General Psychology

Spring 2011

Psychology 2

MWF 10:00 a.m. -10:50 a.m.
Brenda Quiroz, M.A.

Course Description:

This course presents an overview of the field of psychology, a field

that emphasizes the scientific study of human behavior and mental

processes. We will discuss the history, methodology, biopsychology,

life-span development, sensation and perception, consciousness

and altered states, learning and memory, thought and language,

intelligence, motivation and emotion, personality, psychopathology and

therapy, stress and health, social and cultural influences.  You will be encouraged to participate in class via group activities and discussions.  Exams will consist of information from lecture as well as from the text.  Class attendance and reading the textbook are important for doing well in the class.
Text:

Wade, C. & Tavris C. (2008). Invitation to Psychology (mypsychlab edition), Fourth Edition.
Course Requirements:

There will be three midterm exams and one final exam.  All exams will be worth 100 points each.  100 points will consist of pop-quizzes, so regular attendance is expected. There will also be a term paper that is worth 100 points, which is discussed on the last page of this syllabus.
Exams:
Make-up exams will be allowed only in the rare case of extreme emergencies, and at the discretion of the instructor.  Students are not generally given, and should not expect, a make-up exam to be allowed without written documentation of the emergency condition (illness, accident, family emergency, etc.), and then only if some notice is given in advance of the exam.

Attendance and Class Etiquette:

It is expected you be on time for class.  Tardiness and leaving early are both disruptive to the class, so you will loss two points for being tardy and/or leaving early.  Turn off all cell phones and pagers before coming into class.  Please refrain from talking to other students during lectures and class discussions, and always be respectful of the opinions and experiences of all class members.
Paper:

Your paper may be on any area of psychology found in the text book for this class.  Select one concept or theory and explain why you maid such selection as well as relate it some how to your life.  It must be APA format, 4 pages in length (not including title page and reference page), double spaced, and 12 point Times New Roman font.  It is due on 4/29/11 at the end of class. Note: PLAGIARISM is a violation of Reedley College policy.  Anyone deemed to have submitted a plagiarized paper will automatically receive a failing grade.  Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different classes without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights.
Grades:

Final grades will be decided by the following scale. There will be a total of 600 points possible from the three 100 point midterms, the 100 point final exam, the 100 points worth of pop-quizzes and 100 point paper.  Below is the point break down:

Points
Grade
600-540 =
    A
539-480 =
    B

479-420 =
    C

419-360 =
    D

359-0
   =
    F

Lecture/Discussion weekly schedule:
Week 1 (1/10)
Introductions 

Chapter 1- What is Psychology
Week 2 (1/17)
Chapter 2- Theories of Personality

 (No school on 1/17/11)
Week 3 (1/24)
Chapter 3- Development Over the Life Span

Week 4 (1/31)
Chapter 4- Neurons, Hormones, and the Brain

Week 5 (2/7)
Review / Exam #1
Week 6 (2/14)
Chapter 5- Consciousness: Body Rhythms and Mental States

 (No School on 2/18)

Week 7 (2/21)
Chapter 6- Sensation and Perception

 (No School on 2/21)

Week 8 (2/28)
Chapter 7- Thinking and Intelligence 

Week 9 (3/7)

Chapter 8- Memory

Week 10 (3/14)
Review / Exam #2
Week 11 (3/21)
Chapter 9- Learning 

Week 12 (3/28)
Chapter 10- Behavior in Social and Cultural Context

Week 13 (4/4) 
Chapter 11- Psychological Disorders

Week 14 (4/11)
Review / Exam #3
Week 15 (4/18)
Spring Break- No classes 4/18/11 - 4/22/11

Week 16 (4/25)
Chapter 12- Approaches to Treatment and Therapy 

 


Paper Due 4/29 at the end of class

Week 17 (5/2) 
Chapter 13- Emotion, Stress, and Health
Week 18 (5/9)
Chapter 14- The Major Motives of Life:

Love, Sex, Food, and Work 

Review for final exam
Week 19 (5/16)
Final Exam- Monday 5/16/11 from 10:00- 10:50 am
