Course Syllabus
Philosophy 1C:  Ethics
Reedley College
Spring 2011
Instructor:
   Dr. Michael Cole

email:

   michael.cole@reedleycollege.edu


Office:

   Humanities Building 54
Office Hours:
   Monday and Wednesday 1:00 – 3:00; Friday 12:00 – 1:00
Office Phone:     (559) 638-3641, ext. 3274


Classroom:
   Soc 31
Class Times:
   Tuesday and Thursday, 2:00 – 3:15 

Course description

This course is intended to serve as an introduction to moral philosophy.  My goal is to introduce you to some of the main problems of moral philosophy by critically examining the various ways in which philosophers (both historical and contemporary) have attempted to address these problems.  
In this class we will be concerned with issues in applied, normative, and meta-ethics. As concerns issues in applied ethics, we will discuss contemporary moral problems such as abortion, euthanasia, our duty to give aid to the poor, and the moral status of animals.  As concerns issues in normative ethical theory, we will discuss Utilitarianism, Deontological Ethics, Social Contract Theories, and Virtue Ethics.  And finally, as concerns issues in meta-ethics, we will discuss some questions about the nature (or meanings) of ethical judgments and theories such Relativism, Subjectivism, Emotivism, and Divine Command Ethics.
Course Objectives

In the process of completing this course, students will:
1.  Understand and distinguish among some of the major moral problems that have challenged and 

     continue to challenge thinking individuals and societies throughout history.
2.  Understand and distinguish among some of the major moral philosophers’ attempts at 

     understanding and answering moral challenges.
3.  Develop reasoned responses to moral challenges.
4.  Articulate the connection of moral problems and solutions to contemporary social issues and to 

     the student’s own life.
Required Texts

1.  James Rachels, The Elements of Moral Philosophy (6th edition), (McGraw-Hill Higher 

     Education, 2010).
2.  James Rachels, The Right Thing to Do: Basic Readings in Moral Philosophy (5th edition), 

     (McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 2010).
Additional readings will also be assigned throughout the semester and will be made available via Blackboard.
Course Requirements
1.  Class participation 

Students are expected to attend all classes and to be on time.  Persistent absences will inevitably result in a low grade for the course.  You are also expected to complete all assigned readings prior to the class period for which they are assigned.  You should come to class prepared to discuss and answer questions about the readings.  In order to learn philosophy you must do philosophy. This requires active engagement in discussion with both the instructor and the other members of the class.  As a result, in order to receive a good grade for participation you must not only attend class regularly and do the assigned readings, but also consistently participate in class discussions.   
2.  Quizzes

There will be a total of four quizzes administered throughout the course of the semester.  These will generally consist of either short answer, true/false, or multiple choice questions.  Quizzes will cover material from reading assignments, lectures, and class discusses.  Quiz dates will be announced in-class one lecture day prior to the date of the quiz.  Quizzes cannot be made-up without prior authorization from the instructor.
3.  Midterm Examinations

There will be two in-class, closed-book written examinations during the course of the semester.  These exams will consist of both short answer and essay questions.  Students are responsible for the content of all reading assignments, lectures, and class discussions.  The first exam is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, March 10, and the second exam is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, April 7.
4.  Final Exam
The final exam will also be in-class, closed-book, and will consist of both short answer and essay questions.  Students are again responsible for the content of all reading assignments, lectures, and class discussions.  The final exam is currently scheduled for Thursday, May 19, 2:00 – 3:50.
Late Policy

Students are expected to complete all assigned work and to take all examinations on the dates scheduled.  Make-up exams will be given only under the most extraordinary circumstances, and only in light of appropriate supporting documentation.

Drop Policy

Please note that in accordance with school policy, any student missing either the first day of class or more than two weeks of class up to the final drop date may be dropped from the class at the discretion of the instructor.  Also note that it is the student’s responsibility to drop any class in which they no longer wish to be enrolled.  Do not simply stop attending class and assume that you will be dropped by someone else.  If you want to drop the class, you must complete the drop process for yourself.
Grading Policy

Your overall final grade for the course will be computed as follows:

20%:  Participation
20%:  Quizzes
20%:  Midterm Exam I

20%:  Midterm Exam II

20%:  Final Exam
Note:  Under no circumstances will extra credit be given in this course.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement 

If you believe that you have a need for an academic accommodation or materials in an alternate media (e.g., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSPS) for verification and support. After you talk with DSPS, inform your instructor and provide the appropriate documentation.

Policy on Academic Dishonesty

Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences.  Incidents of cheating, plagiarism, or collusion may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.  If you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please see the Reedley College Course Catalogue (page 46), or speak with the instructor.
Important Dates
Last day to drop:  Friday, January 28th 
Last day to change to Pass/No-Pass grading option:  Tuesday, February 11th 
Last day to Withdraw from a course:  Friday, March 11th 
Tentative Lecture Schedule

WEEK #
DATE & CONTENT

     1

Tuesday, January 11


Topic:  Overview of the syllabus; Introduction to the course



Reading:  No reading


Thursday, January 13


Topic:  The five branches of philosophy; three main branches of ethics


Reading:  No new reading
     2

Tuesday, January 18


Topic:  The role of thought experiments in ethics


Reading:  Fischer and Ravizza, “Methodology and Objections.” (Blackboard)
     

Thursday, January 20


Topic:  Finish with thought experiments in ethics
Reading:  Fischer and Ravizza, “Methodology and Objections.” (Blackboard)    
     3

Tuesday, January 25


Topic:  Introduction to Arguments
Reading:  “The Elements of Arguments.” (Blackboard)

     Handout (Blackboard)
Thursday, January 27
Topic:  Finish with Arguments

Reading:  No new reading

     4

Tuesday, February 1
Topic:  Defending abortion


Reading:  Judith Jarvis Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion.” (RTD, pp. 92-108)

     

Thursday, February 3
Topic:  Defending abortion


Reading:  Judith Jarvis Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion.” (RTD, pp. 92-108)

WEEK #
DATE & CONTENT

     5

Tuesday, February 8
Topic:  Defending abortion


Reading:  Judith Jarvis Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion.” (RTD, pp. 92-108)

     

Thursday, February 10
Topic:  An argument against abortion
Reading:  Don Marquis, “An Argument that Abortion is Wrong.” (Blackboard)     

     6

Tuesday, February 15
Topic:  An argument against abortion
Reading:  Don Marquis, “An Argument that Abortion is Wrong.” (Blackboard)     

Thursday, February 17
Topic:  Euthanasia


Reading:  James Rachels, “The Morality of Euthanasia.” (RTD, pp. 306-310)
     7

Tuesday, February 22
Topic:  Euthanasia


Reading:  James Rachels, “Active and Passive Euthanasia.” (Blackboard)
Thursday, February 24
Topic:  Euthanasia
Reading:  Tom Beauchamp, “A Reply to Rachels on Active and Passive Euthanasia.” 


    (Blackboard)

     8

Tuesday, March 1
Topic:  A duty to give aid to the poor
Reading:  Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality.” (Blackboard)




    Peter Singer, “The Singer Solution to World Poverty.” (RTD, pp. 154-160)
Thursday, March 3
Topic:  The moral status of animals
Reading:  Immanuel Kant, “Why We Have No Obligations to Animals.” (Blackboard)
    Peter Singer, “All Animals are Equal.” (RTD, pp. 120-129)
     9

Tuesday, March 8

Topic:  The moral status of animals
Reading:  Peter Singer, “All Animals are Equal.” (RTD, pp. 120-129)


    Alastair Norcross, “Torturing Puppies and Eating Meat: It’s All in Good 


    Taste.” (RTD, pp. 130-137)
     

Thursday, March10
Exam I
WEEK #
DATE & CONTENT
   10

Tuesday, March 15
Topic:  Psychological and Ethical Egoism


Reading:  James Rachels, “Psychological Egoism.” (EMP, pp. 62-79)




    James Rachels, “Ethical Egoism.” (EMP, pp. 62-79)

Thursday, March 17
Topic:  Utilitarianism
Reading:  James Rachels, “The Utilitarian Approach.” (EMP, pp. 97-108)

    John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism. (Blackboard; RTD, pp. 36-39)
   11

Tuesday, March 22
Topic:  Utilitarianism
Reading:  John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism. (Blackboard; RTD, pp. 36-39)
    
    James Rachels, “The Debate over Utilitarianism.” (EMP, pp. 109-111)

    Robert Nozick, “The Experience Machine.” (RTD, pp. 46-48)
Thursday, March 24
Topic:  Utilitarianism
Reading:  John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism. (Blackboard; RTD, pp. 36-39)

    James Rachels, “The Debate over Utilitarianism.” (EMP, pp. 111-123)
   12

Tuesday, March 29
Topic:  Prelude to Kantian Moral Philosophy (Plato and Hume)
Reading:  David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature (Bk. II, Pt. III, Sec. iii).  


    (Blackboard) 

Thursday, March 31
Topic:  Deontological Ethics
Reading:  Immanuel Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals. (Blackboard)
   13

Tuesday, April 5
Topic:  Deontological Ethics
Reading:  Immanuel Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals. (Blackboard)



     James Rachels, “Are There Absolute Moral Rules.” (EMP, pp. 124-135)
    James Rachels, “Kant and Respect for Persons.” (EMP, pp. 136-145)
Thursday, April 7
Exam II

WEEK #
DATE & CONTENT
     14

Tuesday, April 12
Topic:  The Social Contract Theory of Morality
Reading:  Thomas Hobbes, The Leviathan. (Blackboard)


     James Rachels, “The Idea of a Social Contract.” (EMP, pp. 80-96)
Thursday, April 14
Topic:  Justice as Fairness
Reading:  John Rawls, A Theory of Justice. (Blackboard)
     15

SPRING BREAK!!!   No Classes Monday, April 18 through Friday, April 22.

     16

Tuesday, April 26
Topic:  Virtue Ethics
Reading:  Aristotle, “The Virtues.” (RTD, pp. 67-73)


    James Rachels, “The Ethics of Virtue.” (EMP, pp. 158-172)


Thursday, April 28
Topic:  Virtue Ethics
Reading:  Aristotle, “The Virtues.” (RTD, pp. 67-73)
    James Rachels, “The Ethics of Virtue.” (EMP, pp. 158-172)
     17

Tuesday, May 3
Topic:  Ethical Relativism


Reading:  Rachels, “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism.” (EMP, pp. 14-31)

     

Thursday, May 5
Topic:  Subjectivism and Emotivism
Reading:  Rachels, “Subjectivism in Ethics.” (EMP, pp. 32-47)

     18

Tuesday, May 10

Topic:  Divine Command Ethics


Reading:  Rachels, “Does Morality Depend on Religion?” (EMP, pp. 48-61)



Thursday, May 12


Topic:  Catch-up or review for final


Reading:  No new reading
Final Exam
Thursday, May 19th, 2:00 – 3:50
NB:  this syllabus is subject to revision at the discretion of the instructor.
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