MATH 256—Algebra Topics





Reedley College, Fall 2011





MWF 12:00-12:50 pm, SOC 31
Schedule No.
56480






August 15 – December 16
Instructor:  Chelle Sugimoto

rachelle.sugimoto@reedleycollege.edu
Office hours: As a part-time instructor, I do not have an office on campus.  Using the email address above is the best way to reach me.  
Important 

Dates:

September 2

Last day to drop without receiving a W

September 5

Labor Day, no class


October 14

Last day to drop the class (Grades given after this date)


November 11

Veterans Day, no class

November 25

Thanksgiving Break, no class
December 9

Last day of class


December 14 

Final Exam
Textbook: 
Tom Carson. Prealgebra Third Edition
Required 


Materials:
Lined paper 



Sharpened pencils



Spiral notebook or 3-ring binder for taking notes



Textbook
Outcomes and Objectives:

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:

	

	A. Use a number line to derive the rules for addition of positive and negative numbers. 

B. Simplify and evaluate algebraic expressions 

C. Differentiate between an expression and an equation. 

D. Identify monomials, binomials, trinomials and polynomials. 

E. Identify and combine like terms in simplifying polynomials 

F. Add, subtract and multiply polynomials 

G. Solve linear equations in one variable. 

H. Set up a table of solutions for linear equations and inequalities in two variables and graph those solutions 
Course Outline:


A.  Operations with signed numbers


B.  Order of operations and evaluating expressions


C.  Simplifying algebraic expressions


D.  Equations


E.  Exponents


F.  Adding, subtracting and multiplying polynomials


G.  Factoring


H.  Multiplying and dividing fractions


I.   Graphing
Attendance:
You are expected to attend all class sessions, arrive on time, and stay for the entire 
                        session. If you are more than 10 minutes late, or if you leave more than 10 minutes early,

                        you will be considered absent.  If you are absent five (5) or more times in the first nine  

                        weeks, you will likely be dropped from the course.  If you must be absent, please email 
                        me or call the switchboard (638-3641) to let me know why you are absent.  I then have 
                        the right to determine whether the absence is excused or unexcused.  Any student who has 
                        perfect attendance
(no absences, either excused or unexcused) may opt out of the final exam.

Homework:
Homework will be assigned regularly and will be due the following class period.  Each 


assignment will be worth 5 points and will be graded on completeness, accuracy, and 


clarity.  Please write your name and the section number on all homework pages and 
                        staple multiple pages together in the upper left-hand corner.  Show your work!  No late 
                        homework will be accepted even if you were absent.  If you must be absent, you 
                        may turn in your homework before class at the switchboard.   Exceptions can only
                        be made under special circumstances if arranged with the instructor.
Classwork:
In-class assignments will be given occasionally and will be worth 5 points each.  These assignments cannot be made up.  

Exams:
An exam will be given at the end of each chapter.  Each exam will be worth 100 points.  Exact dates for exams will be announced approximately one week prior to the exam.  There are no make-ups for missed exams.  Your lowest exam score will be dropped from your final grade.

Final Exam:
There will be a comprehensive final exam worth 100 points.  This score cannot be dropped.  However, the final is optional for any student with perfect attendance.  The final exam is on Wednesday, December 14, from 12:00-1:50, in SOC 31.  Please make all travel arrangements accordingly.

Grading:
All points from chapter exams, homework, class work, and the final exam will be added 


together and divided by the total possible points for the semester.  This will give you a 


percentage.  Your grade will then be determined as follows:



	

	

	


A blackboard website will be maintained for this course.  The web address is:

http://blackboard.reedleycollege.edu
The user name and password are both your student I.D. number

This syllabus, as well as all homework assignments and grades, can be found on this website.

The WebAdvisor website is:

http://webadvisor.scccd.edu/
The user name is your last name and student ID number (ex: smith_0123456)

The password is your 6-digit birth date (ex: for Jan. 20, 1980, the password is 012080)

Please note:
1. Turn off your cell phone, or better yet, don’t bring it at all!  This goes for pagers and 



     other electronic devices as well.



2.  Academic integrity is essential to a successful college career.  Cheating and plagiarism 


     will result in disciplinary action ranging from a failing grade on an assignment or exam 


     to failure of the course at the instructor’s discretion.  Please refer to the college catalog 


     for more information on college policies regarding cheating and plagiarism.

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
90-100%	A


	80-89%		B


	70-79%		C


	60-69%		D


	0-59%		F











