week 7
2/22
“Death of a Salesman”

homework: explication



2/24
“Death of a Salesman”

homework: draft explication










Main Street
Week 8
2/29
workshop explication”

homework: complete explic. 



3/2
explication due


homework: finish Main St.
Week 9
3/7
develop thesis for MSt paper

homework: “Crysanth” 



half-page grade #1


(212?) and essay (242?)



3/9 
drop date, discuss “Crysanth”

homework: “Rose for Emily” 



40s



“MissB” (418)
 “Granny” 








(80) OR Welty, OR









Hemingway, OR Lottery
Week 10
3/14
jigsaw stories



homework: read one more



3/16
workshop Main St paper

homework: complete paper

Week 11
3/21
Main Street paper due

homework: complete 


3/23 
50s and 60s-“A&P”


homework: “Swimmer,” 






Vonnegut, Tillie Olsen
3/25 Phil Levine US Poet Laureate (from Fresno!) speaking at Newman Center

Week 12
3/28
Harlem Renaissance Hughes

homework: “Sonny’s Blues” 







and Battle Royale

3/30
Flannery O’Conner


homework: O’Conner
Spring Break

Week 13
4/11
discuss
 Flannery O’Conner

homework: Plath and Sexton


4/13
Plath and Sexton


homework: “Omelas”

Week 14
4/18
Omelas



homework: “Everyday Use” 



4/20
“Everyday Use”
 

homework: Oates



70s

Week 15
4/25
Oates




homework: Shiloh


4/27     Shiloh, 80s--criticism


homework: jigsaw: Tobias 






Wolff, Lorrie Moore, Tan,
Week 16
5/2
jigsaw




homework: TC Boyle, 






Kincaid, Cisneros, Carver

5/4
discuss 80s stories


homework: Lahiri, Alexie, 

half-page grade #2




O’Brien (2of)
Week 17
5/9
80s critical analysis


 homework:  prepare final

5/11
modern poetry



takehome final
Week 18






adapting any critical style (see p. 711 and notes), critically analyze any story from 70s to the present in a well-structured essay. 


homework:  read new work!

Summer reading:  Abraham Verghese:  Cutting for Stone and My Own Country
