English 1A – Composition and Reading


Deborah Lapp    Sp11
Ethics and Academia: Taking a Stand in College and the Real World

Office CCI – 212   Office hours TTh 2-3, M 5-6, W 4-5, F 11-12 and by arrangement

Office:  638-3641 ext. 3416     

 deborah.lapp@reedleycollege.edu










March 11 (F) Last day to drop (letter grade assigned after this date)

Required:

Disk or mini-hd for saving work




binder or folder for saving work 



novel, non-fiction book, or blog on war

Recommended:  
Maimon and Peritz  A Writer’s Resource

English 1A is equivalent to the freshman composition course at a four-year university.  The goal of freshman comp is to sharpen your writing, reading and thinking skills so that you can meet scholarly reading and critical thinking challenges and competently express your ideas at the university level.  The required outcomes are a passing research paper with documentation, an annotated bibliography and a passing timed essay.  We’ll practice these, and I expect you’ll be successful.
The ultimate point is to prepare you for real world writing.  
In English 1A, my job is to help you prepare yourself for the type of academic writing and reading you’ll need in college and university—and in life.  I want you to be not just comfortable reading and writing, but proud of your ability and your work.  To accomplish this, many of you need to learn and practice documentation, brush up on grammar and mechanics, and develop your vocabulary and sentence structure.  Most of you also could benefit from more ways to structure academic essays.  All of you (all of us) need practice writing and need to develop your endurance and comprehension in academic reading. 

We will read from EBSCOHOST and the Internet, and you’ll choose one book of your choice later in the semester.  Reading assignments are intended as models of different organizational structures or as information or inspiration for discussion or your own writing.  I’ll try to give reading assignments a week in advance; you make sure you read them carefully, look up new vocabulary, and post to the forum and bring your notes to class.  We will discuss what you’ve read, what you’ve written, and what you’ve talked about sometimes all together, sometimes in small groups, sometimes one-on-one in conference.  

Your attendance in class and in conference is mandatory (I may drop you after 4 absences), and excessive absence, tardiness, or unpreparedness will adversely affect your grade.  Assignments will be announced in class and posted on BlackBoard.  

You are responsible for assignments whether you are in class or not.  You have BlackBoard and your classmates as resources. You know how to get ahold of me.

Here are the grades:  All 100-point grades will be posted on BlackBoard.

Week 2:  Essay on plagiarism (with signal phrases)

Week 4:  Subject matter source-based term paper (with signal phrases)

Week 6:  best of three in-class essays (round 1)
Week 7:  Dream Act essay (with works cited)

Week 11: Rogerian Argument on Immigration (w/annotated bibliography)

Week 13: Problem/Solution essay (w/annotated bibliography)

Week 15: best of three in-class essays (round 2)

Week 16: annotated bibliography for war paper

Week 17: war paper (w/annotated bibliography)

Week 18: final (bring all of the above in chronological order)
All essays will be typed, double-spaced and scholarly in appearance—no folders, please, or fancy fonts.  Present yourself and your work to me as the scholar I expect you to be.  The form of documentation we use, called MLA style, is explained on the Purdue OWL website.  I expect out- of-class essays already printed out at the beginning of the hour they are due, and in-class essays at the end of the class in which they are written. 

Here’s a good deal for you:  If you receive a C or better, you MAY NOT revise your essay (it’s a passing essay; learn from your mistakes and hopefully you’ll get a better grade next time).  If you receive a D, you MUST come to my office within the week to plan a revision.  You’ll have a week to revise, and you’ll hand in all old drafts, my comment sheet and rubric, with the revision stapled on top.  This involves more work for you, but the reward is a new evaluation and a new grade.

You must keep all of your work for the semester (notes, drafts, and final graded copies) both on disk and on hard paper copy in a binder.  This is important because your final will be based on your accumulated binder of work.

Grading in this class will be based on the quality of your essays. I will use the department rubric (attached) considering content, organization, use of language, and grammar and mechanics.  Plagiarism (presenting any part of someone else’s work as your own) is against the law and will result in a paper grade of F.  Figuring your grade couldn’t be easier:  The essay grades are of equal weight and are posted on BlackBoard under My Grades.  At any point, you can refer to the total: 90% is an A; 80% is a B; 70%, the lowest passing grade, is a C; 60% is the lowest D.  I may add or substitute other essays or papers as we observe current events and issues which interest YOU.

