Instructor: Sue Vang, M.S.

          
Reedley College – Fall 2011

Office Hours: By Appt.



COUN 264 (Sec # 51188) Email:sue.vang@reedleycollege.edu

First Year College Orientation


     
Class Details
Instruction: Mon./Wed. 11:00a.m. – 11:50a.m. 

Room:  Mon.-FEM 7/Wed.-BUS 41 

LEARNING COMMUNITY:  

This course is part of a learning community in which two or more courses are linked through a common theme or purpose.  As part of this course, you are also enrolled in: 

ENGL 252 ♦ 53286♦MTWTH♦10:00a.m. - 10:50a.m.♦CCI 202♦Lori Levine

ENGL 262 ♦51188♦Daily♦9:00a.m. - 9:50a.m.♦LFS B♦Jeff Ragan

The theme of this learning community is On Course to Your First Year.  The course has been designed to help you create greater success in college and in life.  

What does it mean to be a part of this Learning Community?  By being a part of this Learning Community, you will hopefully create a greater connection to your fellow students as well as benefit from our shared content which will come to you through the use of a common text book.  

We will also share a theme to more greatly connect the content and the activities of the two courses.  The theme of our class and of English 252 and English 262 is SUCCESS . . . What it is and how you can achieve it.  In the coming weeks, you will learn many proven strategies for living a rich, personally fulfilling life.  You will use writing to explore these strategies, and through this practice, you will learn to express yourself more effectively in writing.


Our hope is that through the common theme and shared content, you will learn to thrive this semester in both classes and become a more successful student.  

DROP POLICY STATEMENT FOR LEARNING COMMUNITY COURSES:

Aug.15-19:  During this time period, if a student misses one day of either learning community course, the student will be dropped from all courses in that learning community.  In addition to this policy, if a student drops one learning community course during the above dates, the student will be dropped from all courses in that learning community.


Aug. 22-Oct.14:  During this time period, if a student drops one learning community course, he/she will only be dropped from that one learning community course.  However, it will be extremely difficult to successfully complete only one of the linked learning community courses since the curriculum and assignments are integrated.  Therefore, the student must meet with Kristine Hodges to discuss, evaluate and complete the drop process.


Important Reminders: 


Sept. 2:
Last day to drop this class to avoid a “W.”


Oct.14:

Last day to drop this class with a “W,” letter grades assigned after 




this date.



COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is to assist new students in obtaining the knowledge and skills necessary to achieve their educational objectives. Strategies for effective college transition and basic survival skills will be explored.  Topics will include: motivation and discipline, time management, interpersonal communication skills, learning resources, educational planning, and decision making.  (Basic Skills Advisories: None.) Reedley College Class Schedule pg. 28
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Upon successful completion of Coun. 264, students will:
· Learn about self in relation to family, culture, and society

· Explore diversity related issues as they pertain to college experience

· Understand techniques of interpersonal communication

· Learn about college stress and coping strategies

· Understand  and recognize the dynamics of different types of relationships

· Compare and contrast learning style(s)

· Review campus catalog contents and schedule of courses

· Learn and become familiarized with campus services and library resources

· Understand the value and importance of a Student Education Plan (SEP)

· Learn about decision making methods

· Understand time management and use of daily planner
SYLLABUS: What is it? 

Is an outline or other brief statement of the main points of a discourse, the subjects of a course of lectures, the contents of a curriculum, etc. 
"syllabus." Dictionary.com Unabridged. Random House, Inc. 11 Aug. 2011. <Dictionary.com http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/syllabus>.
Why is it important to keep a class Syllabus?

The content on the syllabus informs you when assignments will be given and when they will be due.  Treat it like a guide that will help you succeed.  

TEXTBOOK:

Downing, Skip (2011).  On Course: Strategies for Creating Success in College and in Life. Study Skills Plus Edition.  (Textbook used in both Learning Community Courses and can be found in the RC Library on reserve.)

Reedley College Catalog, 2010-2012 Edition.  

(Available at no cost via online @ www.reedleycollege.edu or can be purchased at RC Bookstore.)

Reedley College Schedule of Classes, 2011 Summer/Fall Edition.  

(Available at no cost via online @ www.reedleycollege.edu or can be picked up at RC Admissions and Records while supplies last.)

MATERIALS:

Three-Ring Binder or other form of organization for daily writing and notes. 

(Notes, handouts, in-class activities, assignments, quizzes, exams and your syllabus should be kept in binder and brought to each class.)

A Planner/Agenda or Organizer will also be required to keep record of class assignments, Homework, and quizzes. 

ATTENDANCE AND CLASS PARTICIPATION:

This is a course for students who desire to be successful in college and in life.  One of the most important factors of success in any endeavor is consistent and active participation.  Therefore, students are expected to attend all class sessions.  An attendance roll sheet will be distributed at the beginning of each class.  It is the student’s responsibility to sign it each class period.  Students are expected to show up on time and stay for the entire class session.  If a student is late to class, he/she should enter and sit down quietly.  (Do not ask your neighbor what we are doing or interrupt the lecture/discussion.  Wait until a break or until after class to find out what was missed.)  In-class activities and quizzes will not be able to be made-up.  Therefore, timeliness and class participation are extremely important.  If a student is unable to attend class, it is his/her responsibility to notify the instructor before the class period and get any missed information or assignments from the instructor or other students.  Students should come to each session prepared and actively participate during group activities and class discussions.  NOTE:  During the semester up to the final drop date, any student who misses more than two weeks of class meetings may be dropped.
CLASS EXPECTATION:   To create the very best environment for supporting your success and the success of your classmates, this course has three important rules:

1. Show up!

2. Be prepared!

3. Do the work!

4. Participate actively!

**Please note that if you are disruptive in any way, I will ask you to leave the class for the day.  If you continue to be disruptive, I will file a report with the Dean of Students.  (You are disruptive if you are talking to your neighbor while I am talking or someone else is talking, if you are doing other work besides the assigned task, if you use inappropriate language or tone with me or others, if you are rude, if you talk on your cell phone or text message during class or do not put your cell phone/pager on silent, etc.)

ASSIGNMENTS:

It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the dates for class readings, assignments, in-class activities, quizzes and exams.  In-class activities and quizzes will not be able to be made up.  Assignments should be neatly done and completed for a grade.  It is expected that all assignments will be completed by the assigned date, however, if a student needs an extension he/she should note that all late assignments will receive 50% of the earned points.  The last day to submit late work will be Dec.5, 2010.  Make-up exams/presentations will only be provided for those students that have made prior arrangements with the instructor due to extenuating circumstances.  Cheating and plagiarism on any assignment will result in receiving no credit for that assignment.  Further action may be taken in accordance with campus policy.  Campus definitions of cheating and plagiarism can be found in the section on “Campus Policies” in the current “Reedley College Catalog”.
In-Class Activities:  (100 pts) There will be several in-class activities that will be turned in and graded.
Assignments:    (100 pts) There will be several assignments that will be discussed in class and then assigned a completion date.  All assignments should include the following, unless otherwise stated: typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, 1 inch margins and a easy to read font, i.e. Times, Helvetica, or Arial.  Many of these assignments will be “Learning Community Shared Assignments.”  Therefore, students will have elements of the assignment to complete in both classes and submit for a grade.  

Learning Community Shared Assignments will be given in mid September.
Quizzes:  (50 pts) There will be four unannounced quizzes throughout the semester.  The quizzes will be administered at the beginning of the class period.  Students will not be allowed to make-up quizzes if late or not in attendance.
Exams:  (50 pts) There will be two scheduled exams during the semester.  The exams will cover the textbook, RC catalog, classroom lectures, quizzes, in-class activities and assignments.  Students will need to bring a #2 pencil and a scantron #882.

GRADING SYSTEM (BASED ON 100%):

Your grade will be based on the following:





Grade Categories:



Points




In-Class Activities



100





Assignments




100
Quizzes




50




Exam #1




25




Exam #2




25     



Total




          300 pts
Grades:

A = 300 - 280
B = 279 - 260
C = 259 - 240
D = 239 - 220
F =  219 - 200
The following course schedule is a tentative plan for the semester.  Please check with the instructor for any modifications.
KEY: 

OC = On Course Textbook

RCC = Reedley College Catalog

RCCS = Reedley College Schedule

ICA = In-Class Activity

A = Assignments

FM = Facilitator Manual

COURSE SCHEDULE:

8/15

Introductions/Syllabus



Student Inventory/Icebreaker 


Questions Cards 
8/17

Chp. 1: Wise Choices: College Customs, pgs. 24-27 (OC)



Complete College Customs Handout #1 (ICA)

8/22

Chp. 1: Wise Choices: College Customs continued, pgs. 42-48 (RCC)


Complete College Customs Handout #2 (ICA)
8/24

Chp. 1:Wise Choices: College Customs continued, pgs. 49-57/209-211 (RCC)


Complete College Customs Handout # 3 (ICA)
8/29

Chp. 2: Making Wise Decisions- Adopting the Creator Role, pgs. 29-36.


Ex. 4-1: Responsibility Circle, pg 13 (FM) (ICA) &



Mastering Creator Langauge, pgs. 36-41



Ex. 5-1 The Language of Responsibility
9/31

QUIZ #1


Chp. 2: Making Wise Decisions-The Wise Choice Process, pgs. 43-56 (OC)


Ex. 6-1 Student Example (FM) (A) Due 9/7
9/5

LABOR DAY – HOLIDAY – NO CLASS  

9/7

Chp. 3: Wise Choices: Taking Notes-The Big Picture, pgs. 107-127
9/12

Chp. 3: Wise Choices: Taking Notes Continued- Activity 3A (OC pg.120): 


Practicing Note Taking, pgs. 120-127 or (FM) Taking Notes Ex. 2: The Lecture, 


pg. 45 (ICA)
9/14

Chp.3: Committing to your Goals and Dreams


Evaluating Goals (ICA)



Writing DAPPS Goals



Discuss SEP Assignment – Make an Appointment on eSARS (A) Due Oct. 17
9/19

Chp. 4: Wise Choices: Organizing Study Materials, The Big Picture/General 


Guidelines/Before Studying, pgs. 158-161
9/21

Quiz #2


Chp. 4: Wise Choices: Organizing Study Materials, While Organizing Study 


Materials and After Organizing Study Materials, pgs. 162-178


My Academic Skills Plan for Organizing Study Materials, pgs. 176-177



 (OC) (A) Due 9/28



Application of Study Skills:



Notecards/Study Sheet for ENGL 252 Midterm- Check with Lori Levine- 


What format best based on info. Needed to be learned (ICA-A)
9/26

Chp. 4: Cornell Study Sheet


Ex. Cornell Study Sheets, pgs. 60 (FM) (ICA)
9/28
 
Chp. 4: Mastering Self-Management, pgs 131-134


Who Wants This Prize: Ex. 12-2, pg. 53 (FM)



Rocks & Sugar: Ex. 13-1, pg. 54 (FM) On Quadrants



Daily Time Record/Time Management Grid (ICA)



Weekly Planner/To Do List (A) Due Oct. 5
10/3

Chp. 5: Wise Choices in College-Rehearsing and Memorizing Study Materials: 


The Big Picture, pgs. 205-218 (OC) 


Ex. 1: Quiz Me, (FM), pg. 78-80 Day 1, Create 2 sets of four flash cards re: 


Chp. 5 or information from ENGL 252 or ENGL 252 (A) Due next class 
10/5

Chp. 5: Quiz Me Activity (ICA) pgs, 78-80 (FM)


My Academic Skills Plan for Rehearsing & Memorizing Study Materials, 


pgs. 216-217 (OC) (A) Due Oct. 12
10/10

EXAM #1: Bring Scantron #882 & #2 Pencil

10/13

Chp. 5: Employing Interdependence (OC), Developing Mutually Supportive 


Relationships, pgs. 179-203 (OC)


(FM) Ex. 16-1, Chair Lift Activity (ICA), pg. 68



(FM) Ex. 17-2 Your Relationship Bank Account, pg. 74 (ICA)



Scavenger Hunt, (FM) Ex. 16-2 (ICA-A) Due Oct. 19
10/17

Registration for Sp’11


Review RCCS



RCCS Activity/Spring Class Planners (ICA)



SEP Due Today 
10/19

RC Certificates, AA/AS & Majors, pg. 3 (RCCS) and pgs. 58-59 (RCC)


Transfer Degree/Requirement, pgs. 33-41 (RCC)



Assist.org
10/24

Quiz #3



Chp. 6: Wise Choices: Taking Tests, pgs. 246-266 (OC)
10/26

Chp. 6: Wise Choices: Taking Tests, pgs. 246-266 (OC)


Taking Tests Ex. 2: Test Debrief, pg. 99 (FM) (ICA)
10/31

Chp.6: Wise Choices: 
Taking Tests, pgs. 246-266 (OC)


My Academic Skills Plan for Taking Tests pg. 264 (A) Due Nov. 9
11/2

Chp.7: Learning Style, pgs. 267-275
11/7

Chp.7: Learning Style, pgs. 267-275



Preferred Learning Style Additional Inventory


http://www.metamath.com/lsweb/fourls.htm

11/9

Chp.8: Managing $$$: pgs. 341-348
11/14

Chp.8: Managing $$$: pgs. 341-348


My Financial Plan, pg. 343 (A) Due Nov. 23
11/16

Chp.8: Developing Emotional Intelligence: Reducing Stress, pgs. 319-328


Student Success Scale (ICA)
11/21

Chp.8: Developing Emotional Intelligence: Reducing Stress, pgs. 319-328



Daily Stress Log (A) Due Nov. 28

11/23

Quiz #4


Campus Project Demonstration



Sign-up sheet

11/28

Campus Project Presentation
11/30

Campus Project Presentation
12/5

 5-Day Study Plan


Last Day Late Work Accepted
12/7

Review for Final
12/12 

FINAL 11am-12:50pm FEM 7

Additional Information:   

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please notify me immediately.

In-Class Assignment


Complete College Customs Handout #1 (ICA 10 pts)


Complete College Customs Handout #2 (ICA 10pts)

Complete College Customs Handout # 3 (ICA 5 pts)

Ex. 4-1: Responsibility Circle, pg 13 (FM) (ICA 10 pts) &


Ex. 2: The Lecture, pg. 45 (ICA 10pts)

Evaluating Goals (ICA 10pts)


Ex. Cornell Study Sheets, pgs. 60 (FM) (ICA 5pts)

Daily Time Record/Time Management Grid (ICA 5 pts)


Chp. 5: Quiz Me Activity (ICA 5 pts) pgs, 78-80 (FM)


(FM) Ex. 16-1, Chair Lift Activity (ICA 5 pts), pg. 68


(FM) Ex. 17-2 Your Relationship Bank Account, pg. 74 (ICA 5 pts)


RCCS Activity/Spring Class Planners (ICA 10 pts)


Taking Tests Ex. 2: Test Debrief, pg. 99 (FM) (ICA 5 pts)


Student Success Scale (ICA 5 pts)
Total In Class assignments 100 pts

QUIZES


Quiz #1 (10 pts)


Quiz #2 (15 pts)


Quiz #3 (10 pts)


Quiz #4 (15 pts)

Total quizzes 50 pts

EXAMS


EXAM #1 (25 pts)

FINAL Exam 11am-12:50pm FEM 7 (25 pts)
Total Midterm and Final 50 pts

Assignments

Ex. 6-1 Student Example (FM) (A 10 pts) Due 9/7


Discuss SEP Assignment – Make an Appointment on eSARS (A 5 pts) Due 


Oct. 17

My Academic Skills Plan for Organizing Study Materials, pgs. 176-177

 (OC) (A 5 pts) Due 9/28


Notecards/Study Sheet for ENGL 252 Midterm- Check with Lori Levine- 


What format best based on info. Needed to be learned (A 10 pts)

Weekly Planner/To Do List (A 10 pts) Due Oct. 5


Ex. 1: Quiz Me, (FM), pg. 78-80 Day 1, Create 2 sets of four flash cards re: 


Chp. 5 or information from ENGL 252 or ENGL 252 (A 10 pts) 


My Academic Skills Plan for Rehearsing & Memorizing Study Materials, 


pgs. 216-217 (OC) (A 5 pts) Due Oct. 17


Scavenger Hunt, (FM) Ex. 16-2 (A 10 pts) Due Oct. 19


My Academic Skills Plan for Taking Tests pg. 264 (A 10 pts) Due Nov. 9


My Financial Plan, pg. 343 (A 5 pts) Due Nov. 23


Daily Stress Log (A 10 pts) Due Nov. 28


Campus Project Demonstration (A 5 pts)


Campus Project Presentation (A 5 pts)

Total 100 pts
