Reedley College—Fall 2012
English 1A: Reading and Composition
INSTRUCTOR: Juan Guzmán


DAY: M /W 
juan.guzman@reedleycollege.edu


ROOM: SOC35/HUM62







TIME: 6PM-7:50PM




COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Our class will consist of reading, analyzing, and composing college-level prose, with emphasis on the expository; studying writing as a process; exploring different composing structures and strategies; editing and revising one’s own writing; conducting research (gathering, organizing, evaluating, integrating, and documenting information) culminating in a term research paper and annotated bibliography with works cited information.  

REQUIRED TEXT(S)/MATERIALS 
Rereading America, 8th edition, Gary Columbo
Rules for Writers, Diana Hacker
Welfare Brat, Mary Childers
The Working Poor: Invisible in America, David Shipler
Spiral bound notebook or other journal
Computer access, ink, paper, supplies 
COURSEWORK

Essays: Using a variety of modes and strategies, you will compose 3-5 essays that will range in page length. Often these essays will be prompted with a question from the instructor; however, you will also be asked to take ownership of your writing and come up with your own topics, on occasion. At any given time, you may be asked to share your writing with your classmates, so do not write on subjects you may be uncomfortable sharing with others. This semester we will be working with a variety of writing patterns and will write full-length essays in narration, argument and research, culminating in a final paper of at least 1,000 words. You will also be asked to write shorter length essays/responses using other modes/patterns.
Research Paper: For your final assignment, you will research an idea and develop an essay that demonstrates basic research strategies, appropriate use of relevant sources, correct MLA format, sound critical thinking, and college level composition skills. Details will follow.
Class Portfolio:  This is an organized collection of all the work you do in class, with a particular emphasis on your composition. It should include original drafts along with the final version and a letter of reflection. We will discuss this in length during week five of our semester together.
Reading/Reflection Journal: We will read a full-length books, two textbook, and a number of student and professional essays/articles. All of the reading you do must be documented (the specifics will be given in class) in the same spiral bound journal. The forms of documentation will vary depending on the assignment. 
Misc. Coursework: Other assignments may include grammar or composition exercises, research, reading and annotating, shorter writing assignments, daily reflections, and brief oral presentations. Deadlines for readings, rough drafts, and similar assignments are also considered coursework so coming to class unprepared will hurt your grade. 

Exams and Quizzes: Our midterm exam will be given in the form of an essay. The final exam will be an in-class essay assignment. During the course of our semester, quizzes can and may be given with or without notice. Reading and staying on top of all assignments will guarantee you will be prepared for anything. 

PLEASE NOTE: Assignments are not optional. Failure to submit an assignment, particularly an essay, may prevent you from passing this course.
CLASS POLICIES

Attendance: Attendance is not only mandatory in this course, it is key to your success in this class—if you come to class, you do work. If you do the work, you pass. It is that easy. You are allowed two unexcused, no-questions-asked absences. Anything beyond that will begin to affect your grade. If you must be absent for any reason, please contact me by email or in person and let me know in advance. As a community or peer writers, we rely on each other to grow and learn and it is difficult to do that when we are absent and not contributing. Remember, you are responsible for anything presented, submitted, assigned, or distributed when you are not in class. Missed quizzes due to absences can not be made up. 
Common Courtesy/Common Sense: You are expected to come to class prepared and on time and to participate actively by taking notes, asking questions and remaining focused on the materials and the class. Please do not distract the class with extraneous conversation or interruptions. Do not use your cell phone to talk or text during class and please turn off your ringers. No iPod, MP3 players or tablets are allowed, unless they are used explicitly for class purposes. 
Late Work: Assignments are due at the beginning of class, unless otherwise noted. Any work submitted after the specified deadline/time will be considered late and marked down. Work that is hastily done, incomplete, or lacking proper formatting will be marked down or returned without a grade. Coursework submitted two sessions after the specified due date will receive no more than half credit and assignments will not be accepted one week from the due date. Late work cannot be revised for a higher grade. Remember, an absence does not excuse you from a deadline. 
Submission Formats:  All assignments must be submitted in word processed MLA format unless otherwise stated. Please notify me if you have difficulty accessing a computer, or need a basic review of word processing/computer basics. Assignments must be submitted in person, unless the instructor asks for it by email. In that case, the assignment must be sent as an attachment in .rtf or .doc format only. To be safe, you should also include the text in the body of the email. 

Respect and Understanding: This course is geared toward adult students. During the semester, especially through engaging with our novel Passing, we will discuss themes of identity including race, racism, sexuality and more. You may be exposed to adult language, sensitive topics, and graphic images and themes, including topics that are unconventional or controversial. Some of the discussions we have as individuals or as a class may come from very personal and emotional places. It is my policy that all students must be respectful of one another. We have much to learn from one another and I will not tolerate any form of bullying or mean-spirited behavior in the process. My classroom is always open to an exchange of dialogue—from all sides—but if I hear comments coming through in a malicious way, I will ask you to leave my class. Remember, all good reading and most good writing comes from controversial, emotionally charged subjects. Keeping this in mind, our class discussions will remain composed and collegiate. Personal attacks, judgmental remarks aimed at specific groups or individuals, and/or discriminatory statements are not only inappropriate, they will not be tolerated. Any attitude or behavior contrary to this policy will be handled at my discretion. 
GRADING AND ASSESSMENT

Assessment of Student Work: Together, using the student learning outcomes provided by Reedley College and our own understanding of each assignment, we will create rubrics with which we will analyze, discuss, and score our formal essays. Only formal assignments will receive letter grades. All other assignments will be assessed on their own merits. Not only will you be responsible for assessing your own work, you will also be responsible for assessing the work of your peers in our in-class writing workshops. 

APPROXIMATE SEMESTER 

GRADE BREAKDOWN:

Compositions:
50%

Research Paper:
15%

Exams and Quizzes:
15%

Misc. Coursework:
10%

Attendance/Participation:
10%

REVISION GUIDELINES

Rewrite Guidelines: You have the option of rewriting (multiple times, if need be) any or all of your essays to achieve your desired grade, provided that the following requirements are met: 1) we discuss the paper and ideas for revision before you begin your rewrite. This discussion or conference must take place as soon as possible after receiving your grade. 2) Your rewrite is submitted within one week of receiving the original grade. 3) Your rewrite shows substantive revision and not just editing. 4) Your original essay was submitted on time. Late essays are not eligible for revision. 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism Statement

Cheating is the practice of fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  While such acts typically occur in relation to exams, it is the intent of the definition that cheating not be limited to examination situations only but that it include all actions by a student which are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent and deceptive means. Plagiarism is defined as a specific form of cheating that consists of the misuse of others’ published or unpublished language, ideas, or other original material by misrepresenting the material (i.e. another’s intellectual property) through not acknowledging it correctly--that is, passing it off as if it were one’s own work.  Neither cheating nor plagiarism will be tolerated in this course.

The issue of cheating/plagiarism goes deeper than “copying” to an issue of academic dishonesty. In your English class, you will be encouraged to discuss your work at great length with others, you will consult models of reading and writing and other student work to help you, you may confer with a tutor or a peer, and you will do lots of different activities to guide your learning. But it is NEVER permissible “to give or receive answers” or ideas or even words “in a way that bypasses the need to think on your own” about your reading or writing (Dr. Tim Hankins, New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology). Help from any source must be acknowledged, and there are accepted ways to do this. If in doubt, ask your instructor. Violation of the letter or intent of this policy will result in serious harm to your learning, to your grade, to your standing in class, and perhaps to your standing at the college. Depending upon the severity of the act, cheating or plagiarism will lead to disciplinary and academic sanctions ranging from loss of credit in the class, to placement of a letter in the student's permanent file, or even to expulsion from the college as defined in the Code of Student Conduct. Claimed ignorance of plagiarism policies and regulations is no excuse.
Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities who may need accommodations for this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible.

Changes to the Syllabus 

As instructor, I reserve the right to make changes to this Syllabus as needed, throughout the semester.
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NOTES:
IMPORTANT DATES:
Letter grades, points and percentages serve as a guide in assessing your skills and status in the course. To pass this course, however, you must clearly demonstrate that you have met the minimum objectives of this course. Please refer to the Student Learning Outcomes. Copies of the current course outline are available in the Division Office. If you have any questions, speak with me. 








