REEDLEY COLLEGE 
SPANISH 1 - BEGIN SPANISH (4 UNITS) – SECTION 54057
COURSE SYLLABUS FOR SPRING 2011
	Class
	Sec
	Hour
	Days
	Room
	Profesora

	Spanish 1
	54057
	6:00pm-8:15pm
	MW
	SS 39
	Julia Retamoza-Vásquez


Email: julia.retamoza@reedleycollege.edu





Available upon request.
Course Description (Catalog): Beginning course in conversational and written Spanish for non-native speakers; intended for students without previous exposure to Spanish.  Introduction to pronunciation, vocabulary, idioms, grammar, basic composition, and exploration of the cultures of Spain and Latin American and the Hispanic cultures of the U.S. 
Course Outcomes:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Engages in conversation, applying “survival skill” Spanish outside of the classroom in a variety of contexts within the limits of personal language experience.  These contexts include people; describing oneself; talking about family, friends, pastimes and habits; and making plans.

B. Choose, evaluate and apply the correct usage of basic grammatical structures to express ideas, describe present events, ask simple questions, and respond, both orally and writing, to simple questions.

C. Read and understand specific pieces of information from authentic, graphically-represented text such as ads, short magazine or newspaper articles, and short stories.

D. Meet and get to know native speakers of Spanish through face-to-face contact, personal correspondence, the Internet, or travel.

E. Have a greater understanding and appreciation of the diversity of Hispanic cultures and the products of these cultures.

Course Objectives: In the process of completing this course, students will:

A. Understand and interact in simple spoken Spanish within the range of vocabulary topics and structures covered in this course.

B. Vocabulary and grammar structures in order to communicate ideas both vocabulary and in writing, in the present tense.

C. Understand basic written texts using contextual clues, vocabulary recognition, grammar knowledge, cognates and inferences.

D. Review, recall and use previously learned vocabulary and grammatical structures while continuing to augment and expand this base of knowledge.

E. Compare and contrast the target language and culture with the language and culture of the U.S.

F. Demonstrate a low beginner level of proficiency in the five skills as mandated by the competency guidelines of the American Council on the Teaching of  Foreign Languages (ACTFL): listening comprehension, speaking, reading, writing and an understanding of the people and cultures of Spanish-speaking countries.

Spanish 1 – Low Beginning Spanish: Description and Content:

This first level language course is designed to introduce you to the Spanish language and to the richness and diversity of Hispanic cultures.  You will begin developing abilities in the following four skill areas: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  The overall course objective is for beginning students to acquire minimal conversational ability and to understand basic standard spoken and written Spanish within the scope of the acquired vocabulary and grammar structures.  This course helps the students develop basic “survival skills” in the language in preparation for Spanish 2 – High Beginning Spanish.  Content covers lessons 1-6 of the ¡Adelante! textbook. 

Required Text and Materials:

Complete ¡ADELANTE! UNO package.
· Spanish-English dictionary. 

· Additional handouts from instructor.

· Please purchase a three-ring binder for notes, writing homework assignments, and keeping handouts.  Also purchase a stapler and red pens.

Library/Internet Use: Library and/or the Internet may be required for some assignments

Class Procedures: Se habla español.
Spanish is the language of communication in this class and I expect you to make every effort to use Spanish and avoid English.  Socializing in English during class hours is nor permitted.  Don’t worry if you don’t understand everything I say.  Learning a new language requires opening your mouth and taking risks.  We are all here to support you and each other in this new endeavor. 

Pair and Group Work

The communicative methodology used in this class requires a great deal of interaction between students.  Be prepared to work in pairs and in small groups and to change partners, groups, and seating frequently.  Groups may be assigned by the instructor.  Partners who speak English will be separated.

Extra Help:

I am here to help you learn Spanish and to achieve your academic goals.  If you have concerns about the class or your progress talk to me as soon as possible.  Be proactive and seek help before you feel overwhelmed. 

EVALUATION
Chapter Exams: Spanish 1 covers Chapter 1 to Chapter 6.  There will be a total of FIVE chapter exams.  See the tentative class schedule for exam dates and material to be covered.  The final exam is not comprehensive; it will cover chapter 6.  Please note that make-up exams will be only given with an instructor's excuse.

Preparation and Homework:  In order to reinforce classroom learning, it is necessary to study the lesson and do the assigned exercises before class.  Late assignments are not accepted.  You are expected to dedicate two hours of preparation for every hour of class time and to come to class day prepared i.e with completed homework and all books and materials.  Don’t get behind.  Learning a language is the result of cumulative efforts.  Trying to “cram” this week to make up for what you didn’t do last week is not an effective way of learning a language and will make your future progress difficult.  
Workbook (Contextos & Panorama) MANDATORY: You are expected to turn in all the pages from the

chapters covered in
each exam on the scheduled exam date.

Video Manual (Fotonovela & Panorama Cultural) MANDATORY: You are expected to listen to the audio program and complete the material in the Video Manual.  You must turn in all the pages on the scheduled exam date. 

Note:  All workbook and video manual exercises should be self-corrected in a red color ink.  

Attendance: Mandatory.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class.  Attendance is essential to learning a foreign language.  You will be allowed to three absences (excused or unexcused).  

Participation: Active participation is crucial in learning to speak a foreign language. Participation is determined by active, on task participation in group activities, arriving in class with homework prepared, volunteering and being prepared when called on. 

Comportment: 

· No food, drinks or cell phones allowed in class! 

· Inappropriate use of English during class is cause for dismissal from class.

· Class time is for Spanish practice and you are not to work on other materials or on Spanish homework during class time.  If you are not sufficiently challenged in this class please switch to Spanish 2.

· Courtesy and consideration of fellow classmates and instructor are to be observed.  

· Cheating and disruptive behavior are intolerable in an academic environment and may result in an automatic F and/or dismissal from class.  Copying someone else’s homework or having someone do you assignments for you is cheating.  

Grading:

Your final grade will be a reflection of your daily preparation, daily class participation, performance on tests, quizzes and oral assessments, and the final exam.  There will be a test and the end of each lesson, approximately every two to three weeks.  There are no makeup tests or quizzes.  If you miss a test, the resulting grade of 0.  Test dates will always be announced in advance, but quizzes and oral assessments may no be.  Be prepared!  The final exam is mandatory unless the student has been excused by the instructor.

· If you arrive late while a quiz is already in progress you will not be allowed to enter the classroom until students are through taking the quiz.  You will receive a 0 for this quiz.

· On a test day, if you arrive after the listening comprehensive portion is in progress you will not be allowed to enter the classroom until students have completed this portion of the test.  You may enter once this portion is finished.  Be on time.

Your semester grade will be based on the following Grading Policy:
	50%
	Five Chapter Tests

	10%
	Homework (handouts, workbook & video manual)

	10%
	¡ADELANTE! uno SUPERSITE

	8%
	Quizzes/Oral Assessments

	5%
	Daily Attendance

	5%
	Daily Participation

	12%
	Final Exam (Chapter 6)

	Grading Scale:
	A = 100-90%
	B = 89-80%
	C = 79-70%
	D= 69-60%
	F = 59  and below


NOTE: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans With Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation act please contact your instructor as soon as possible.
Drop from class: Students are expected to be responsible and follow the formal procedure at the Admissions and Records office.  
¡ADELANTE! uno SUPERSITE PASSCODE:  is free with the purchase of a new textbook.  

Important Dates:

February 11 (T)
Last day to change a spring class to/from a Pass/No-Pass grading basis

January 17 (M)
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day observed (no classes held, campus closed)

January 28 (F)
Last day to drop a fall full-term class to avoid a “W” for Spring 2011

February 18 (F)
Lincoln Day (no classes held, campus closed)

February 21 (M)
Washington Day observed (no classes held, campus closed)

March 11 (F)

Last day to drop a full-term class (letter grades assigned after this date)

April 18-22 (M-F)
Spring Recess (classes reconvene April 25)

Final Exam
Monday May 16 @ 6:00-7:50 p.m.  Same classroom


The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus as necessary.  All changes will be communicated to students.

	Spanish 1 

Tentative Class Schedule   (Programa Provisional)     Subject to changes


	Semana
	Temas
	En clase
	En casa (tarea) Homework

	1.

1/10 – 14


	Expressions of courtesy.  Introducción al curso y al  temario (syllabus)
Capítulo 1: Hola, ¿qué tal?
· Nouns and articles
· Numbers 0-30
· Present tense of ser
	Introducing yourself.
Open your Supersite account.
La fotonovela


	Estudiar pp. 

	2.

1/17 – 21
Holiday
(Jan 17)

	Continuación del Capítulo 1: 

· Spanish alphabet. 

· Telling Time
	· Lectura: The plaza principal
· Panorama
	Estudiar pp. 

	3.

1/24– 28
	Capítulo 2: En la universidad

· Present tense of –ar verbs

· Forming questions in Spanish


	Examen #1
· Describing yourself

· Lectura: The UNAM
	Estudiar pp. 

	4.

1/31 – 2/4

	Capítulo 2: En la universidad

· Present tense of estar

· Numbers 31 and higher 

· Days of the week.

	· Panorama

	Estudiar pp. 

	5.

2/7 –11

	Capítulo 2: En la universidad

· ¿Qué clases tomas?


	Examen #2
	Estudiar pp. 

	6.

2/14 – 18
Holiday
(Feb 18)

	Capítulo 3: La familia

¿Es grande tu familia?
· Descriptive adjectives

· Possessive adjectives


	· Lectura: Surnames and families in the Spanish-speaking world

	Estudiar pp. 

	7.

2/21-25
Holiday
(Feb 21)
	Continuación del Capítulo 3: 

· Present tense of –er and –ir verbs

· Present tense of tener and venir 
	· Panorama

· Tu árbol genealógico

	Estudiar pp. 

	8.

2/28 – 3/4


	Capítulo 4: Los pasatiempos
· Present tense of ir
· Stem-changing verbs: e-ie; o-ue
	Examen #3
· Lectura: Soccer rivalries 

	Estudiar pp. 

	9.

3/7 - 11
	Capítulo 4: Los pasatiempos
· Stem-changing verbs: e-i;

· Verbs with irregular yo forms
	· Panorama

	Estudiar pp. 

	10.

3/14 –18
	Capítulo 5: Las vacaciones  
· Months of the year.

· Seasons and weather.

· Estar with conditins and emotions 

· The present progressive


	Examen #4
· Lectura: El Camino Inca

	Estudiar pp. 

	11.

3/21- 25
	Capítulo 5: Las vacaciones  
· Ordinal numbers.
· Ser and estar

· Direct object nouns and pronouns

	· Panorama
Examen #5


	Estudiar pp. 

	12.

3/28 – 4/1


	Capítulo 6: ¡De compras!
· Clothing and shopping.

· Negotiating a price and buying.


	· Lectura: Open-air markets 

	Estudiar pp. 

	13.

4/4 - 8


	Capítulo 6: ¡De compras!
· Saber and conocer

· Indirect object pronouns

	· Panorama
	Estudiar pp. 

	14.

4/11 – 15

	Capítulo 6: ¡De compras!
· Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns. 
	
	Estudiar pp. 



	15.

4/18 - 22
	Spring Recess

	16.

4/25– 29

	Capítulo 6: ¡De compras!
Preterit tense of regular verbs.  


	
	Estudiar pp. 

	17.

5/2 – 6


	Capítulo 6: ¡De compras!

	
	

	18.

5/9 – 13


	Capítulo 6: ¡De compras!

	
	

	19.

5/16 – 20
	Examen Final: Lunes 16 de mayo de 2011 @ 6:00 -7:50 P.M.
En el mismo salón de clases
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