English 1B Online, Fall 2012
Course Code: 53141
Instructor: K. Watts
Email: kate.fourchy@reedleycollege.edu 
Office: HUM 52 Phone: 638-3641 x3406

Last day to drop without a W: September 3

Last day to drop without a letter grade: October 12
Welcome to English 1B at Reedley College!

English 1B is a literature survey and composition course that is designed to follow English 1A. Students will be introduced to four major literary genres: short story, novel, poetry, and drama. It is a three unit course, which is fully transferable to University of California and California State University and most other public and private four-year colleges and universities. Students are required to read approximately 50-100 pages per week and to write papers related to the reading assignments. Students will also discuss literature on the Blackboard web site—our electronic forum and virtual classroom. Students should plan to spend 8-10 hours per week on this course, reading, writing and discussing literature for the class. Students need to access the computer each day to read lectures, check the assignment schedule, post on the discussion board, look through and respond to email, or write a paper. Students need to be careful not to get behind—an online class can be deceptive as it might seem like less work, when in fact it requires more effort and engagement in many ways. 

Texts:

Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing, Compact Edition. Kennedy & Gioia. 2012
Handbook Literary Terms Kennedy & Gioia

*It is extremely important that you purchase this specific edition. The ISBN number is 9780205229413. You can order both the major text and the handbook of literary terms by using the ISBN number 0205885829 (this way the handbook is free). If you already have a handbook of literary terms and would like to use it that is fine. The text is not yet in the bookstore, but it should be there shortly. If you choose to order it online, that is fine as well…..however, the edition you use is NOT NEGOTIABLE. I will expect you to have your text by the end of the second week. If you do not have the required materials at that time, I will drop you from the class. 

Emma, Jane Austen (any edition)
Essays on literature topics: Students will write three papers relating to the reading assignments. The papers will vary in length, but the general standard is 3-5 pages. Specific topics will be assigned. The paper will NEVER be a summary of the work assigned, but will reflect the student’s thoughts and analysis of the reading assignment. 100 points each.
Novel Essay: At the end of Emma, students will write a longer (5-7 pg.) paper. This essay will incorporate literary criticism and research and include an annotated bibliography. It is the third unit of the semester. 200 points
Discussion Board: The discussion board is fairly self-explanatory. Click on the discussion tab on the left hand side of the screen; click on the forum. Once you have opened the forum, you will see my posted threads. Click on the thread and post your response. DO NOT initiate your own thread. After my initial questions/assignments (posted every Monday), I expect you to take over. This is the place for you to discuss literature with your classmates. It has the added benefit of time to think before committing to an answer- a real luxury! Your answers need to be fully developed and use academic language. I read over the week’s discussion and then I comment both individually to each student and to the class as a whole through a posted lecture. If I see that student’s posts are underdeveloped, I will assign required word counts for your posts. A well-developed post has on average 100- 250 words. 200 points. 
Participation: Your work on the discussion board replicates the in class work of a face to face class. Each week’s participation is 10 points unless otherwise indicated. If you miss more than two weeks on the discussion board, you will be dropped from the class as this is the equivalent of missing two weeks of a face to face class. 200 points
Attendance: If you miss more than two weeks on the discussion board, you will be dropped from the class.
Grades: 90%=A; 80%=B; 70%=C; 60%=D; 50%=F
All grades are submitted to Blackboard. It is your responsibility to alert me to any errors I might have made in updating your grade book.

Course Policies:  Late papers are not accepted; contact me if you have an extraordinary situation before the due date. Computer problems are the student’s responsibility. If for some reason you cannot access Blackboard to post an assignment, wait a few minutes and try again. If Blackboard is down for a substantial length of time, you may email the assignment to kate.fourchy@reedleycollege.edu. I will record that you submitted the assignment on time; however, I will require you to submit the assignment to Blackboard again as soon as it is available. Discussion board grades are based on my reading of the discussion. There are no wrong answers in this class as long as the discussion is thoughtful and developed. The use of text message language ‘u’ for ‘you’ or lower case i for “I” or any kind of informal language will result in no credit for that posting. As the prerequisite to this class is English 1A, I expect that you will be familiar with MLA formatting. I also expect that you will know how to incorporate quotation and how to identify and use a scholarly source. Essays that use sites like Wikipedia, spark notes or encyclopedias, even if cited correctly and properly punctuated, will receive 0/100 without the option to revise. 
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s words as your own. Some essays will be submitted to Turnitin.com, an anti-plagiarism site. Plagiarism on the discussion board is easily detected and will result in 0/10 points for that week. If plagiarism on the discussion board should occur again, the student will be dropped from the class and reported to the Dean of Students.

Schedule: The schedule is posted according to units. You can find each unit on the task bar. Each unit takes approximately 4 weeks. The schedule might change in order to accommodate what I see going on in the class. I might feel more time needs to be spent on certain concepts and so on. I am a reflexive teacher. This means I adjust the schedule to reflect the needs of the class. You will be alerted to any changes.
Accommodations: Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have. If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.

Blackboard: All courses announcements, the course schedule, assignments and your grades are available on our Blackboard course site.

*The instructor reserves the right to change this material at any time.

