
PoliSci 2: American Government 
Fall 2011 Section: 52055 

Wed. 6 – 8:50 p.m. Room SOC 31 
 

Instructor: Juan F. Arzola Telephone: (559) 638-0300 Ext. 3874 
Website: http://blackboard.reedleycollege.edu Email: jarzola@comcast.net                           
 
Course Description: 
 
This course is designed to introduce the student to the primary structures and functions of the 
American and State of California governmental systems and to acquaint them with the fundamentals 
of political science. The emphasis of the course will be placed upon the three primary branches of 
both state and national governments, the functioning of the government bureaucracies, and the 
formulation of public policy. Additionally, students will examine the relationship of state and local 
institutional powers to the concept of Federalism and survey various examples of direct and indirect 
democracy at the state and local levels. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes:  
 
Upon successful completion of the course the student will be able to: 
  

1. Recognize the basic principles of democracy in the United States. 
2. Understand the checks and balances system, recognizing how each branch of government 

functions in relation to the other two branches. Students will identify the key responsibilities 
and limitations of each branch. 

3. Be familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of the American two-party system and the 
effects of so-called “third party” movements. 

4. Be able to apply his/her knowledge of the evolution of civil rights in the United States to current 
events. 

5. Recognize the importance of the Bill of Rights in guaranteeing civil liberties in the United 
States. 

6. Be acquainted with the key elements of domestic and foreign policy, and relate how events 
can dictate our government’s priorities. 

7. Appreciate the relationship between voting and the development of public policy, both in the 
United States and in California. 

 
Required Text: 
 
Barbour, Christine and Wright, Gerald C., Keeping The Republic: Power and Citizenship in American 
Politics (5th Edition), (Washington D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press) 2011. (KTR). 
 
Method of Evaluation and Grading:  
 

Exams: 
There will be two written exams: a mid-term and a non-cumulative final. Exams emphasis 
assigned readings and lecture material. The mid-term exam is worth 100 possible points, while the 
final exam is worth 130. A blue book will be required for these exams. 
 
Textbook Study Guide: 
A Study Guide Handout will be made available, on Blackboard, for every lecture topic that we will 
cover in class. I will be collecting eight (8) study guides throughout the session. For each study 
guide collected, you have the opportunity to earn up to 25 points. A handout explaining the 



grading, availability and due dates for this assignment is posted on Blackboard. It is your 
responsibility to retrieve this handout. 
 
Online Assignments: 
CQ Press offers online student learning resources that give students the opportunity to apply what 
they learn from readings and lectures through “topical web exercises.” For this class, I am asking 
you to complete ten (10) online interactive exercises.  Each exercise will be worth ten (10) points. 
A handout explaining the requirements for the online assignments is posted on Blackboard. It is 
your responsibility to retrieve this handout. 
 
GAME: 
An acronym that stands for Great Attendance plus Maximum Effort, both are necessary to be 
successful in my class. To reinforce the importance of these characteristics, I am instituting a 
“carrot and stick” policy. First, every student will begin with 55 points of GAME (the carrot). Each 
absence—excused or unexcused—will lead to a five (5) point deduction of GAME (the stick). 
Remember, GAME is part of your class points, so keep your GAME tight, and your grade will 
benefit. 

 
Assignments: Points: Weighted %  Point Value Range Awarded Grade 
Mid-term Exam 100 17.7  526 and above = A 
Final Exam 130 17.7  468 – 525  = B 
Online Assignments 100 17.7  409 – 467  = C 
Study Guide 200 35.4  351 – 408  = D 
GAME   55 11.5  350 and below = F 
 585 100    

Course Policy: 
 

Class Attendance 
Students are expected to attend class regularly, to be in class on time, and not leave class early. If 
you are absent three (3) or more classes within the first eight (8) weeks of class, I reserve the right 
to drop you. Please inform me of any situations that may affect your ability to follow this policy.  
 
Class Environment 
It is expected that a mutual level of respect is to be afforded to your peers. The suppression of 
another student’s opinion WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. All students should aspire to create an 
atmosphere of high intellectual learning. This can only be accomplished if we come to class with 
forward-thinking, open-minds. 
 
Cell Phones, MP3’s, etc. 
Cell phones and MP3 players are to be turned off. Not only is a ringing cell phone annoying, it is 
down-right disrespectful. If it is imperative that your phone must remain on, please inform me prior 
to the start of class. I will then ask you to place your phone on vibrate. On the days of exams, no 
technological devices will be allowed to be on. Failure to follow these instructions will lead to the 
dismissal from my class. 
 
Making-up Missed Exam: 
I am aware that “Life happens.” Therefore, in the event that an exam is missed due to “life”, then I 
will allow one exam to be made up with written verification that details the extenuating 
circumstances that affected your ability to attend class. Exam make-up dates will be established 
according to my schedule. 
 
 



Academic Honesty: 
All work for this course must be your own. Anyone guilty of academic dishonesty will fail the 
course and be reported to the Dean of Students. 
 
Withdrawal from the Course:  
Under college policies, students bear the responsibility of withdrawing from a class if they choose 
to stop attending class. Students who fail to drop the class and stop attending will receive an "F" 
for the final course grade. 

 
Statement Regarding Students with Disabilities 
 
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., 
Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 
 
Important Dates 
 
August             26: Last day to drop full-length class for refund eligibility. 

 
September 02: Last day to drop class to avoid a “W”. 

  
October 14:       Last day to drop class (letter grades assigned after this date). 

 
December  14: CLASS FINAL EXAM AT 6 – 8:50 P.M. IN RM. SOC. 31. 
 
 
Course Outline: 
 

Week One (08/17) 
Introduction to the course; Politics: Who Gets What, and How?  
Read: KTR, p. 3 – 10. 

 
Week Two (08/24) 

Lecture Topics: Politics: Who Gets What, and How? (cont.); American Citizens and 
Political Culture. 
Read: KTR, p. 10 – 25; 31 – 61. 

 
Week Three (08/31) 

Lecture Topics: Politics of the American Founding. 
Read: KTR, p. 65 – 81. 
 

Week Four (09/07) 
Lecture Topics: Politics of the American Founding (cont.); Federalism and The U.S. 
Constitution. 
Read: KTR, p. 81 – 91; 97 – 100. 
  

Week Five (09/14) 
Lecture Topics: Federalism and The U.S. Constitution (cont.). 
Read: KTR, p. 100 – 132. 

 
Week Six (09/21) 

Lecture Topic: Fundamental American Liberties. 
 Read: KTR, p. 137 – 169. 



  
Week Seven (09/28) 

Lecture Topics: Fundamental American Liberties (cont.); The Struggle for Equal Rights. 
Read: KTR, p. 169 – 181; 187 – 219. 
 

Week Seven (10/05) 
 Lecture Topics: The Struggle for Equal Rights (cont.); Mid-Term Exam Review. 
 Read: KTR, p. 219 – 234. 
  
Week Eight (10/12) 

Lecture Topics: NONE!!!!! MID-TERM EXAMINATION!!!!! 
 

Week Nine (10/19) 
Lecture Topics: Political Parties.  
Read: KTR, p. 441 – 459. 
 

Week Ten (10/26) 
 Lecture Topics: Political Parties (cont.); Congress.  
 Read: KTR, p. 466 – 474; 239 – 249; 261 – 270. 

 
Week Eleven (11/02) 
 Lecture Topics: Congress (cont.); Presidency. 
 Read: KTR, p. 270 – 281; 287 – 301. 

 
Week Thirteen (11/09) 
 Lecture Topics: Presidency (cont.); The American Legal System and The Courts. 
 Read: KTR, p. 301 – 306; 367 – 378. 
 
Week Fourteen (11/16) 

Lecture Topics: The American Legal System and The Courts (cont.). 
 Read: KTR, p. 378 – 400. 
 
Week Fifteen (11/23) 

Lecture Topic: Social Policy. 
 Read: KTR, p. 644 – 661. 

 
Week Sixteen (11/30) 

Lecture Topic: Economic Policy; Foreign Policy. 
 Read: KTR, p. 675 – 689; 711 – 723. 
 
Week Seventeen (12/07) 
 Lecture Topic: Foreign Policy (cont.); Final Exam review. 
 Read: KTR, p. 723 – 750. 
 
Week Eighteen (12/14) 

Lecture Topic: NONE! FINAL EXAMINATION! BRING A BLUE BOOK! 
  
***The Instructor reserves the right to amend the syllabus, as needed. 
 


