English 125: Writing Skills for College (4 units)

Semester: Fall 2011 

Schedule number: 51548

Instructor: Ms. Leah Unruh

Email: leah.unruh@reedleycollege.edu
Prerequisites

ENGL 252 or placement by the college assessment process

Course Description and Goals:

In this course, students will develop the process of writing, revising, and finishing essays, which includes the logical development and organization of ideas. Students will avoid common writing errors, develop their writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies, develop critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas. This course is a companion to ENGL 126 and prepares students for ENGL 1A. Students must successfully complete written course work to receive credit.

Class Meeting Dates, Times and Location:

Day and Time: Monday and Wednesday 2:00 to 2:50 p.m. in room CCI 204, and

Tuesday and Thursday 2:00 to 2:50 p.m. in room FEM 4E

Semester Dates: August 15 to December 16, 2011

Instructor Contact Information:

Phone: 559.638.3641 ext. 3115

Email: leah.unruh@reedleycollege.edu 

I check my email every weekday and respond within the next weekday

Office location: Annex 1

Office hours: I work on-campus full-time in another position, so I am usually in my office from 7:00 to 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. except when in class and in meetings. 

Text:

Kirszner, Laurie.  Patterns for College Writing.  11th ed.  Boston: Bedford St. Martin’s, 2009.

Bring to Class:

• Lined paper

• Pencil with eraser

• Blue or blank ink pens

• Flash drive (for saving essays)

Course Objectives:

In this course, students will:

a.
learn about writing papers which include introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions b.
learn to write with some sophistication 

c.
practice writing thesis statements 

d.
practice writing topic sentences 

e.
learn about using quotations and in-text citations that support the topic sentences and the thesis 

f.
practice developing supporting material that exhibits critical thinking 

g.
develop an understanding of what a complete sentence is and practice using a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentence) 

h.
learn about common sentence errors, such as fragments, comma splices, sentence fuses 

i.
develop their usage of descriptive vocabulary that exhibits growth and sophisticated word choice 

j.
learn how to follow MLA guidelines when formatting papers and using quotations and a works cited page 

k.
learn about avoiding plagiarism 

l.
write papers in which they will use 3rd person point of view and practice addressing a specific audience 

m.
practice using all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate 

n.
practice writing in-class essays

Expected Student Outcomes:

By the end of the course you will be able to:

a. Write an essay of at least 750 words which include an introduction, multiple body paragraphs, and conclusion of some sophistication. This essay will include: 
· a clearly defined thesis statement

· unified supporting paragraphs, which begin with topic sentences

· quotations that support the topic sentences and the thesis

· complete sentences which include a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentence)

· descriptive vocabulary that exhibits growth and sophisticated word choice

· avoidance of fragments, comma splices, sentence fuses and other basic skills errors, such as capitalization, spelling, homophone issues, verb tense issues, subject-verb agreement, pronoun agreement, word choice issues, confused syntax, etc.

· use of MLA guidelines to set up essays, correctly use in-text citations for at least one source, and complete a works cited page

· writing that is free from plagiarism
· demonstrated awareness of how to write from the 3rd person point of view for a specific audience

b.
Plan and revise independently, employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate.

c. 
Complete a multi-paragraph in-class essay with a thesis and support.
Methods:

1. Five essay assignments, including drafts, revisions, and final papers

2. In-class short essay assignments

3. Reading assignments

4. Quizzes

5. Other in-class activities

6. Midterm and final exam 

Grading:

Students’ grades will be determined based on the following percentages:

1. In-class assignments/Quizzes/Homework 5%

2. Attendance and Class participation 5%

This is based on coming to class, being on time to class, participating positively in classroom discussion and activities, asking class-related questions, and contributing positive information to the class.

3. Midterm exam 10%

4. Final exam 10%

5. Essay 70%

Grading Criteria: Based on the above percentages.

A = 90% and above. Students will show an outstanding ability to communicate their ideas through their writing in the proper use of paragraphs, thesis statements, topic sentences, grammar, and punctuation. Students’ work will have very little or no errors.

B = 80% to 89%. Students will demonstrate above average skills in their writing and technique, and writing will have few errors.

C = 70% to 79%. Students earning a C grade will show acceptable knowledge of writing technique. Course work will show a satisfactory understanding of class materials along with room for improvement.

D = 60% to 69%. Students earning a D grade will have shown little or no improvement in course objectives and outcomes. Course work will reflect minor understanding of course objectives and concepts. 

F = 50% and below. Students earning an F grade will have shown a lack of writing efficiency and overwhelming mistakes in grammar and punctuation and writing technique. 

Attendance Policy:

• All students are expected to attend class regularly, arrive on time, stay through the entire class period and have all assigned readings and homework completed on time. 

• Attendance will be taken each day, and more than three absences, being late for class, or leaving class early without the instructors’ permission, will lower your final grade. 

• When you miss class you are missing out on valuable time dedicated to your writing improvement.
• I do not take “excused absences.” 

• If you have five absences or more by the end of the ninth week of the semester, you may be dropped from the class

• Late work is accepted, but with one grade lower than if it was on time

• Quizzes may not be made up. The mid-term exam may be made up, but you must contact the instructor by at least the day after you miss the exam. 

• The last day for students to drop a full-term class is October 14, 2011. It is not the instructor’s responsibility to drop students who stop attending class.
Classroom Policies:

• Classroom Etiquette. Portable electronic devices (iPods, other mp3 players, cell phones, pages, etc.) must be turned off before class begins.  Talking on a cell phone or texting during class is NEVER permitted during class instruction. These activities are highly inappropriate and disruptive to the learning process. If you are caught texting, using a cell phone, or other electronic device, or listening to music during class, you will be given ONE warning. A second warning will result in five points being taken from you next assignment, and you will be asked to leave the class.
• No food or drinks are allowed in the classroom. Food and drinks are not printed by the computers; we want to keep the computers in good working condition.

• Class participation is encouraged. Here are some basic rules for classroom discussions:

· Don’t dominate the discussion

· Allow one person to speak at a time

· Be a good listener and well as good speaker

· Keep an open mind

· Respect each other

· Be honest and open

· Remember that there are no dumb questions

· Be positive about your learning process

· Have fun; learning doesn’t have to be serious all the time

Cheating and Plagiarism:

Cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated in this course or any course at Reedley College. Please see the college catalog for complete information. Students are not allowed to confer during exams, and all work submitted to the instructor must be your own original work. Plagiarism and cheating will result in a failing grade in this course and possible expulsion from the college. The course is all about writing, and all the writing must be your own; anything but your own writing is considered cheating and will result in zero credit. To avoid cheating: do not use another person’s essay as your own, do not use an essay/paper from another class, and do not have someone else write an essay for you. If you use someone else’s ideas or words, you must give him/her proper acknowledgment.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Important Dates:

Monday, August 16 - First day of class

Monday, September 5 – LABOR DAY, NO CLASS, CAMPUS CLOSED

Friday, October 14 – Last day to drop a full-term class

Friday, November 11 – VETERANS DAY, NO CLASSES, CAMPUS CLOSED

Thursday-Friday, November 24-25 – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY, NO CLASSES

Wednesday, December 14 - FINAL EXAM 2:00-3:50 p.m. 

Questions:

Please don’t hesitate to see, call, or e-mail me if you have questions, concerns, or comments during the semester. I am happy to assist you. 

