ENGLISH 125—COLLEGE WRITING SKILLS (#53136)
Reedley College, MW 3:00PM-4:50, CCI 202 
Instructor: Juan Guzmán Email: juan.guzman@reedleycollege.edu
In this course, students will develop the process of writing, revising, and finishing essays, which includes the logical development and organization of ideas.  Students will avoid common writing errors, develop their writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies, develop critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas. Students must successfully complete written course work to receive credit. This class will be focused in large part on what the rhetorician Kenneth Burke calls “putting in your oar.” We will discuss this further in the semester, but ultimately Burke believes all academic writing can be read as a series of conversations. Once we’ve got a sense of writing as conversation, we’ll learn to use that understanding to help us enter these conversations.
Required Texts and Materials
Childers, Mary. Welfare Brat: A Memoir
Flachmann, Kim.  Mosaics: Reading and Writing Essays.  5th Edition.  

Graff, Gerald. They Say, I Say. 2nd Edition.

One additional full-length text, to be chosen later

**A NOTE ABOUT ORDERING BOOKS ONLINE: I understand the allure of ordering a book online for 99 cents, however, in most of those cases, the shipping is very slow and can take up to a month to reach you. These books are considered textbooks and are all necessary for your success in this class. Please, when ordering, either pay for expedited shipping (3-5 days is fine) or be prepared to pay bookstore prices on campus or at a nearby bookstore. 
Supplies Needed for Every Class: 

·  flash drive

·  different colored highlighters

·  plenty of paper 

· pencils and ink pens

· spiral-bound notebook

· one (size 8 ½ x 11) blue book for the final.

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
A. Write an essay of at least 750 words which includes an introduction, multiple body paragraphs, and conclusion of some sophistication.  This essay will include:  

1. clearly defined thesis statement

2. unified supporting paragraphs, which begin with topic sentences

3. quotations that support the topic sentences and the thesis  

4. supporting material that exhibits critical thinking 

5. complete sentences which include a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentence)

6. will avoid fragments, comma splices, sentence fuses and other basic skills errors, such as capitalization, spelling, homophone issues, verb tense issues, subject-verb agreement, pronoun agreement, word choice issues, confused syntax, etc 

7. descriptive vocabulary that exhibits growth and sophisticated word choice

8. use the MLA guidelines to setup essays, correctly use in-text citations for at least one source, and complete a works cited page

9. writing that is free from plagiarism

10. will demonstrate awareness of how to write from the 3rd person point of view for a specific audience

B. Plan and revise independently, employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate.

C. Complete a passing multi-paragraph in-class essay with a thesis and support.

Attendance Policies
Important skills are learned in every class meeting, especially since we only see each other twice a week—when you are absent, you miss a lot!  Please be aware that more than 4 absences for whatever reason will result in a drop from this class (e.g. 5 absences=drop).  It is your responsibility to get assignments and handouts and to make sure that they are turned in if you are absent.  I suggest that you find a reliable person in class to turn in papers for you, get homework assignments, and pick up work for you should you need to be absent from a class.  For your courtesy, I’ve provided a space in this syllabus for contact information.
Peer__________________________________________________________________
Email____________________________________ Cell__________________________

Tardies and early departures are disruptive and will not be tolerated; two tardies or early departures of more than 10 minutes will result in one absence. If you arrive late, it is your responsibility to check in with me at the end of class, or your absence will remain on your record.  Should you need to be tardy more than 10 minutes of any class or need to leave more than 10 minutes early, I will count that as an absence. Should you discover that you are unable to regularly attend class for whatever reason, it is imperative that you discuss this with me as soon as possible.  Telling the instructor of work schedule changes, illness, family emergencies, etc. after missing several days or weeks is unacceptable.

Coursework
Writing Assignments:  Writing is not just a demonstration of one’s ability to write. Writing is about thinking on paper. It is about learning something new. It is about expressing important ideas. It is about connecting to an audience. The writing I will ask you to do will emerge from the concepts, processes, and issues that we will read and discuss in this class. All of these writing projects will encourage you to choose topics that are important to you, that connect with issues, ideas and experiences that you are familiar with. There will be four writing projects that you will do in this course. As we move through the course, each writing project will challenge you to add more knowledge, skills, and practices of writing to what you already know from the assignment before. 

MLA Format:  All writing projects must be formatted with one-inch margins with a twelve-point, Times New Roman font. The length of these writing projects will vary from 2 pages to 7 pages. You will need to bring three copies of your writing project and an author’s note or process memo each time we do workshopping.  
Reading:  Reading and writing go hand in hand. The reading we will do in this class will be necessary for our topics of class discussion, for modeling approaches to writing, and for developing a better understanding about form, rhetorical approach, and the use of evidence in writing. There will be roughly 20-30 pages of reading each week. I will expect that when a reading assignment is due that you will have read the text actively; that is, you will have made notes in the margins, will have questions to ask, and will be ready to engage in conversation with others about the reading. You are required to participate every day when readings are assigned. In addition, there are a couple types of reading responses that will be done periodically during the course.

Summary, Response, and Analysis (SRA): SRAs to published texts help you prepare for class participation. Your SRA is meant to get you to think critically about the text and it is to help you to think about how the writing functions in a text. All reading responses need to be at least two full pages, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1-inch margins. In these responses I will be looking for your ability to make connections between the writing and class discussion of concepts, and I will be looking for an analysis of the reading: what is important about this topic? How is the writer creating meaning for their purposes?  How does the structure complicate the meaning? 

Small Group, Class Discussions, Workshops, and Conferences:

Class participation is mandatory and will be a necessary part of your success in this class. Therefore, you will need to come to class prepared with homework done and ideas to share – everyday. Graded class participation will include small group work, small group workshopping, online workshops, and large group discussions. If class participation is a problem for you, please see me and we will discuss strategies that might be helpful for you.

Workshopping is an important component to this class. Workshopping gives you the opportunity to get audience feedback on your writing; workshops are also an opportunity to get ideas for approaching various writing tasks, to understand the range of rhetorical components – besides grammar – that are available for revision, and finally to assess a piece of writing for it’s rhetorical effectiveness. Participating in these workshops will help you to read and revise your own work with more fluency and expertise. 

Finally, every student will need to meet with me in conference.  Make an individual appointment. You are always welcome – and encouraged – to make conferences with me as well at any time.

Essays—3-5 per Semester
For each essay assignment, you are required to submit outlines and several drafts before the final draft is due.  To receive full credit for your work, your drafts need to be on time and of substantial length – as close to the same page requirement as the final draft assignment.  If you are absent for whatever reason on the day a final draft is due, it is your responsibility to turn in the work on time.  You will need to submit the paper to me, in class, by email, or in my mailbox before class begins to receive full credit for the assignment. 

Any essays written during the semester will only be accepted up to one week after the deadline for any credit.  For each class meeting that you submit the essays late, a full letter grade will be deducted from the overall grade.  If you turn in a paper late, you will not have an opportunity to rewrite the paper.  

GRADING AND ASSESSMENT

Assessment of Student Work: Together, using the student learning outcomes provided by Reedley College and our own understanding of each assignment, we will create rubrics with which we will analyze, discuss, and score our formal essays. Only formal assignments will receive letter grades. All other assignments will be assessed on their own merits. Not only will you be responsible for assessing your own work, you will also be responsible for assessing the work of your peers in our in-class writing workshops. 

APPROXIMATE SEMESTER 

GRADE BREAKDOWN:

Compositions:
50%

Research Paper:
15%

Exams and Quizzes:15%

Misc. Coursework:10%

Attendance/Participation:10%

REVISION GUIDELINES

Rewrite Guidelines: You have the option of rewriting (multiple times, if need be) any or all of your essays to achieve your desired grade, provided that the following requirements are met: 1) we discuss the paper and ideas for revision before you begin your rewrite. This discussion or conference must take place as soon as possible after receiving your grade. 2) Your rewrite is submitted within one week of receiving the original grade. 3) Your rewrite shows substantive revision and not just editing. 4) Your original essay was submitted on time. Late essays are not eligible for revision.
Be responsible members of this community

Over the course of the semester we will engage in a number of texts including essays and articles. These essays/articles will serve as various “conversations” we can expect to have in class this semester. The conversation we’ll focus on this semester surround social and class structures—essentially, the rich and the poor—including issues of identity and race, gender roles, family/culture issues and the ways in which our culture comes to define us, just to name a few. All students are expected to participate in these discussions (including reading out loud) and so I ask you to come to class with an open mind and with a respectful attitude. Some of us in this course may be second-language learners and/or new to the English language. Others may be very shy and/or nervous to participate in class. Be advised, I do not tolerate any type of bullying or insensitive behavior. If I believe you are being mean-spirited in this class I will ask you to leave. Additionally, some of the topics we will read and discuss may be more explicit than the type of materials you are used to reading in class. Our discussions may include experiences that portray views other than your own; every voice in this class will be heard and treated with respect. This class was created with the idea that we are all mature adults, here to focus and learn in an environment that allows for a free and open exchange of ideas. Please honor that. 

Students with Disabilities

Reedley College makes reasonable accommodation for persons with documented disabilities.  If you have a disability or medical condition that requires accommodation, please notify me within the first two weeks of classes so arrangements can be made.  If you have a disability or believe you have one that requires accommodation, please contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) for additional information as soon as possible.  Information regarding your temporary or permanent disability will remain confidential. 

Cheating and Plagiarism: Academic Honesty and Plagiarism Policy

English Department Policy:

Plagiarism is the copied or undocumented use of another’s work or ideas.  The issue of plagiarism goes deeper than “copying,” though, to an issue of academic honesty.  In your English class, you will be encouraged to discuss your work at great length with others, you will consult models of reading and writing and other student work to help you, you may confer with a tutor or writing center technician, and you will do lots of different activities to guide your learning.  But it is NEVER permissible—as Dr. Tim Hankins, professor at New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, so concisely says—“to give or receive answers” or ideas or even words “in a way that bypasses the need to think on your own” about your reading or writing.  Help from any source must be acknowledged, and there are accepted ways to do this.  If in doubt, please ask your instructor.  Violation of the letter or intent of this policy will result in serious harm to your learning, to your grade, to your standing in class, and perhaps to your standing at the college. If the student fails to acknowledge verbatim passages or any material presented as one’s own, then the student will fail the course and receive a letter of reprimand from the Dean of Student Services.  The student’s plagiarized work will go on file in the division office.  Any subsequent offense will result in a second referral to the Dean of Student Services for disciplinary action.

COURSE CALENDAR TO FOLLOW
