             
English 125 Basic College Writing~Fall 2012
Sections 52619 and 52322
M, T, W, Th 8:00-9:40 a.m.
CCI 207

Instructor: Mrs. K. Watts
Office: HUM 52






Office Hours:  Writing Center Tues & Wed 11-12, Hum 52 Friday 11-1
Office Phone: 638-3641 ext 3406

Email: kate.fourchy@reedleycollege.edu
Course Description:
This course emphasizes the development of writing skills in sentence structure and punctuation; paragraph development; the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers; avoiding common writing errors; and the logical development of ideas. We will examine ideas through reading and discussions and then learn how to represent these ideas in our own writing. Writing well is dependent on your engagement with ideas as much or more than mechanics. Writing well also takes time, effort and hard work. Writing is hard for everyone, whether you are the editor of The New York Times or a student in English 125 at Reedley College. What I hope you learn this semester, aside from the course requirements, is that the ideas you get from reading and writing can benefit your life in ways you have not previously considered.
Course Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Prewrite constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, ultimately a thesis.

2. Respond to a prompt quickly and independently.

3. Write a developed in class essay with a clear thesis and support.

4. Write with some sophistication: introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an essay should have ample substance.

5. Plan and revise independently employing all stages of the writing process.

6. Recognize and avoid common errors such as comma splices and run on sentences.

7. Use MLA format.

Required Texts and Materials:
From Inquiry to Academic Writing Green and Lidinsky 2nd Edition
Pocket Style Manual 6th Edition Hacker

Four Blue Books (you can purchase these at the time of the assignment)
Flash Drive 
Binder

*Each student is required to have his or her own textbook. All students are required to write directly in their textbooks. If you have not obtained these materials by Thursday, August 16, you will be dropped from the class.
Required Course Work:

Class Participation



Required
Quizzes




10%

Homework, Discussion Boards, Etc.

15%
Essays





65%

Final





10%
Class participation is defined as being engaged in the class; arriving on time; completing the assigned reading or other homework; joining in discussion. You will frequently be tested on the assigned reading-with or without warning. There will be no makeups of any kind for missed quizzes. There is minimal extra credit and no negotiated “Hail Mary” extra credit at the end of the semester.
Grading:
You will be graded on a point system scale. Grading Scale: 90-100% A, 80-89% B, 70-79% C, 60-69% D, 0-59% F
Paper Policy:

1. If your essay is late, you will be docked one letter grade for every day your essay is late and you will lose the privilege of revision. This includes weekends. After the third day, I will no longer accept the essay. I do not accept essays via email. 
2. All essays must be in MLA format. We will go over this extensively in class before your first essay is due.

3. Failure to turn in the first essay will result in being dropped from the class. It is not possible to pass this class unless all essays are completed.
Class Philosophy: 
This is not a lecture class. This is a learner centered class that relies on student engagement. There are no wrong answers in this classroom. As long as you are thoughtful that is all that matters. I encourage lively discussion, but I discourage rudeness, and in fact, I will ask you to leave the classroom and perhaps the class altogether if you are rude to your fellow students. I have high standards and high expectations for your performance in this class. This is a good thing-you are headed into the real world.
If something serious happens in your life that affects your work in this class or if you are having trouble in the class don’t wait. Talk to the instructor. There are things that can be done to help you be more successful in the class or help you through a difficult time.

E-mail:
 E-mail communication with the instructor is useful and appropriate for the occasional exchange of brief, objective information. It is not a substitute for attending class or the instructor’s office hours. It is not a form for teaching or learning. Unless you have the instructor’s approval IN ADVANCE, do not submit any course work by e-mail. When you email the instructor, make sure to put your name and section number in the subject line. Make sure to use complete sentences and absolutely NO TEXT MESSAGE language in the body of the e-mail. 
Cell Phone Policy: 
Off, not silent, not vibrate. If you have to text, you may be asked to leave and not receive credit for the day. 
Attendance:

Roll is taken every day within the first five minutes of class. Students who miss more than two classes will be dropped from the class. If you miss a class during the first week of the semester you will be dropped. 
Accommodations:

Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have. If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs. We have an excellent learning resource program here that you can access for a variety of different needs. 
Plagiarism:

 Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s words as your own. Some essays may be submitted to turnitin.com, an anti-plagiarism site. I will also spot check papers on the site. Any student who plagiarizes in any way no matter how small on an essay will automatically fail the course and be reported to the Dean of Students. If you should plagiarize on an assignment, you will receive an F for that assignment. If you should plagiarize on another assignment, you will be dropped from the class and reported to the Dean of Students
Blackboard:
All course announcements, the course schedule, assignments and your grades are available on our Blackboard course site Your student ID number is your user name and password until you change your password on your own. It is your responsibility to alert me if you see any problems with your grade.
Final: 
The final examination will be cumulative. All students must take the final examination to receive credit in the course. Final examinations will be administered only according to the “Fall 2012 Final Exam Schedule,” found on page 208 of the Reedley College Fall 2012 Class Schedule. The time and date of final examinations will not be changed to accommodate holiday or travel arrangements or employments schedules. Following are the scheduled dates and times of examinations of this instructor’s sections of English 125 this semester:
M-TH 8:00 a.m. sections, August 13-October 11 (schedule nos.  52619 and 52322): October 11, 2012 8:00 a.m.- 9:40 a.m. 
